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It All Began

Back in 1985 snowmobiling was emerging from a very dark
period in its short history. From the mid 1970’s to early 1980’s
some people seriously wondered if the sport would simply go
away like so many passing fads. An energy crisis combined
with a poor economy mixed in with a series of mild winters had
taken a toll on the once growing industry. In a short period of
time names like Scorpion, John Deere, Sno Jet, Kawasaki,
Raider, Rupp, Chaparral and others had vanished forever. At
the same time snowmobile racing was going through some
major changes right along with the consumer market. Costs for
everything from fuel to insurance had whittled away at sponsorships available to current and new drivers, as a result many
teams and race venues left the sport. Fans that once packed
the grandstands and fence lines of every little race we’re rapidly
disappearing. Things were not looking good, so why would
anyone in their right mind try and start a new snowmobile magazine? Simple, I firmly believed the best days for the consumer
market and racing were ahead I wanted to contribute in my own
small way to make it happen.

The Inspiration

PUBLISHER STEVE LANDON LOADS MAIL BAGS BOUND FOR THE POST
OFFICE OF THE FIRST EDITION OF “THE WINNING EDGE” MAGAZINE.
A FREELANCE WRITER FOR SNOW WEEK AT THE TIME, STEVE JUST
HAPPENED TO HAVE ON HIS PROMOTIONAL/WORK JACKET.
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On December 31, 1977 I had the opportunity to cover my
first enduro snowmobile race for a print publication “The Harrison Star” a local newspaper in Harrison, Michigan. Previously
I had photos appear in various publications, however, The
“Marion 150” in Marion, Mich., would be my first opportunity to
both write and photograph a complete race. The smell of Klotz
in the air, combined with the excitement of being up close in the
pits with the drivers and crews made for one of the most incredible days of my life up to that point. I was hooked and craving
more.
“The Harrison Star” eventually became the “Central Michigan Star” where I remained until it closed in early 1979, a victim
of the recession. During my brief career with the paper I sold

© 2011 Reproduction prohibited

YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS 1

THE FORMER CENTRAL MICHIGAN STAR NEWSPAPER OFFICE IS WHERE THE WINNING EDGE WAS BORN.
ads, took pictures, wrote stories, helped set up the weekly edition, mailed and delivered papers. My boss Bill Brauker and his
wife Christine gave me opportunities many young journalists
only dream about. During my time with them I interviewed astronauts, politicians, sports stars including O.J. Simpson when
he played for the Buffalo Bill’s. I even had a chance to play in
the Bob Kowalkowski Open, an annual golf outing to benefit
“Leader Dogs for the Blind”. Mr. Kowalkowski an advertiser
with the Star played for the Detroit Lions in the 1970’s and
owned “Stag Haven”, a restaurant and resort northeast of Gladwin, Mich. Lets face it, the Star was not a big fancy newspaper
it was just a small hometown operation, however, to this day I
feel really blessed to have worked at the paper. Most people
would have paid for all the on the job training I received in just a
few short years. Despite all the unique opportunities in the fast
pace world of traditional journalism it was clear my heart was
very much into snowmobile racing. I was never paid for traveling to cover the MISA /MIRA races, however Mr. Brauker gave
me the opportunity to cover the area teams that where running
the circuit, this allowed me to travel to the events as a member
of the media. Snowmobile racing was where I wanted to apply
my writing and photographic skills. I was hooked on the sport
and determined to stay with it.

The Dream
In 1983 my wife and I opened a photo and custom frame
shop in Harrison, Mich., not far from the old “Central Michigan
Star “newspaper office where I began my career. The building
had fallen into disrepair after being abused by previous renters,
in fact there was talk of the owners possibly tearing it down.
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Every time I passed that building I dreamed of publishing
something within those walls, but time was running out on the
battered structure. In 1985 my dream became a reality when
we were given a chance to rent the old office in exchange for
making repairs on the structure. We still had the photo business
and framing service, however, to draw more people we added
a small craft shop set up by our friend Laurie Shooltz. My father
Tom a full time member of the Michigan National Guard even
set up a small room to display samples for the carpet business
he ran on the side. The only thing missing was a publishing
project.
Between, photographing weddings, harness horse racing in
the summer months and running the store we had our hands
full, however, we knew the freelance photo and writing I did during the fall and winter months would not be enough to pay the
bills and take care of a growing family. Having been involved
in the publishing industry since high school I had pretty much
worked in every segment from the pressroom to the newsroom
and in between. Because of our tight cash flow we could not
take on a full time publication so it was agreed we would try a
once a year promotional magazine focused on all aspects of
winter fun as well as the enduro snowmobile racing circuit.

Making The Dream A Reality
Coming up with a name that would incorporate both our love
for racing and the outdoors would not be an easy task. While
racing had been an important part of our lives, the reality was
we needed a name that could grow and change with us in the
future without pigeon holing us into one segment of winter or
summer motor sports. One day out of the blue my wife Sherry
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The Work Begins

LAURIE SHOOLTZ SORTS LABLES INTO BAGGIES BY ZIP AND ZONE
FOR THE MAILING.THE BAGS WERE TAPED TO THE COUNTER FOR
EASY RETRIVAL. EACH LABEL WAS GLUED TO THE PAPER BY HAND.
said, “Just call it “The Winning Edge” Magazine. The logic was
that everyone needs the winning edge be it on the track, trail or in
the work place to do the job right. The name is still with us today,
only the content and method of delivery has changed over the
years.
Once we had a name we had to sell the product to potential
advertisers. Armed with nothing more than a dream and a handful
of ideas I turned to Jim Musselman, a man I had always admired
for his business knowledge. Jim set down with me in his office and
listened intently as I rambled on about the things I wanted to do
with this new publication. While Jim was his usual calm and professional self, deep down inside I was shaking and praying. When
I finished my presentation I asked him if he would like to become
our first advertiser. After offering a few suggestions he smiled and
said yes he would come on board. It was like the whole world was
suddenly lifted off my chest. International Engineering, Woody’s
Traction Products would be our first advertiser. With Woody’s on
board I went over to approach another mentor Basil Niver who
owned “Highland Sport Shop” in Marion, Michigan. It was Basil
“the legend” behind enduro racing’s “Team Highland” who invited
me to cover that first race in Marion so many years ago. Basil
an Arctic Cat dealer was never one to beat around the bush, if
he didn’t like something he would come right out and tell you;
fortunately he liked our plan and came on board. The dream was
coming together, heck I was thinking we might even make a few
dollars. Reality soon struck as I quickly found ad sales would not
be so easy. Here I was trying to sell an idea, my only proof that I
could and would get it done was my past experience in publishing
and my word. Those two things along with determination and the
support of friends and family is really all we had.
THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

Back at the office Sherry and Laurie were working around
young children running the store and trying to figure out how to
put a paper together. Nether one of them had any experience
in publishing but they stood behind me and helped in every
way they could. Had it not been for their hard work and never
ending drive “The Winning Edge Magazine” would have never
made it off the drawing board.
When I was working at the Star we used homebuilt light
tables, had a darkroom, a machine that punched out headlines plus the Cadillac of all typewriters an IBM Selectric with
memory. This machine was top of the line in the 1970’s. Instead
of having the traditional layout of a typewriter the IBM had a
ball that replaced the rows of keys found in other typewriters of
the day. We were on the cutting edge - so we thought! My first
venture into publishing would be simple at best. We had a darkroom and all the needed equipment to make our own prints.
The light tables from the Star were long gone so the owners
of the Sunnyside Restaurant in Harrison, Mich., provided us a
small-lighted sign used to post daily specials. After making a
few alterations we fired up our first light table. Joan Sanders a
teacher from Midland, Mich., and family friend loaned us some
older electric typewriters. One big bulky IBM would literally walk
down the counter with each strike of the return key. Once it
reached the end of the counter the user simply picked it up and
lugged the beast and their stool back to the other end for another trip. The old girl provided the user a good workout and a little
entertainment throughout the day. Yes we were primitive even
for those days but we were having fun and making progress.

The Dream Comes To Life
Several weeks went by before the day came to send our
work to a designer who did the final paste up and typesetting.
On a cold snowy December day we headed for the printing
plant in Gaylord, Mich., to see the fruits of our labor come to
life. Having worked in the industry I had seen and helped many
papers come through the press but this one was special. My
wife said she has never forgotten the smile I had on my face
and the size of my eyes when they handed me the first copy off
the press. I really could not believe we had done it! The Winning Edge was a real publication.
Joan Sanders who had loaned us the typewriters came up
with her truck to pick up the papers. In Graying we stopped to
grab dinner at Big Boy and celebrate before heading home to
Harrison. Sherry decided to ride with Joan while I brought the
car back; all I needed to do was grab gas for the trek south, so
I thought! One little problem came up; Sherry rode off without
leaving me gas money. All I had was enough cash for a cup of
coffee and change for the pay phone. For the next 1.5 hours
I waited for them to get back to the office so I could call and
beg them to come back with the cash. This was in the pre-cell
phone days so I simply couldn’t dial them up as they pulled out
the driveway. For over three hours I sat in the car looking at
every inch of my new publication with pride, I even shared a
copy with the local cop who came by to see if I was OK. Finally
my ride arrived and we headed home ending a long but exciting
day.
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Sharing The Dream
Advertisers wanted to know how and where our new publication was going to be distributed, they didn’t want something
that just set around the local information center and restaurants. Knowing this we managed to scrounge up enough
money to purchase a few mailing lists targeted at the snowmobile market. We also rounded up all the tickets stubs from the
drawing at the Gladwin County Ice Carnival and created a mailing list. Each name had to be sorted, typed and copied. Adhesive copy paper was pretty expensive so we made our copies
on plan paper, cut and sorted the labels into baggie’s by zip
and postal zones. For an adhesive to attach the labels Laurie
suggested we grab inexpensive glue sticks. Cash in hand we
cleaned out every store in Gladwin, Harrison, Beaverton and
Clare of the precious sticks. This was the early 80’s when mom
and pop stores still ruled the area so inventory of such items
was limited at best. The biggest store a Fisher’s Big Wheel in
Clare, Mich., even had a limited stock. With glue sticks in hand
we attached our baggies of labels to the front of our store counter and went to work on our first mailing. The first edition of The
Winning Edge” Magazine was on its way to readers by the end
of December. Considered by some an impossibility, “The Winning Edge” Magazine had become a reality in just three short
months thanks to advertisers, friends and family who believed
in our dreams and us.

Moving Forward
“The Winning Edge” continued on as a yearly a few more
years before we gradually added additional issues each season
eventually becoming true monthly snowmobile publication.
In 1987 our world changed forever. While visiting the Shepherd Argus in Shepherd, Mich., to get a bid for our next edition
we were introduced to the Macintosh computer. Owner and
publisher George Grim showed us his early Mac. He told us
said if we were going to seriously get into publishing full time

we needed to enter the computer age and Mac was the way to
go. Later that fall we took a gamble and pulled off a lease for
an all-new Mac SE the first Mac with an internal 20-megabyte
hard drive, 3.5 Megs of ram complete with printer and software.
PageMaker 3.0 was the program to go with for doing the kind of
work we were going to be doing. The computer store salesman
said we would need to take some of the classes they offered,
without them he said we would not be able to learn enough to
layout the magazine that year. Boy was he wrong! Laurie and
Sherry studied to the program books in detail and before long
our pages were being set up on the computer, Sure we had to
do paste up, and manual photo work, however, the computer
saved us several hours, it made us realize our little crew could
actually do a magazine on a monthly basis. That little computer
which still exists today as apart of our son’s collection changed
our lives and the direction of “The Winning Edge” Magazine.
Over the years we’ve grown right along with Apple computers
and products, as have our children. None of us can ever dream
of a day we would not have at least one Mac doing our design
work. Today Sherry continues the design work as an educated
artist with degrees in graphic design and visual arts implementing skills to create a top notch magazine.
In the last 10 years we have seen the Internet take over the
publishing and photo industry. To survive we have adapted to
the needs of our readers and the every changing industry. Today “The Winning Edge” Magazine is a totally online magazine
available on our website and delivered by free e-subscriptions.
It can be read on small devices such as a cell phones, i-pad
or on a simple home computer anytime or anywhere. Today
we have more readers than we could have ever imagined and
we’re still growing. Today we are year round motor sports
publication still deeply rooted to the snowmobile industry and
the products they produce. Over the years the industry, snowmobiling, racing and people have changed. The days of going
out just buying something on a impulse are gone thanks to the
sluggish economy, higher gas prices and tighter lifestyles in
general. Despite all the ups and downs of the last 25 years
the sport continues to thrive and adapt to today’s rider and fan
base. Who would have dreamed 25 years ago sleds would be
flying through the air at the speeds they
reach today or drivers would be doing
controlled back flips on a snowmobile or
a snowmobile routinely charge down an
asphalt strip at over 160 m.p.h. at drag
way’s across the country in the heat of
summer. Just when you think they have
broken every record and done everything
that can be done with a snowmobile
someone comes up with another idea.
As long as snowmobiles still exist and
dreamers dream you can bet something
new will always be coming down the trail,
around the track or through the air.
AS THE PAPER GREW SO DID THE NEED FOR
ADDITIONAL HAULING CAPABILITIES. THIS
INTERSTATE TRAILER WAS PURCHASED AT
NIVER TRANSPORT AND TRAILER SALES IN
MARION, MICHIGAN. CAROL NIVER HAND
PAINTED THE NAMES. MID MICHIGAN
DISCOVERY WAS A LOCAL TOURIST
MAGAZINE BRIEFLY PUBLISHED IN THE
SUMMER MONTHS..
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Being Old Is In

THE W WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE HAS GIVEN US
OPPORTUNITIES FEW PEOPLE IN LIFE EVER DREAM OF.
FORTUNALY FAMILY WAS ABLE TO BE A PART MOST OF OUR
ADVENTURES GROWING UP FROM VERMONT TO ALASKA AND
CANADA, STEVE AND SHERRY LANDON TAKE A BREAK WHILE
COVERING THE 1995 TESORO IRON DOG GOLD RUSH CLASSIC
IN ALASKA.TODD PALIN AND DEWAYNE DRAKE WON THE
RACE.

If someone told me 25 years ago an old tattered sled setting behind a barn would someday be a collectable I would
have told them they were nuts. Sure I love history but I never
dreamed vintage snowmobile collecting and racing would
someday be one of the largest segments of the sport nor did
I ever imagine the very sleds I covered back in the day would
someday be sitting in a museum or racing in vintage classes.
Well they are and I’m right there with all the other addicts collecting and loving every race and show we visit. Today many
after market companies who used to only deal with current
machines have expanded into the vintage market with new
reproduction replacement parts. Some companies have even
started replicating entire sleds for competition. Since vintage
racing was introduce as an exhibition event at the Eagle River
World Championship Derby in Eagle River, Wisconsin years
ago our publication has managed to stay on top of it with the
most in-depth coverage in the sport. Does this mean we’ve lost
sight of our dedication to the modern segment of the industry?
Of course not, however, covering both vintage and modern
snowmobiles helps keep the past alive while helping show new
generations of snowmobilers just how far we’ve come since
those first primitive machines wandered onto the snow for the
first time opening up a whole new world to explore.

IN THE MID 1990’S OUR FAITHFULL 1979 DODGE CHAMPION
TRANSVAN TOOK US MANY PLACES INCLUDING ALASKA
TWICE. BOB BRACEY AND JOHN DRAWE OF RAIDER/MANTA
TRAIL ROAMER SNOWMOBILE FAME PLAYED A MAJOR ROLE IN
DEVELOPING THE VEHICLE.TODAY. HER HOOD HANGS IN OUR
OFFICE COVERED WITH PHOTOS FROM OUR TRIPS. PICTURED
ON THE ALCAN HIGHWAY IN 1996 IS THE LANDON CLAN;
TOM (GRANDFATHER), STEVEN (SON), SHERRY (WIFE), STACEY
(DAUGHTER), SARRAH (DAUGHTER) AND (SON )SETH LANDON.
PUBLISHER STEVE IS BEHIND THE CAMERA.
WE MADE IT! STEVEN , SETH, STACEY AND SARRAH CELBRATE
BY THE ALASKA/CANADA BORDER MARKER IN 1996. THE
SIGN “ALASKA OR BUST”WAS PRESENTED TO STACEY BY HER
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CLASS BEFORE SHE LEFT.THE SIGN WAS
TAPED TO THE CEILING OF THE TRANSVAN AND REMAINED
WITH US THE ENTIRE TRIP. TODAY SON SETH LIVES IN
WASILLA, ALASKA.

The Dream Continues
To say we have made a lot of money would not be
truthful, we have had our good times and bad times like
anyone else who tries to make a living doing something
they love. “The Winning Edge” Magazine has provided us
opportunities to travel to meet people as well as see and
do things that would have never been possible with many
traditional jobs. More importantly we were able to include
our family in most of our travels and adventures, which
made it even more special. Today our kids are grown
however; those experiences live on in their memories and
lives today.
As we close out our 25th year we want to say Thank
You to everyone who has supported our goals and dreams
over the years as well as the advertisers, writers photogTHE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE
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raphers and subscribers who have stayed loyal to us and
helped us along the way. Words can’t begin to express
how grateful we are to all of you. As long as we have
snow and the Good Lord is willing we will continue bringing you “The Winning Edge” Magazine for many more
years to come.
In the following pages step backing time and view a
copy of our first issue of “The Winning Edge Magazine”.

STEVE & SHERRY LANDON CELEBRATE THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE WINNING EDGE WITH A CAKE PRESTED BY SON STEVEN
DURING THE 2010 MONTROSE BLUEBERRY FESTIVAL VINTAGE
SNOWMOBILE SHOW IN MONTROSE, MICHIGAN.

THE MAC SE THAT LANUCHED “THE WINNING EDGE” MAGAZINE
INTO THE COMPUTER AGE IN 1987 COMPLETE WITH PRINTER WAS
ON DISPLAY AT MONTROSE DURING THE SNOWMOBILE SHOW IN
2010.THE COMPUTER WHICH STILL WORKS IS NOW OWNED BY
SON STEVEN.
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