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WHAT’S
The Winning Edge

NATIONAL OHV GROUP
SUPPORTS NORTHERN
CALIFORNIA MONUMENT

POCATELLO, ID - The BlueRibbon Coalition (BRC), a national trail based recreation group, supports President Obama’s
designation today of the Berryessa Snow Mountain Region as a
National Monument.
BRC has worked in partnership with Tuleyome, a regional
conservation group based in Woodland, California, Congressman Mike Thompson and Senator Barbara Boxer to assure
the protection of the region’s many natural resources and the
recreational interest of the off road vehicle community. It has
been an innovative, strong partnership between interest groups
that have been adversaries in the past. BRC believes we have
grown beyond those differences and have charted a new future
starting with the trust and actions taken together on this project.
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Don Amador, Western Representative for the BlueRibbon
Coalition, states, “I believe this particular instance creates a
unique opportunity to create a ‘win-win’ Monument that will
embody the principles espoused by even the staunchest opponents of Presidential authority. This proposal has been formed
with meaningful input from diverse local stakeholders, and is
supported by them.”
“I believe this monument designation will improve economic
opportunities for the local economies; increase coordination
between federal agencies; provide well-managed recreation
opportunities including casual and permitted off road vehicle
activity on designated roads, trails and areas; safeguard the
area’s natural beauty, sensitive areas, wildlife and rare plants;
and ensure the continued use and enjoyment of these lands for
future generations,” Amador concludes.
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The Carlstar Group names Thom Clark
Vice President of Original Equipment Sales
Franklin, Tenn. –
The Carlstar Group
LLC™, a premier
producer of specialty tires, wheels, and industrial belts, has hired Thom
Clark as its Vice President of Original Equipment
Sales and Emerging Market Development.
Thom comes to The Carlstar Group having previously worked with the Michelin Group where he held

positions as the Managing Director Mexico, Managing Director India and as a Commercial Director in
North America.
“Thom has a unique industry experience in North
America and International growth markets. His experiences working together with executive leadership
teams in building the most successful domestic and
international sales organizations are well aligned to
the Carlstar Group strategies. He comes to Carlstar
with more than 18 years of sales and industry experience and shares the companies ‘Customer First’
vision,” said John Salvatore, CEO of The Carlstar
Group.
Thom earned his Bachelor of Science degree in literature from Kent State University and will be based
out of the Cleveland, Ohio area.

A-1 Upholstery & Repair

989-845-7906 • 989-845-4785 • Fax 989-845-7923

FREE ESTIMATES • PICK-UP & DELIVERY
Residential & Commercial Fabric & Supplies
Canvas Replacement and Repair
Furniture •Antiques •Woodworking •Restoration •Caning
Cars •Trucks •Boats •RV’s • Snowmobiles
Covers • Seats
Custom Sewing Clothing Alterations and Repairs

*** Custom Embroidery ***

6905 E. North Ridge Road • New Lothrup, MI 48460
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The Carlstar Group Adds Flat-Free Technology
by Acquiring Marathon Industries

the same customer, quality and progressive values,
The Carlstar
and we look forward to building upon our foundaGroup LLC™, a
tion together in order to best serve the specialty tire
premier producer
market.”
of specialty tires,
As a result of the acquisition, Marathon, based in
wheels, and inKent, Wash., will operate under the name of Maradustrial belts, anstar LLC. The Carlstar Group is headquartered in
nounced today
Franklin, Tenn. and is a stand-alone company owned
that it has acquired
Marathon Industries by American Industrial Partners (AIP), an operationally-oriented private equity firm.
(“Marathon”), one
of North America’s
largest providers of
“Specialists at
solid polyurethane
guided tours at
tires, flat-free Unithe next level”
versal Fit® tires, pneumatic tires and tire sealant. The
MOTTO
Carlstar Group is proud to combine the products of
“You
might not
”
Marathon with its current portfolio of industry-leading
us
h
t
i
know where
w
products, including Carlisle®, ITP®, Ultimax®, Black
ride
you’re going but
e
m
o
Rock®, Unique® and Cragar® brands.
“c
you’ll know where
you’ve been”
The Carlstar Group is continuing its growth trajectory through an intense focus on customer satisfaction and an expansion of its range of technical capa810-629-1299
www.darksideadventures.com
bilities to introduce new products. The Carlstar Group
currently manufactures and sells Carlisle tire, wheel
and power transmission products
for agriculture,

construction, industrial, outdoor power equipment,

powersports, towables and trailer applications. Marathon’s lawn and garden tires and
accessories com
plement these products, while also supporting construction, industrial and material handling markets.
“Combining Marathon with our
business will expand
our leadership position in the specialty tire market
E-mail: DerbyInn@DerbyInn.com
and strengthen the breath of our product portfolio,”
Home Page: www.DerbyInn.com
said John Salvatore, CEO of The Carlstar Group.
“The integration of these extraordinary companies
will allow us to leverage our collective know-how and
provide our customers with enhanced service that

they have come to expect. Not only are the products
  
and markets a strategic fit, but the addition of the


Marathon business will also enhance the strength
of the overall company by sharing their employees’
entrepreneurial spirit, their focus on quality, and their
dedication to the customer.”
      
Jon Foster, who was President of Marathon Indus       
tries, will remain President of the new, wholly-owned
      
           
subsidiary reporting to John Salvatore. “Marathon is
   
excited to become a part of an industry leader,” said
    
Jon Foster. “The Carlstar Group and our team uphold 


Best Western

DERBY INN
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UTV/ATV RACING COMING TO DERBY TRACK
Side by Side UTV/ATV Racing and Fun Time Activities coming to Eagle River, Wisconsin August 28-30,
2015…..
The AMSOIL World Championship Derby Track will
be hosting the newest, hottest, most exciting type of
racing on the horizon…UTV/ATV Racing. There will
be stock and modified racing all three days for all
classes on a challenging motocross style track as well
as oval racing on the modified “World Famous Derby
Track Bowl.” Drivers…get ready to run head to head
against the clock through the infield “Mud Bowl.” “This
will be an exciting event” said Chuck Decker, President and Owner of the AMSOIL World Championship
Derby Track. “The mud bowl will be a combination of
clay, sand and of course water, and will be an opportunity for racers to see just how good their UTV/ATV
handles in the mud…truly a UTV-Mudarama!” says
Decker. Also noted will be a “Field Mud Pit” at the
North end of the RV area for all those “V-errs” to have
some fun.
A large number of UTV/ATV manufactures and aftermarket suppliers from all over North America will be
on hand to exhibit their newest and greatest products.
There will be a designated area for enthusiasts to
demo select UTV/ATV models from the manufactures
wishing to participate. In addition, there will be a UTV/
ATV swap meet area that will be open all three days.
Numerous other family fun activities are also planned

for the entire weekend.
Camping, RV and motorhome sites will be available
right on the Derby grounds. “Make your reservation
now, as camping space will be selling out fast.” says
Decker. “You will be able to ride from your camp site
right out to the newly opened UTV/ATV legal trial system in Vilas County. You will also be able to access
down town Eagle River right from your camping site as
well.
The Friday night “Firecracker” will feature the always
exciting “Extreme Free Style Show” in the Derby Bowl.
Teams from all over the mid-west are expected to participate in this spectacular event. Saturday night, after
a day of action packed racing, will be highlighted by a
huge bonfire, live music and $1.00 hot dogs, beer and
soda. The World Championship UTV/ATV Races will
take place Sunday afternoon. The weekend will windup Sunday evening with an awards presentation and
the honoring of the first UTV/ATV World Champions
taking place in the Derby Expo Hall.
Don’t miss this exciting premier racing action at the
AMSOIL World Championship Derby Track in Eagle
River, Wisconsin. Mark your calendar NOW….for August 28-30, 2015. Three (3) big days of racing!

TELL YOUR FRIENDS…
This is going to be BIG !!!!

ITP: Built in the usa to Conquer the World’s Toughest Terrain

Across the globe on any terrain, riders choose ITP Tires.
ITP tires deliver the kind of handling, sure-footedness and durability off-road vehicles around the world demand to
conquer the toughest terrain. ITP tires are made in America, individually hand-crafted at our plant in Clinton, Tennessee. We’re proud of that fact, as are the men and women who are building them for our worldwide customers.
Whether it’s adding an extra measure of precision and reliability for our U.S. military, or providing that extra level of
performance for off-road riders everywhere, you can always count on ITP tires and wheels to get the job done.
ConTACT YoUr FAvorITe ITP TIre And Wheel dISTrIbUTor For More InForMATIon
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Choose from a full-line of iTP Wheels and Tires aT WWW.iTPTires.Com

TeCh lIne: 909.390.1905
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Annual Woody’s
Charity Golf
Tournament Set For
August 14, 2015
International Engineering & Manufacturing, Inc.
(Woody’s) will present their Sixth Annual Charity Golf
Tournament on Friday, August 14, 2015 at Beech
cause.
Hollow Golf Course in Freeland, Mich., to raise funds
The 2015 title sponsor is TechMet Carbides
for Pink Ribbon Riders®, a small 501 C 3 non-profit
Those interested in entering or sponsoring this
organization that provides direct financial assistance years tournament can contact Tanya King at Internato both men and women diagnosed with breast cantional Engineering & Manufacturing, Inc. (Woody’s)
cer. Funds raised at this event will stay in Michigan.
- 6054 N. Meridian Road - Hope, MI 48628 Phone
The Registration entry fee $300 per team which
989-689-4911 or email golfouting@wiem.com
includes: 18 holes of golf with
cart, Donuts/coffee at check-in,
Visit Goodwin PERFORMANCE
43455 N. Green Bay Rd.
Participation gift, Mulligan buy-In,
for all our quality
Zion, IL 60099
products or scan here!
Two beverage tickets, Lunch at
turn around, Fantastic chicken
Ph. 847.872.4001 Fax. 847.746.0565
dinner to follow play, Lots of
auction items to bid on, BeverCLUTCH KITS AND
SHOCK SALES,
age carts on front and back nine,
CLUTCH COMPONENTS
SERVICE & REVALVE
Get World Championship
We sell and service
50/50 drawings on front and back
acceleration
for
your
all brands.
nine, Chance to win cash - $480
snowmobile. Available for Arctic Cat,
We can make your snowmobile
1st place, $260 2nd place, Hole
Polaris, ski-doo and Yamaha.
ride and perform the way it
prizes, $10,000 Hole-in-One
We also carry weight ramps, pins, springs,
should by revalving your
contest, 2015 Can-Am Maverick
helixes, belts as well as all service parts.
shocks!
Xds Turbo 1000 Hole-in-One by
Also Available
Team Clutches and Components
Grace Performance.
Here is a tremendous opportuhas what you’re looking for.
nity to spend the day with fellow
Just call and we can help!
duffers and support a very worthy

Goodwin PERFORMANCE

THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

© 2015 Reproduction Prohibited

YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS 7

WHAT’S

The Winning Edge Racing News

Arctic Cat Joins Steve Kinser Racing for Kings Royal,
Knoxville Nationals and World Finals
Kraig Kinser to Drive No. 11k Arctic Cat Wildcat in Sprint Car Racing’s Marquee Events
Plymouth, Minn. – Arctic Cat, one of the most
widely recognized and respected names in the
snowmobile, ATV and Side-by-Side industry, announced today the partnership with Steve Kinser
Racing and driver Kraig Kinser for three of the biggest Sprint car races of the 2015 season. Kinser
will pilot an Arctic Cat Wildcat branded No. 11k in
the 32nd annual Kings Royal at Eldora Speedway,
the 55th annual Knoxville Nationals at Knoxville
(Iowa) Raceway and the World of Outlaws Sprint
Car Series season-ending World Finals at The Dirt
Track @ Charlotte Motor Speedway.
“Arctic Cat is proud to sponsor the No. 11K of
Kraig Kinser for the 32nd Annual Kings Royal race
at Eldora Speedway,” said Tracy Crocker, VP/GM
of Arctic Cat’s ATV Division. “When we place the
Arctic Cat name on a vehicle, you know it’s built
with pride for people who appreciate technology,
quality and a long-running tradition of grabbing life
by the steering wheel and holding on with conviction.”
The special-schemed No. 11k Arctic Cat car
will be unveiled during a public ceremony at Tony
Stewart’s Eldora Speedway in Rossburg, Ohio
on the midway behind the turn three suites. Representatives from Arctic Cat and both Kraig and
Steve Kinser will be part of the unveiling.
“We couldn’t be more excited to have Artic Cat
join us for the biggest races of the year,” said
Steve Kinser, owner and father of Kraig’s No.
11k. “These are the events you want to have
success in and being able to bring a company
like Arctic Cat along for the ride is really exciting.
Our fans are the best are some of the most loyal
in all sports. I know many of them have not only
have a passion for Sprint car racing, but all sort of
outdoor sports. We’re excited about this special
opportunity.
“Everyone wants to do well in the biggest races
and we are really thrilled to be racing in them driving an Arctic Cat car starting this weekend,” said
Kraig Kinser, 2005 Knoxville Nationals champion.
8 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

“You spend the first part of the season concentrating on finding the right combination so you can
be at your best at these bigger events. We’ve had
some good opportunities in the past, and we’re
really looking forward to this one. We’re going to
do everything we can to come out on top and park
the Arctic Cat car in victory lane.”
Kinser is currently 10th in the World of Outlaws
Sprint Car Series standings through 44 races. The
Bloomington, Indiana native is hoping to qualify

© 2015 Reproduction Prohibited
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for his seventh $50,000-to-win Kings Royal Saturday. The event begins Sprint car racing’s ‘Month
of Money’ which culminates with the Knoxville
Nationals, Aug. 12-15. Kinser became the second
youngest driver at 21 to win the heralded race. He
and his father are the only father-son combo to
win Sprint car racing’s most coveted trophy.
Kraig Kinser Driver of the No. 11k Arctic Cat
World of Outlaws Sprint Series Car
Date of Birth:
Hometown:
Residence:
Marital Status:
Children:		
Highlights:		

Oct. 8, 1984
Bloomington, Ind.
Bloomington, Ind.
Single
Son – Kash
Has 16 career WoO Sprint

Champions Fall Classic at Lawrenceburg (Ind.)
Speedway … Was the 2004 WoO Kevin Gobrecht
Rookie of the Year … Began racing Winged Sprint
cars in 2000.
About Steve Kinser Racing
Steve Kinser Racing (SKR) is owned by 20-Time
World of Outlaws Sprint Car Series champion,
Steve Kinser. Located in Bloomington, Ind., SKR
fields the No. 11k entry driven by Kraig Kinser in
the WoO Sprint Car Series. For the latest news on
Kraig Kinser, visit the www.kraigkinser.com, and
follow the team on Twitter at @kraigkinser11k.

Car Series A-Feature victories, earning him a
spot inside the Top-20 of the WoO all-time win
list … Won the 2005 Knoxville Nationals making
him and father Steve, the only father-son duo to
have won the prestigious event … Won in 2005
debut with the Automobile Racing Club of America
(ARCA) at Michigan International Speedway in
Brooklyn … Made 18 starts in 2006 with the
NASCAR Camping World Truck Series … Made
13 starts in 2007 with the Truck Series and two
ARCA starts … Won that year’s All Star Circuit of

Every pilot needs a Navigator™ - Woody’s® Navigator™ Ski Protector is
exactly that, an accessory that will protect your Pilot ski from wear. While
protecting your ski it will also help reduce darting. The Navigator™ works
with any single Pilot runner in the market that has a host bar up to 1/2 inch.

* Patent Pending

Contact your local dealer and order
Woody’s Navigator™ today!
International Engineering & Mfg., Inc. • 6054 N. Meridian Rd. • Hope, MI 48628 • 989-689-4911
Email: woodys@wiem.com • www.WoodysTraction.com • © IEM 2015. All rights reserved.
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9-Time UFC Welterweight
Champion and Hall of Famer Matt
Hughes Takes In the Arctic Cat Factory
VICTORY IN SIX CLASSES AT LAKE GENEVA CAPPED WITH PRO OPEN TITLE
PROVES THAT TEAM GREEN WINS MORE

Photos by Arctic INSIDER .com

Plymouth, Minn. – Arctic Cat hosted nine-time UFC
Welterweight Champion and Hall of Famer, Matt
Hughes, as part of an UNCAGED episode of his
un-scripted reality show that’s based on his life and
hunting adventures.
Typically, Hughes travels the world in pursuit of
some of the world’s most challenging big game species, but the half-hour UNCAGED program, which
airs on the Sportsman Channel, followed Matt as he
traveled to the Arctic Cat Factory in Thief River Falls,
MN.
10 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

Upon arrival, Hughes was challenged to shoot a
round of Sporting Clays by several Arctic Cat employees who regularly compete at the Northwest
Sporting Clays Club. Fans of Matt Hughes should
know that the 9-time UFC champ navigates his
way around a Browning shotgun just like he did the
Octagon. After 10 challenging stations, Hughes held
his own with some of the best shooters in Northern
Minnesota.
The following day, Hughes visited the Arctic Cat
Factory where he was given a variety of training to
work in several areas of the factory including; the
Self Piercing Rivet Cell on the snowmobile chassis

© 2015 Reproduction Prohibited
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line as well as the welding department and concluded with the engineering field test team on a Wildcat
X ride around the test track.
“I really enjoyed my visit to the factory,” said
Hughes. “The technology that is involved in the
assembly of Arctic Cat’s Snowmobiles, ATVs and
ROVs is incredible, and the passion of these American workers is second-to-none! I’m very proud to be
associated with this hard working powersports company!”

“It was a pleasure to host Matt, said Kale Wainer,
Arctic Cat’s Media Relations Specialist. “Despite
all his accomplishments, Matt is a no-compromise,
down-to-earth guy. He embodies the passion of our
employees and consumers.”
To learn more about Matt Hughes and witness him
putting Arctic Cat ATVs to the test on his television
hunting show, follow UNCAGED at www.uncagedmhtv.com, or on Facebook: www.facebook.com/UncagedwithMattHughes.

Like us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/thewinningedgemagazine

CHIPPEWA MOTORS, INC
WE CAN
DO IT
ALL

Mark Beard

• Motorcycles • Snowmobiles • ATV’s
• Aluma & Midsota Trailers
and Side by Sides

(906) 632-6651

M-129 at 3 Mile,
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
www.chippewamotors.com

RACE ENGINES

GUN LAKE

Engine Builder of Champions

800.232.1860 office
989.621.0282 cell
mbeard@beardoil.com

Felzke
Farms

Supporting Snowmobile Racing
for over 40 Years

Todd Krikke
2011/2014 Vintage
World Champ

2722 S Patterson Road
Wayland, MI 49348
dougflannery60@gmail.com

CATCH US IN ACTION ON THE
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Director of Sales

Look for
#57 James
Heiler &
Andrew Terrill
at the races
in 2015!
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NOW AVAILABLE • GRAPHIC DESIGN SERVICES
YOUR SOURCE FOR FLIERS, RACK CARDS,
POSTERS, BUSINESS CARDS AND MORE.
CALL FOR SERVICES

GET THE MOST FROM YOUR ADVERTISING DOLLARS
ADVERTISE TODAY IN THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

CALL 989-588-9213
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Dick and Audrey Decker serve as 2015
Eagle River Fourth of July Parade Marshalls
Story & Photo by Gary Ridderbusch/Editor
Vilas County News-Review

The Decker’s, who have lived in Eagle River since
1985 when they purchased the World Championship
Snowmobile Derby Track, said they were honored to
lead the annual parade.
“It’s overwhelming,” said Audrey. “I never dreamed
that something like this could take place.”
“Indeed it’s an honor,” added Dick. “We love this
town. We love this community. There’s a lot of good
people out there we’re honored and very happy to do
THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

it. “The Decker’s, who owned a snowmobile tour and
rental business in Minocqua, purchased the Derby
Track from the Eagle River Lions Club and have
been involved in the biggest race in snowmobiling
the past 30 years.
“We came here because of the track and when the
opportunity developed to purchase the track, it was
the perfect background for our snowmobile touring
business that we started at that time. Eagle River
has always been very deep in our roots because of
the boys racing snowmobiles. We were here a lot.”
Dick said it was a good decision when they moved

© 2015 Reproduction Prohibited
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their family and tour business to Eagle River.
“We did live in Minocqua for a while after leaving
Marshfield and worked out of there with the tours
and snowmobile rental business,” he said. “But then
when the touring business was expanding and needed more room, we starting looking at Eagle River
because who would not want to live in Eagle River.
To me, it’s God’s place because of the lakes and the
heritage it has. It just worked out. We happened to
be here at the right time when the Lions wanted to
back out and it just worked out well for all of us.”
While Dick and Audrey are 83 and 82, respectively,
they stay active in the business. They sold the nowAMSOIL World Championship Derby Track to their
son, Chuck, in 1989. Dick said, “Chuck has done a
hell of a job building it up and he’s not finished. He’s
got a lot more ideas. It’s going to be interesting.”
“Audrey and I are getting old,” said Dick with a
laugh. “We should be moving on, but I think as long
as we have kids -- Chuck, Steve and Allen -- in town,
we’ll be part of the Derby. A t least I hope we are,
because it’s a passion, it’s more than just a job.”
Their passion for snowmobiling started in the 1960s
when they purchased their first snowmobile for the
family and they have never lost the excitement, still
hosting tours in their early 80s.
Through their involvement in snowmobile tours
and racing, Audrey said they have developed many
friendships over the years. These people come,
summer and winter, just to visit us.
Dick, who still can be seen at the Derby Track office nearly every day of the week, said the family’s
racing spirit has expanded, noting three of his granddaughters are now racing stock cars.
“I go to work every day just because I enjoy and
it keeps me alive I think,” he said. “But what we do
when we are not working is chase those girls around
and watch them race, and that is two and three times
a week. We were in Slinger just last week. Drove
down in the afternoon and got back home at 2:30 in
the morning. So we’re staying active.”
Audrey said 12 grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren keep the couple busy in their free time.
Meanwhile, Dick had some advice for people reaching retirement age.
“People retire too early and when they retire, they
don’t do anything,” he said. “You’ve got to do something and you have to stay active. If you do that,
chances are you will be living longer and a lot better.”
“You know, I have been in the parade when the
Derby has had floats. But this was a lot different,”
said Audrey. “I guess I’m a little embarrassed being
14 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

in the position of Parade Marshal and leading. It’s
hard to explain. It almost seems like it’s too big of an
honor for us.”
Dick said he missed driving the AMSOIL World
Championship Derby Track float through the parade
route.
“But, it was fun because we were able to ride a
John Deere UTV (utility task vehicle) to lead the
parade and we were very proud of that, we would
like to thank Lakeland Lawn and Equipment in Arbor
Vitae for the use of the UTV,” Dick Said.
Dick has been an active supporter of developing
all-terrain vehicle (ATV) and UTV routes in the Eagle
River area.
“The North Woods needed a shot and the ATV
thing is going to help immensely,” said Dick. “We
have a big ATV/UTV event coming up in August and
we worked harder on that than the Derby because
it’s new to us. It’s going to be a good one and it’s going to help Eagle River area.”
Dick was referring to the first ATV/UTV World
Championships coming to the Derby Track Aug. 2830.
Dick said, “We took great pride in leading this
year’s parade. We are just very grateful and want to
thank everyone for this honor,” he said.

© 2015 Reproduction Prohibited
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SHOW AWARDS

During the 15th Annual
Farwell Lumberjack Festival
Farwell, Michigan

Held Rain or Shine
LOCATION

• Oldest Sled
• Most Original
• Loudest Sled
• Best Race Sled
• Rat Sled
• Peoples Choice
• Kid Owned
• Best of Show

Farwell Flea Market and Thrift Store
770 E. Main - Farwell, MI 48622

TIME

Gates Open 9:00 a.m.
Awards 1:00 p.m.

ADMISSION

Featured Sleds
ski-doo

All Other Makes Welcome!

TRIBUTE TO
BRIAN
MUSSELMAN
1982, 1984 & 1985
Soo I-500 Winner

Swap Fee $8.00 plus a
non-perishable food item.
Free Show Sled Admission.
Free Admission to the public
Camping $5.00
Bonfire Friday & Saturday Night

INFO: CALL BERNIE BLAIN - 517-588-9157 cell • E-MAIL: bernieblain @ rocketmail.com
Photo EDGE
by Steve
Landon • Design Courtesy
ofReproduction
“The Winning
Edge Magazine” • Sherry
Farwell, MI • 989-588-9213
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Brian Musselman to be honored
at Fourth Annual Sleddin’ at the
Jack ON Saturday July 25th
Story & Photos by
Steve Landon

dition to the Soo, he drove
to victory in the 1985
Woody’s Albright Shores
Farwell, Michigan; -300, 1986 Lincoln Lions
Summer days are slip250 and claimed 1985 and
ping away, early sunsets
1986 Midwest International
and cooler nights can
Racing Association (MIRA)
mean only one thing,
Championships all on skisnowmobile season is not
doo entries. Brian is the
far off. For enthusiast’s
son of Jim and Marlene
summer weather is the
Musselman founders of
best time to visit a vintage
International Engineering
snowmobile swap meet
& Manufacturing, makers
to get all the goodies you
of Woody’s Traction and
need to ready those sleds
Control Products. One of
for the coming winter. On
his Soo I-500 winning race
Saturday July 25th snowsleds will be on display.
mobile season officially
Brian’s 1985/’86 winning
kicks off in Farwell with
co-driver Chris Daly as
the fourth annual “Sledwell as some former team
din’ at the Jack” Vintage
members are expected to
Snowmobile Show and
attend. 2015 marks the
Swap Meet at the Farwell
30th Anniversary of MusFlea Market & Thrift Store
selman’s last victory at
located at 770 E. Main in
the Soo I-500 and his first
Farwell, Michigan.
MIRA Championship.
Presented by the
Looking to clean out
Bernie Blain Family of
the
garage of used sleds
Brian Musselman, co-driver Chris Daly and Crew
Lake, Mich., Eagle Crest
or parts? Make sure to
Chief Bob Primeau take a victory lap after winning the
1985 Woody’s Albright Shores 300. Musselman will be
Homes and The Farwell
bring them on down for
honored at this years show.
Flea Market”, the event
the swap meet. In need
draws collectors and
of parts? You won’t find a
snowmobile enthusiasts from across Michigan for a
better place to locate them before the snow flies than
day of swapping, story telling and admiring snowmo- at the Jack
biles from simpler times. Everything from common
Sleddin’ at the Jack will be held rain or shine. Advintage trail sleds to unique racing machines are
mission is free to the public; the Swap Fee is $8.00
expected be on hand for collectors and enthusiasts
plus a non-perishable food item. There is free admisyoung and old to admire.
sion for show sleds. For more information contact
This year’s “Feature Sled” will be ski-doo. If you
Bernie Blain at 517-588-9157. Gates Open to pubhave one of these fine machines or other makes
lic at 9:00 a.m., however, swappers and those with
bring them on down bright and early to display.
sleds to display are encouraged arrive early.
Michigan Motor Sports and Snowmobile Hall of
Have a family member not into sleds? Don’t worry
Fame inductee Brian Musselman of Hope, Mich., will they can head a short distance down the road to the
be honored at this years show. During his impressive 15th Annual Farwell Lumberjack Festival for a craft
career Musselman won the Soo I-500 in 1982. ‘84
show/sale, chainsaw carving, lumberjack show, and
and ‘85 to become the first three time winner. In ad- more.
16 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS
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Snowmobile
Swap Meet
OCTOBER 10, 2015
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Presented by the
Marion Snowmobile Club
GATES OPEN AT 7:00 A.M.

Fun For Everyone!
8:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.

Admission $5.00
plus one non perishable food item.
Includes Admission & Swap Fee

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:

www.marionvintagesnowmobileclub.com
Rich Laughlin: 231-878-2746
Dale Laarman: 231-510-3286

Marion Fairgrounds / Veterans Memorial Park • Marion, MI 49665
Design courtesy of Sherry©Landon
• Photos courtesy
of Steve Landon, thewinningedgemagazine.com
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TNT VINYL DESIGNS, AN INDUSTRY LEADER
W.E. - Winning Edge Magazine
T.S. - Tom Silvert

W.E. - Tell us about yourself
education, family, employment etc.
T.S. - I am originally from Allentown, PA and Tracy is from
Salisbury, a suburb of Allentown.

We both grew up in the city, but
moved 10 years ago to a more
rural area 20 minutes outside
the city. Tracy is a graduate of
Bloomsburg University and I am
ex-Navy. I was a builder in the
Navy Sea Bee’s Construction
battalion 21. The majority of my
career has been in the Kitchen

and Bath industry that included
Warehouse manager, installer,
and design and sales.
Tracy is a business major and
had been working at Luminaire
Testing Laboratory, a family business that tested lighting products
for manufacturers and various
government agencies. I later
joined them at “LTL” until the business was sold and we pursued the
vinyl graphics business we had
started part time from home. From
here we grew into the business
that we are today.
W.E. - Do you recall your first
snowmobiling experience and
your first sled?

18 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS
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T.S. - My first sled story is a bit
strange. Since I grew up in the
city, I had never been on a snowmobile. In 2001 a good friend
brought a pair of snowmobiles to
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Tracy’s parent’s place after a large
snow fall. Doug (my friend) had
taken Tracy and I out on the back
of his 1979 Yamaha SRX 440.
Wow, that was an absolute
rush. From that moment we were
hooked! Late in the 2001 season
we purchased our first sled...a
1975 Mercury 340 SR that I
found for sale. Soon to follow we
purchased a 1979 Ski Doo Everest 340 and since then we have
owned hundreds of different sleds.
It’s a sickness that I know every
collector out there has caught.

dance of request for decals. The
business was born.
We decided in 2012 it was time
to give the graphics business a
try. It has since grown into a large
scale business and here we are
today.
W.E. - How would you say the
snowmobile decals you make today are different from those made
back when many of these sleds
were new?
T.S. - Decals and graphics today
are far more technologically advanced in materials, substrates,
adhesives, software, and process
equipment. There are several different ways of creating graphics
that were originally screen printed
on the vinyl. We have two state of
the art Roland eco-solvent printers
that we use in house. There are
other methods of printing graphics
today, but for us the eco-friendly
was the best blend of quality and
new technology.

W.E. - How did you get into the
vintage hobby?
T.S. - Once we purchased the
Merc and the Everest we obviously needed some parts and had
an interest in learning more about
these fantastic machines.
We found many sites, magazines, and resources on the internet. We also found something we
never imagined existed...a very
large community of hobbyists,
collectors and enthusiasts that all
had the same sickness we did.
We had discovered the vintage
snowmobile community.

W.E. - A lot of people have
oddball sleds as well as unique
race sleds that do not have decals
readily available as do the more
popular brands. How would you
suggest they remove old decals?
What is the best way to get Measurements, correct colors, photo
angles, size, photos, etc. that will
best help you create a decal?
If decals can’t be removed what
is the best method to trace them
especially those with curves,
uneven shapes or tight areas that
are difficult to get into etc.

W.E. - Tell us about TNT Vinyl
Designs and when and how it
came into existence?
T.S. - After several years of
collecting, buying, and selling
vintage snowmobiles we had a
local club offer a chance to grass
drag race snowmobiles. I thought
“how much better can it get?”…
riding snowmobiles in the summer. It was a blast. This created a
need to have vinyl decals for our
sleds. We needed custom decals,
names, and numbers so we purchased a used Roland 24” cutter.
Once word got out that we could
make decals we had an abun20 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

T.S. - We do a large amount of
one-off, custom, or unique decals.
It is one thing we specialize in.
We do some complete kits but our
focus has been on oddball decals
that clients have had trouble getting made.
© 2015 Reproduction Prohibited
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2015 TLR CUP
Winners

Race 1 • Matt Schulz
USSA Prostar • Ironwood, MI

Race 3 • Malcolm Chartier
ASC Friday Night • TLR CUP
Eagle River, Wisconsin
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Race 5 • Malcolm Chartier
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USSA Prostar • Wausau, WI

Race 2 & 6 • Cardell Potter
ORA • Alexandria, MN

Race 7 • Malcolm Chartier
USSA Prostar • 141 Speedway
Francis Creek, WI

Race 8 & 9 • Cardell Potter
USSA Prostar • Weyauwega, WI

2015 CHAMPION
CARDELL POTTER

For more information
www.tlrcup.com
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When talking about removal
it’s more times than not a difficult
issue to address. Many times the
decals are very old and brittle and
they are almost impossible to remove. I suggest starting with heat
from the back side of the decal
either inside of the hood or tunnel.
Using a plastic razor blade helps
remove the decal and with little or
no damage to the substrate.
In many cases removal is not
possible so we would create a

template or tracing of the decals.
Note: before trying to remove a
decal, always take an outline tracing of the decal. This helps keep
the original shape and size of the
decal. It’s also important to make
a very accurate tracing of the
image using tracing paper. Once
traced we ask for as many measurements as you can get to help
us recreate the image. The final
piece in the process is to match
a sample of the color. This part of

231-369-4300
www.formulax-1.com

the job takes the most time. It is
important to try to get a protected
portion of the decal. In most cases
the main portion of the decal has
been weathered or faded by the
sun. We need something that has
not been exposed to the elements
to reproduce the color as accurately as possible.
When installing new decals I use
91% alcohol to clean and prep the
surface. The area where the vinyl
is being applied to must be warm
and contaminant free. In house we
use a prep cleaner and application
fluid to install new decals but soap
and water work as well.
Take your time...patience is #1.
If you have an oops moment and
you get bubbles or a wrinkle you
can heat the decal a bit and reapply the decal.
Sometimes if you have tiny
bubbles in the decal, you can pop
them with a pin and again heat
slightly to remove the bubble. You
can also contact your supplier
and see if they would sell just the
piece you need to replace. You
go to great length and expense to
restore your sled so sometimes it
is best to just order a replacement
piece to finish the job perfectly.
W.E. - When taking off old decals that may not need to be
replicated what have you found is
the best way to remove them and
clean the sled surfaces before applying new decals?
If you have an oops moment and
get a decal out of place, have air
bubbles or wrinkles what should
you do short of ordering another
set?
T.S. - The common thought is
scan and just print it. How hard
can it be?
We do scan in the originals but
there are many hours behind the
scenes before you end up with
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the final decal. Nearly all of our
decal images have been redrawn
to create a vector file that is crisp
and vibrant. Color matching can
be the hardest part of the job, and
it certainly takes the most time. As
you can see the process is not just
scan and print but rather many
hours of prototyping before a final
product can be released.
W.E. - Some people think making a new decal is as easy as
scanning in an old one and printing a new one. How difficult is it.
What is involved from taking an
old faded decal and making a new
one? How do you match up old
fade colors?
T.S. - Most graphics businesses
use equipment that is state of
the art, as we do, or relatively
new machines for printing. The
software and technology is far
more advanced than it was 30 or
40 years ago. I think our biggest
challenge is recreating a 30 year
old process with new technology.
This is sometimes difficult in the
way they had done things in the
past compared to what software is
capable of today.
We have better capabilities for
precise printing with high resolution vs screen printing items on a
production line.
Ex. Our most difficult challenge
has been reproducing a dot fade
on Yamaha VMAX4 decals. Today’s software has the capability
to make a much smoother fade,
but in order to recreate the original, you take technology back 30
years. The other situation we run
into is the consumer looking for
new and better vs the purists. The
new and better individual wants
the latest and greatest with precise high resolution images. The
purist wants the new technology
in the product but with the absoTHE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

lute original image. This restorer
wants the off centered printing
like the original or the lines in the
decals that don’t quite line up. We
can take care of both types of customers but it is a constant debate
as to what is correct.
W.E. - Are their any particular
designs that have really given
you headaches as far as getting
the design and colors right? What
would you say was the most difficult reproduction you ever did
© 2015 Reproduction Prohibited

was?
T.S. - As far as time of year,
there really is no specific time, as
we are busy year round. We still
do snowmobile decals in the summer months and applying decals
is always better when the weather
is warm. Decal installation is not
recommended in temperatures
less than 50 degrees F. Most
manufacturers recommend temps
to be 50 degrees or better for use
of their products.
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choice. We also recommend when
receiving new or replacement
decals that you store them flat no
matter how they were shipped to
you.
Many times to save on shipping costs, we will ship the decals
rolled, but it is still best to store
them flat once received.

W.E. - How much time should
a customer give you to do a new
set that has to be copied from the
ground up?
T.S. - Time frame is a tough one
to answer as every job is different. One month is not unreasonable for new projects and that’s
not to say it won’t take longer. It
does take time and that’s the most
responsible way to answer. You
can relate to the old saying, “Good
things take time”

W.E. - Do you do vehicle wraps
for sleds, cars, motorcycles, etc.?
In addition to snowmobile decals
do you make decals for other motor-sports such as boats, ATV’s,
motorcycles, cars etc.? If so do
you have a website for these other
areas?

W.E. When shipping old decals
to you how do you suggest the
customer prep them so they arrive
in good shape?

T.S. - In addition to reproduction snowmobile decals we also
T.S. - How do I ship you my old
do wraps for snowmobiles, ATV’s,
decals is a very common question surface. A rigid piece of cardboard Side by Sides, motorcycles, cars,
that can
be shipped
flat 11:48
to prevent
we
are asked. I like to see
them
Carlisle-Ultimax_8.2014_7.25
x 4.875
ad_Long Walk_Win
Edge_Layout
1 8/8/14
AM Page 1trucks, trailers, etc... The possibilitaped with clear tape to a solid flat any additional damage is a good
ties are endless. We do many “full

MAX.

Don’t Leave Home
Without Your
Gloves, Hat and
(Ultimax) Belt.
Without the right belt, you could be
stuck with a long walk back. We
know belts. We’ve been
making them since
1921, and we log
more than a
million miles of
field testing
each year.
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MAX has an improved cog design for
greater flexibility and cooler running. MAX is
thicker for added strength and longer belt life.
Refined over decades, MAX is designed for machines under
500 cc. One Year Warranty. Made in U.S.A.

ULTIMAX PRO.
The workhorse of the Ultimax line.
Increased clutch contact. Less slippage.
Quicker acceleration. Advanced cog design.
One Year Warranty. Made in U.S.A

ULTIMAX XS.
Peak power, peak efficiency. For
screamin' hi-performance on the track
or trail. Purpose-built for high horsepower sleds.
Specially formulated rubber compound found in no
other snowmobile belt. One Year Warranty. Made in U.S.A.

Performance Proven.
Performance Driven.
ultimaxbelts.com
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color change” vehicle wraps as
well as custom design wraps for
businesses. We have done many
new snowmobile wraps because
we did some vintage work for the
same client in the past and now
they want to personalize their trail
rider or race sled.
W.E. - I see you do gauge restoration. Please tell us about that
side of your business. What is
involved? What is a customer
looking as far as cost? Do you do
restorations for sleds, cars etc?
T.S. - I had a good friend ask
if I thought we could reface his
vintage Cat gauges. I had never
done it but since we are always up
for a challenge we gave it a shot.
The results are incredible! We
have done many gauge restorations over the years and I’ve seen
a need for this in the vintage com-

munity. NOS gauges are not often
available or affordable, so our service allows collectors to complete

their restoration by having their
gauges restored. Our gauges are
the finishing touch to that incredible restoration!
The gauges usually come to us
in deplorable condition and are returned looking like they just came
out of the box.
What gauges can we do and do
you do custom gauges are common questions asked....if we can
get in the gauge we can reface it.
If we can get in it, we can customize it for you. We have done
several tachometers for newer
sleds that the owner wanted his
own logo on. In most cases common gauges are $100 for us to
restore if the customer supplies
the gauge. We also sell gauges
that have been restored and they
are around $125. Some gauges
are more involved or the parts to
restore are more costly so some
pricing will vary. It’s best to send

Every pilot needs a Navigator™ - Woody’s® Navigator™ Ski Protector is
exactly that, an accessory that will protect your Pilot ski from wear. While
protecting your ski it will also help reduce darting. The Navigator™ works
with any single Pilot runner in the market that has a host bar up to 1/2 inch.

* Patent Pending

Contact your local dealer and order
Woody’s Navigator™ today!
International Engineering & Mfg., Inc. • 6054 N. Meridian Rd. • Hope, MI 48628 • 989-689-4911
Email: woodys@wiem.com • www.WoodysTraction.com • © IEM 2015. All rights reserved.
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us an inquiry thru our website and
we will get you a quote.
W.E. - In addition to the decal
business what other products do
you produce, clocks, key chains,
stickers etc.?
T.S. - We offer a wide range of
merchandise to the snowmobile

community but our items are not
limited to just snowmobiles. We offer banners, decals, canvas prints,
posters, photo enlargements,
mugs, key fobs, clocks, thermometers, novelty items, signs, display
signs, club merchandise as well
as various other items. We are a
full service vinyl graphics company and if you find you need something and we don’t have it listed,
do not hesitate to ask us about it.
W.E. - Do you attend vintage
snowmobile, ATV/Car, marine
events? If so which ones will you
be attending this year?
T.S. - We attend many events on
the east coast. We try and attend
as many shows in PA and NY as
we can and hope to get to additional shows in other states. We
always attend The Great Eastern
Whiteout, Everet Regal Show in
Fulton NY and Boonville. We also
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attend the Lakewood PA show
as well as The Snowmobile Barn
show in NJ. We have been asked
to attend just about every major
event in the Midwest and Michigan
areas but we have just been too
busy to attend. They are all on our
“Bucket List” and we do hope to
start getting out to see our friends
out West. We do support many
other shows and events across
the country with sponsorships,
merchandise and donations. We
have also started attending instate car shows to promote our
business and continue to grow our
presence in various communities
and hobbies.
W.E. - Any final comments?
T.S. - In closing Tracy and I
would like to first thank Steve and
Sherry at The Winning Edge Magazine for doing the story about our
company. What you do with the
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7681 MURDOCK RD. • BAY PORT, MICHIGAN 48720
DUANE BAUR • BAURBEEF@AIRADV.NET

Like us on Facebook: team02bluracing or visit our website at www.teambluracing.com
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magazine and for the Motorsports
community is greatly appreciated!
I would also like to thank all of
our customers across the country
and around the world for your past
and continued patronage and support. Our customers and clients
are what made our business what
it is today and we will continue to
provide excellent products and
customer service that everyone
has grown to expect. Thanks you
again to everyone!
Tom and Tracy Silvert
TNT Vinyl Designs, LLC

©

White Pine Lodge
Christmas Michigan

Sand Lake
Michigan

The best Trails in the Midwest
right from your door!
E7889 W. State Hwy M-28
Christmas, MI 49862

24 HR Gas Station and C Store
Direct Trail Access
X-Large Hot Tubb
Group Rates
Next to Kewadin Casino
Delux Continental Breakfast

info@whitepinelodgeonline.com
www.whitepinelodgeonline.com

906.387.1111
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LIKE US ON
OUR NEW
FACEBOOK PAGE
www.facebook.com/pages/
West-Michigan-Snowmobile-Museum
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Countryside Transportation Service
Stacks Market
Murdoch Construction
Rooney Crane LLC
Ridge Run Farms
Yamaha Racing
Woody’s
Legue Graphics
Barkers Exhaust
Kibblewhite Precision Machining
Camoplast
Carver Performance
Hills Performance
Mickey’s Sleds

Daves Collision
JJV Enterprices
Richmond Steel
Brentwood
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Laughlin’s Vintage
Summer Break Out

©

Back Row (L-R) Jason Ledbetter 1974 Husqvarna 250, Karl Snyder Honda Elsinore, Pat Lind ’71 Honda XL 250,
Steve Lind ’72 Yamaha 125, Larry Decker 1971 Yamaha DT 250, Rich Laughlin ’72 Suzuki 185. Front Row; Jim Keenihan ’72
Honda XL 250, Lafe Blain ’78 Suzuki DR 370.

By Steve Landon
Years ago a bunch of guys, many of them current
vintage snowmobile enthusiasts were looking for something to do with the old dirt bikes they had laying around
home when someone came up with the idea of doing
a vintage ride similar to the ones they do with their old
snow machines during winter months. Four years later
that same group along with some newcomers are still
gathering in late June at Rich Laughlin’s home northwest of Leota to kick up a little dirt, ride and reminisce
30 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

about motorcycles from their youth and days gone by.
Rich Laughlin, a member of the Marion Snowmobile
Club that puts on the popular Marion Snowmobile Swap
Meet and the Marion Snowfest in Michigan is an avid
dirt biker, motocross racer and top motorcycle mechanic in his spare time. Since the vintage ride began his
property has served as cycle central where riders visit
and make final adjustments before leaving on their twowheeled adventure.
“We started this event with the idea of going out having some fun on a trail ride as well as see who could

© 2015 Reproduction Prohibited
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Pat Lind makes some last minute
adjustments before hitting the trail.

©

©

Jason Ledbetter pours out some twoHelmet cam secure, Lafe Blain gets
cycle engine oil for his 1974 Husqvarna ready to catch all the action on the
250 getting ready for the ride.
trail.

start and finish out the day on one of these old bikes.
Any one can ride, however, the motorcyclist must have
a 1980 or older dirt/trail bike. The motorcycle must have
a steel gas tank, drum brakes and dual shocks. An
original exhaust system with the spark arrestor on it is
also required. Riders must have a current trail permit.
We do ask those planning to run to test ride their bike
to make sure everything is in working order before we
head out.
On average we run 80 – 90 miles with six to twelve
bikers covering a route to Moddersville, up by Merritt,
from there we circle around through Jonesville and on
to Leota before returning to my place. Along the way we
do a little bit of hill climbing just for kicks.
As with anything most of the guys start working on
their bikes the night before or on the morning of the
ride, hoping they can make the whole trip without a
major breakdown.
Breakdowns have and do occur, not often but things

happen, its just part of the adventure. We’ve had a
broken chain, a few busted shifting levers, one year we
had a bike submerged in a mud hole to the gas tank,
however, we got it out and running again. This year
just 20 miles out Jason Ledbetter suffered a blown rear
tire on his 1974 Husqvarna 250 after hitting a rock,
fortunately we were able to get it fixed and back on the
trail. Steve Lind was unable to complete the ride after
his Yamaha went down with mechanical issues. Other
than that we’ve had pretty good runs so far”, Laughlin
said.
In addition to being a top gun on motorcycles, Laughlin is an avid ski-doo collector and vintage snowmobile
racer. On March 14th he won the inaugural Marion 100
lap single cylinder enduro driving a 1970 335cc ski-doo
Olympic. His son Aaron, ‘18 led most of the day until
the tired old track on his 1970 335 ski-doo Olympic
gave out. Like his father Aaron is an avid biker and
motocross racer.

©
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I was into motorcycles when I was younger but got
out of it. I had always dreamed about going trail riding,
©
never knew anybody that had interest in doing it so I
got completely out of trail bikes and into snowmobiles.
About 15 years ago I picked up a real nice bike for
$100.00 in a deal I couldn’t refuse and started coming
up north to ride. I mentioned to Rich I had gotten this
bike and we got talking about dirt bikes. It was through
that conversation and others that we put this ride together. It not so much about the riding anymore, it’s the
idea of getting together with your buddies and having
some fun, just like we do with the snowmobiles. ATV’s
never fascinated me at all I’ve always been into motorcycles and snowmobiles.
In the winter I ride primarily old Arctic Cats, my favorite trail sled is my 1980 Trail Cat if you can believe that!
I know they had some problems with them handling
when they came out, however, I’ve made some modiJason Ledbetter and Karl Snyder check out a 1970 Six-Day125cc Penton Motorcycle signed by company founder
fications to mine. I have changed the suspension on
John Penton in 2014.The bike is in the collection of Rich
the front and the back, added plastic skis and put on a
Laughlin.
121-inch track. That thing now runs like a raped ape. It
Larry Decker of Dewitt, Mich., a veteran of the Marion, actually goes through deep snow.
MI vintage snowmobile races has been hooked on
I’ll be back for the snowmobile stuff (Snowfest, rides,
vintage bikes since the mid 1970’s when he rode his
etc.) this winter, I don’t race them anymore, I have two
friends 125cc Penton around the family cottage in Har- daughters ages 12 and 14 at home, racing would cut
rison, MI. When not wrenching or racing snowmobiles
into my family time if I were to get into it.
with his two sons in the winter, Decker is grabbing time
If you’re looking for a good old fashion ride with fellow
on his dirt bike enjoying northern Michigan.
cycle enthusiasts contact Rich Laughlin at 231-878“I’ve always liked vintage bikes, it’s a lot of fun to get
2746.
out with friends and fellow enthusiasts, ride the trails
Pictures continued on page 34
and run these bikes like they were meant to be, back
when they were new.
I had a little bad luck on our run last year. When we
left the Trails End Pub in Leota I figured we didn’t need
any gas, well we got down to the gravel pit and I was
the one who ran out of gas. Rich (Laughlin) made it
a point to preserve the moment by taking plenty of
pictures of my son towing me back to the gas station.
Other than that I’ve pretty good luck riding with this
bunch”, Decker said.
Decker’s boys Cody and Carson won the 2015 twoman hot dog race at the Marion Snowfest in February
on a ski-doo, it was their first ever victory on the Marion
oval. The trophy now sets proudly above his toolbox the
first of what he hopes will many first place trophies.
Vintage snowmobiler Karl Snyder of Lansing, Mich.,
got the vintage bike bug over four years ago and has
been hooked ever since.
“I met Rich through vintage snowmobiling, we have
been friends for over 15 years now. I came up four
years ago and gave the vintage group ride a trial run, I
©
had so much fun I decided to keep coming back. The
The highlight of the ride is getting together and having
ride grows and gets better with each passing year as
good times with fellow riders while checking out their
people lean about it.
bikes.
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RIde Host, Rich Laughlin brings up the rear as the group
heads to the trail.

Lafe Blain and Larry Decker head out for a day of old
school dirt bike riding.

©

Biker’s head down Cook Avenue bound for the trail.

Jason Ledbetter is helped by fellow riders to repair his
blown tire. Photo by Rich Laughlin
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Nothing like a bit of hill climbing to adD a bit of
excitement to the ride. Photo by Rich Laughlin
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SUMMER Driver Profile
Isaac Wolfgang

Name: Isaac Wolfgang
Age: 30
Employment:
Chippewa Nature Center
City and State:
Midland, MI.
Type of snowmobile
racing you’re involved in:
Enduro
Team Name:
Eckert Racing
Make of sleds raced: Polaris
Year’s racing
snowmobiles: 13
Wins, championships and
honors on
snowmobiles: Many class
point championships, Rookie
of the Year, 2nd at Soo I-500
Snowmobile Sponsors:
Paul Eckert, Fram,
Autolite, Prestone
Team Name:
Wolfgang Motorsports
What type of racing are
you doing: Car
Make of and model of
vehicle(s) you are
racing:
2009 Rocket Late Model
Circuit and classes
running:
Tri City Motor Speedway,
Merritt Speedway
How has your season
gone so far, highlights and
low-lights: 2nd in points
currently, heat winner, no
THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

features yet.
Years racing other
vehicles: 5
Wins, Championships and
Honors: 4th in points, 2014
Rookie of the Year Late
Model, Most
Improved 2014
Where can you be seen
racing from June - November this year: Tri City Motor
Speedway, Merritt Speedway
Car Sponsors: Blues Auto
Repair, Ted Wolfgang
Mechanical LLC., Fram, Autolite, Prestone.
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Havercroft
Racing
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From 1981 throUgh 1986 Havercroft Racing ran their blue and yellow sno-pro scorpion on the MIRA Circuit. Here they
dive into the corner at the 1984 albright shores 300.

W.E. - Winning Edge
S.H. - Scott Havercroft
W.E. - Tell us a little bit about yourself; age, family,
career and hobbies.
S.H. - I’m ‘58, married with a grown son and
daughter, we have four grandsons. I’ve been a
power plant mechanic for the last 27 years.
W.E. – Have any of your kids raced or currently
race? If so when did they race. What have or do
they race? What kind of success did they have?
S.H. - My nephew (Tim’s son) and my son have
done some motorcycle racing. They have never
raced snowmobiles. We raced the carts powered by
snowmobile engines in in the late 80’s.
W.E. - You raced snowmobiles for a number of
years on the MIRA circuit under Havercroft Racing and with other teams, when and how did you
get started in snowmobile racing? Are you active in
racing on the track or behind the scenes, do you still
trail ride?
36 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

S.H. - We got our first snowmobile in 1967, a 10
H.P. ski-doo, ran it in some local drag races, moving
on to oval sprints at Glennie International Raceway
in Glennie, Michigan. We continued racing sprints
with the Michigan International Snowmobile Association (MISA) finally joining the Midwest International
Racing Association (MIRA) in 1979 to run the enduro
circuit, until our retirement following the 1997 Soo
I-500. Havercroft Racing consisted of brothers: Tim,
Scott, Fred, Paul, our father Ed Havercroft and our
friend John Bernard. Fred & Paul never drove the
sled, they were strictly pit crewmembers. Since leaving the racetrack we have remained active in snowmobiling as trail riders, we’ve also done some motorcycle ice racing with motorcycle and sidecar.
W.E. - What Kind of success did you have in snowmobile racing? Who did you and your brother’s race
for over the years beyond your own team and what
makes and models did you race? Why did you retire?
S.H. - We raced MIRA from 1979 to 1996 with
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numerous top ten finishes. We were always on kind
of a “shoe string” budget, but we had a lot of fun.
We ran a Scorpion Sno Pro from 81-86, a ski-doo
Formula Plus from 87-90, an Arctic Wildcat 91-92,
and Arctic ZR’s with Ken Manning from 93-96. We
finished third twice at the at the Albright Shores 300

©

©

Not content with just wheels,Tim added skis to the front end of
his cart. Surprisingly it handled quite well.

Tim Havercroft accepts his check following the teams 5th
place finish at the 1997 Soo I-500.

©

Havercroft racing battles it out with george sherrard at
the lIncoln lions 250 in the mid 80’s.

©

Scott and Tim join family and friends to build some unique
snowmobile engine powered karts to race on ice in the early 90’s.
THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

in Albright Shores, Michigan. In 1987 we came in
third at the Soo I-500 on the lead lap driving for Dave
Edmundson of Traverse City, Mich. The Soo I-500 in
1997 was the last snowmobile race we ever ran, we
finished fifth. During our career we “mostly” raced on
our own, over time it became prohibitive. After we
retired we sold our race sleds. The Scorpion went
back to Minnesota.
W.E. - You are noted for “Havercroft Blue” and yellow, how did those colors come about?
S.H. - We’ve had many things painted blue over
the years: motorcycles, go-kart’s, hydroplanes. We
figured the blue/yellow would be very recognizable
for the lap counters to see in the snow dust.
W.E. - You had “Help” on the front of your sleds.
Why?
S.H. - The “help” was just a humorous item we
added . It was used to cover the opening for the
steering rods, to keep them from icing.
W.E. - Prior to doing the “Hoss Cat” you and your
brothers built some unique race cars. For ICE and
dirt that raced during the Lincoln snowmobile races
in the 1990’s. How did they come about? I see
some had wheels on the front and others were ran
with skis and studded tires, how did they handle with
wheels and with skis on the front end? When did you
quit racing them and why? I see you sold them last
year why?
S.H. - We had some dirt track friends that lived on
our lake that built and ran carts on the ice in the winter for something to do. It looked like fun, so we built
our own to play with them. Like anything, eventually
that died off so we finally sold ours. Tim had skis on
his but everyone gave him flack so he changed to
tires. It steered great with skis.
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TALE OF THE HOSS CAT - THE BUILD
W.E. - We often hear stories of unique designs
and idea’s coming together over a cup of coffee or
while just shooting the breeze. When and how did
this whole project come about and why? How long
did it take to complete from conception to the first
ride?
S.H - I got the idea after going to a national hot
rod/street rod show in Tennessee about five years
ago. Mixed in with all the beautiful cars were all
these Rat Rods, so I built a 1970 Arctic Cat Panther with a 450cc motorcycle engine and called it
the Rat Kat. A year after that, I decided having a
small block Chevy in one might be cool. I did the
build and design myself while doing some of the
machine-work at my brother Tim’s shop, Havercroft
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See the history of snowmobiling through the
many people and machines that started, nurtured
and developed the sport.
Officially recognized as the “Snowmobile Capital of the World©” and
home of the World Championship
Snowmobile Derby©, Eagle River is
now also home to the World
Snowmobile Headquarters.
Located just 200 feet north of the
Derby Track, the “HQ” showcases
many snowmobile groups that have
been or are instrumental in the
development and operation of the
great sport of snowmobiling. Our
goal is to showcase both the people
and the machines that have taken
our sport from its infancy to the
present. Click on the links to the
right and enjoy a mini tour through
the HQ.
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Display Hours
December 10 thru March 31
10am to 4pm Monday thru Saturday
--------------------------------------------------

May 15 thru October 15
10am to 4pm Monday thru Saturday
other days call (715) 479-4424 for appt.
-------------------------------------------------1521 North Railroad St. (Hwy 45 North)
Eagle River, WI 54521
Phone (715) 479-2186 |
info@worldsnowmobilehq.com
http://www.worldsnowmobilehq.com/
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Tool & Die in Greenbush, Mich. It took two years
and rest is history!
W.E. - Since this project was built around Arctic
Cat, this probably means you have interests in the
vintage hobby. If so what do you collect or have you
collected in recent years.
S.H. - I have about a dozen old sleds. My wife
tries to keep me in check. Mainly I have Arctic Cats
and a few odd ones like the Scatmobile.
W.E. - This Hoss Cat has racing written all over it.
How did you come up with the concept/design and
what led you to tackle it?
S.H. - With vintage getting so popular, I wanted to
keep the nostalgic look. I picked the Cat because
it’s pretty much what I’ve always ridden.
I rode it the first time near my house out of the garage and down the road. It was pretty overwhelming
running that engine with your thumb. At this point
I’ve only had it (the Hoss Cat) up to about 70 mph
with stock gearing. It’s probably not all that fast
without gearing it up, but it’s got power, it has no
problem roosting with the 162 inch paddle track.
W.E. - You selected a six cylinder marine engine,
Why? What year and make and model boat did it
come from?
S.H. - It was an engine we had taking up garage
space. It came out of a 1964 Chris Craft wood
boat. It is a 283ci V8 small block Chevy with a
1962 Hilborn Mechanical fuel injection. I just had
to widen the front bulkhead to accommodate the
larger V8 engine. It’s mounted on aluminum plates
like a drag boat.
W.E. - Did you use all Cat components? Clutching suspension etc.. If not what alterations did you
make. What standard Cat parts were eliminated?
S.H. - The main bulkhead & tunnel are from a’93
Arctic Cat EXT using the original jackshaft, chain
case, with reverse and front drive axle. I had to
machine the front drivers down to 2.86 pitch to accommodate the two and one half inch paddle track
in the older style tunnel. Most all the external cosmetics: hood, dash, rear tunnel, front bumper, etc..
are from a 1968 Arctic Cat Panther.
W.E. - Please give us a history on this project
from design to finish pointing out the design and
construction issues you had to deal with along the
way.
S.H. - I’m the type of guy who get’s a vision or
brainstorm and runs with it. I started on the Hoss
Cat in the winter of 2012, completed it the fall of
2014. The hood was a real challenge. I still wanted
it to resemble an old Panther, but would make
someone do a double take. Our first Arctic Cat
when I was a kid was a 1970 Panther with a Wankel
THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE
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Former MIRA/Soo I-500 snowmobile Racer Scott Havercroft
couldn’t help but smile when he squeezed the throttle to
hear the “Hoss Cat” roar.
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S.H - As you can imagine, it’s
very front end heavy with a lot of
ski pressure. I think it could get
out ‘a shape on ya
W.E. - Where and when did
you unveil it to the public?
S.H. – We showed it for the
first time at Fred Edgerton’s Antique Snowmobile show in Hale,
Mich., since then it has been to
the Top The Lake Museum Show
in Naubinway, The Bogey Bash
in Harrison and other places.
Wherever we take it gets a lot of
smiles, especially when we fire it
up and rev the engine.
©

ABOVE:The “Hoss Cat” drew a big crowd when they fired up
her up.
RIGHT: LOOKING LIKE something out of the flight deck of
the starship enterprise, Hoss Cat looks like it could hit
warp speed.
Bottom Right:The Rear view of the Hoss Cat looks almost
as Impressive as the front view.
BOTTOM LEFT:The “Hoss Cat”.

engine so we designed it to look like one at least
from the front and side views.
W.E. - How does the sled handle and ride compared to a regular Cat?

©
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2015 WINNERS

2015 Triple Crown Winners
Cadarette Collision

KINROSS LIONS
CLUB 500
WINNERS

Bunke Racing - Polaris
*1st Leg No Bull Triple Crown

CARO 150

2015
MIRATeamCHAMPS
02 Blu

WINNERS

Team 02 Blu - Polaris

Soo I-500 (non MIRA event)
WINNERS

Christian Bros. - Arctic Cat

Cardell Potter & James Hicks

Sponsored By

*Center Peice No Bull Triple Crown

MICHIGAN CAT 500
WINNERS

Team 02 Blu - Polaris
*3rd Leg No Bull Triple Crown

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT:
miraracing.com
facebook.com/miraracing
miraracing@yahoo.com
989-977-0636

Snowmobile Endurance Racing
at it’s FINEST! Since 1979
Photos by Steve Landon / Design by Sherry Landon / www.thewinningedgemagazine.com
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