Volume 30 • No. 2 • 2015

THE

WINNING EDGE

YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS MAGAZINE
IN DIGITAL
FORMAT

Since

SINCE
2006

1985

Inside:
• What’s Hot News & Product Releases
• Industry Racing News
• Marion & West Michigan Swap & Shows
• Eagle River Crowns UTV/ATV World Champs
and much more...

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/thewinningedgemagazine

We’ve Got More!

www.thewinningedgemagazine.com
© 2015 Reproduction Prohibited
YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS 1

THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

Follow us on
facebook
and Like
our page
Join the Conversation!
WE’VE
GOT
MORE!

• Get informed, read, comment and share
the news you like.
• Check out our weekly Remember When
Features and Photo Flashbacks.
• Get The Winning Edge Magazine in your
facebook feed.

https://www.facebook.com/thewinningedgemagazine
2 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

© 2015 Reproduction Prohibited

THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

WHAT’S
The Winning Edge

CORY DAVIS - FIRST SNOWMOBILE RIDE IN
ALASKA PRESENTED BY
Soldotna, Alaska, November 5, 2015 - Halloween
day, X-Games medalist Cory Davis (@CDSIX) left
his hometown, Soldotna, Alaska and headed north
to Summit Lake, home of Arctic Man in the Alaska
Mountain Range. Although Cory normally rides within
an hour away, the nine-hour commute for an early
ride was worth it. At Motorfist, we call it #snowhunting. The parking lot only had six inches of snow, but
after ascending 1,000 feet, Cory was relieved to find
even more.
Cory described the October ride as surprisingly
good for this early. “The perfect ride for me is a four
foot blower day with some good sized booters. On
this ride I was lucky enough to find a decent sized
jump along with some great pow and that felt awesome.” Motorfist sent Kory Robbins to Summit Lake
to document the ride. For the rest of us, we’ll keep
hunting for that early snow.
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Cory Davis Alaska - October 2015

VIDEO

Click the link below to view

https://youtu.be/abgRMDrDtD0
About Cory
Cory is an all-around snowmobile athlete with abilities in multiple disciplines, a 6x X Games medalist
who’s background comes from growing up in Alaska. He spent his early years on the snocross circuit
earning two national championships. Cory’s riding
has evolved and he has since switched to freestyle.
He spends his winters in preparation for X Games,
racing Alaska’s Iron Dog, and mountains riding as
much as possible.
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RECREATION GROUP BRACES

FOR PREDICTED STORM

OVER SAGE GROUSE




POCATELLO, ID The BlueRibbon Coalition (BRC) today
responded to the just-announced Department of Interior
decision that endangered species listing for the greater
sage grouse is “not warranted.”


  



      
       
      
           
   


    
www.worldssnowmobilehq.com


“This decision and the process leading to it has unfolded
exactly as we predicted in our August 28, 2015, letter to
the affected agencies,” announced Don Amador, Western
Representative for BRC. “While agency leadership is proclaiming a great victory and collaborative success story,
the reality is we will all soon become mired in avoidable
litigation. It is far from certain that the listing decision will
survive judicial scrutiny, and even if it does the decision
comes at a great and uncertain price in the form of the
sweeping land use plan amendments that were crammed
through without sufficient public input,” Amador added.
BRC’s previous letter points to new information and
changes in the plan amendments that occurred after the
close of public comment. The letter further predicts that
the same interest groups who insisted on a hard deadline
for the listing decision on the grouse, and other species,
have exerted undue influence on the planning process,
yet will still be the first to aggressively challenge the “not
warranted” decision in court.
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WHAT’S

The Winning Edge Racing News

Ingles Performance, daSilva Motorsports to provide
vehicles for East Coast Snocross, Presented
by AMSOIL, Woody’s Traction and FXR

CLARKSBURG, Mass. - Officials at East Coast Snocross (ECS) are pleased to announce the renewal of
longtime supporters Ingles Performance and daSilva
Motorsports for the 2015-2016 season.
Ingles Performance, of Phoenix, New York, will
provide a 2016 Ski-doo snowmobile for on-site use
at ECS events, while daSilva Motorsports, located in
Hampstead and Moultonborough, New Hampshire,
will provide two 2016 Can-Am ATVs for on-site chores
at the races. These highly-valued contributions make
Ski-doo the ‘Official snowmobile’ and Can-am the ‘Official ATV’ of East Coast Snocross.
“We’re thrilled to have both the Ingles Performance
and daSilva Motorsports organizations back with us
for the upcoming season,” ECS owner Kurt Gagne
said. “Having the use of reliable machines like the
Ski-doo and Can-Am units is invaluable to the series.
Yet the friendship and support of good folks like Robin
and Mike Ingles, along with Paul daSilva and his family, is what gives us such pride.”
Ingles Performance is a full-line BRP and Polaris
dealer, carrying snowmobiles, watercraft, and All Terrain Vehicles. Owners Mike and Robin Ingles started
the business in 1981 as a motorcycle repair shop. The
business grew rapidly, and the Ski-Doo line was taken
on in 1986. In 1996, Sea-doo watercraft was added
and the dealership moved to its current location on
6 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

Besaw Road. The Polaris line was added in 2000.
Not only do they carry the largest Ski-doo parts inventory in New York state, but Ingles also has a wide
variety of popular aftermarket high performance parts
and accessories. In 2013, Ingles Performance was
named ‘Regional Dealer of the Year’ by Ski-doo, and
‘Dealer of the Year’ by Triton Trailers.
daSilva Motorsports is a full-line Ski-doo, Sea-doo,
Can-Am All Terrain Vehicles and Can-Am Spyders
dealer, originally founded by Paul daSilva, Chuck
daSilva and Marc Gelormini in August of 1999. After
strong sales and steady growth, the dealership relocated from its original location in Plaistow, NH, to its
present location in Hampstead. The second store in
Moultonborough was opened in March of 2002.
Known for competitive prices, customer satisfaction
and quality service, daSilva Motorsports earned the
Regional Dealer of the Year award from Ski-doo in
2000. Paul and his brother Chuck have been involved
with snowmobiles and sled racing for over 20 years.
Paul and Chuck’s knowledge of Ski-doo sleds is considered second-to-none.
East Coast Snocross would like to extend a sincere
thank you to Ingles Performance and daSilva Motorsports for their continued support in 2016. It’s partners
like these that keep ECS moving forward.
East Coast Snocross, presented by AMSOIL,
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Maximize
Performance
with Ultimax!
Woody’s Traction and FXR, is the sanctioning body
for snowmobile racing in the northeastern United
States. ECS maintains a regional circuit intended to
keep grass-roots snocross racing healthy in this part
of the country, while also cultivating new talent for
tomorrow’s factory-backed Pro teams.
For more information, please go to www.eastcoastsnocross.com.

White Pine Lodge
Christmas Michigan

The best Trails in the Midwest
right from your door!
E7889 W. State Hwy M-28
Christmas, MI 49862

Performance
Driven!
Performance
Proven!
• Each UltimaxATV belt is
designed for its specific
ATV/UTV/SxS application
• Specially formulated rubber
compounds are durable
and dependable
• Extensive lab and field testing
ensures optimum performance
• Two year warranty
• Proudly made in the USA

24 HR Gas Station and C Store
Direct Trail Access
X-Large Hot Tubb
Group Rates
Next to Kewadin Casino
Delux Continental Breakfast

info@whitepinelodgeonline.com
www.whitepinelodgeonline.com

UltimaxBelts.com
© 2015 The Carlstar Group LLC. All rights reserved.
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WINNERS AND SHOW HOST: Back Row: Dennis Slowinski, Connie Mitz, John Norton, Ron Knapp, Bob Johnson, Michael Allen,
Front Row: Ken Mitz, Jim GUTHERIE, Craig Maybore, Allen Putnam, Bret Secondi.

Chilly RED FLANNEL DAY Show & Swap
October 3, 2015 - Cedar Springs, Mich., Temperatures in the 40’s, a brisk wind blowing at your face
can only mean one thing, snowmobile season is almost here and what better way to celebrate the coming winter than at the 76th Annual Red Flannel Day
Festival where bundling up is cool! Long before the
first snowmobile roared through area field’s residents
have welcomed the harvest and cool temperatures in
style with activities for young and old. Thanks to the
West Michigan Snowmobile Museum and Cedar/Cycle snowmobile Salvage (Ken Mintz), snowmobiles
are now part of the festivities for the third straight
year.
8 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

The Red Flannel Day Snowmobile Swap & Show
draws unique machines and people from across
Michigan who share their passion for the sport with
visitors and fellow enthusiasts.
While dark overcast sky’s, below normal temperatures and a threat of rain kept some folks away
those who came were more than pleased with this
years event and turn-out. In addition to traditional
machines several unique sleds from sleek dragsters
to a custom Rat Rod kept visitors interested, taking
pictures and chatting about the good old days when
red flannel was the common attire of many early
snowmobilers.
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“We had a good show this year, Ken Mitz and his
staff at Cedar Cycle are great hosts and a pleasure
to work with. Thankfully the rain held off for the show,
however it didn’t for the Red Flannel Day Grand Parade where we showed our custom twin track drag
sled and promoted the museum along the route.
Surprisingly the showers didn’t affect the crowd, lots
of people stayed and enjoyed it right through to the
end.. We certainly look forward to doing it all again
next year. The advantage of having our swap & show
during Red Flannel Day is the fact it brings people

©

A rare dealer sign in the collection of Mike Slier
celebrates the success Polaris drivers had in Michigan
during the mid 1970’s.

Every pilot needs a Navigator™ - Woody’s® Navigator™ Ski Protector is
exactly that, an accessory that will protect your Pilot ski from wear. While
protecting your ski it will also help reduce darting. The Navigator™ works
with any single Pilot runner in the market that has a host bar up to 1/2 inch.

* Patent Pending

Contact your local dealer and
order Woody’s Navigator™ today!
International Engineering & Mfg., Inc. • 6054 N. Meridian Rd. • Hope, MI 48628 • 989-689-4911
Email: woodys@wiem.com • www.WoodysTraction.com • © IEM 2015. All rights reserved.
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The best part of leaving home at dawn for an autumn vintage swap & show is capturing views like this.

in that might otherwise not come to a snowmobile
show. Its a great way to promote our museum in
Sand Lake, Mich., and get new people interested in
the sport and the snowmobile hobby”, West Michigan
Snowmobile Museum President Ron Knapp said.
In addition to showing off their sleds trophies were
given at the conclusion of the show. Bret Secondi
claimed top honors in the awards department with
his Yamaha G.P. Mod taking “Best of Show” and
“Kids Choice” awards. Jim Guthrie came home a
big winner grabbing the “Muscle Sled” class with
a sleek, sweet sounding 1980 Anderson/Polaris
dragster. His 1976 Yamaha SRX also went home a
winner after taking the 1975 - 1979 class. Additional
award winners were; 1970 & Older - Allen Putnam
- 1969 Ski-Daddler, 1980 & Newer - Dennis Slowski- 1992 Arctic Cat Wildcat 700 EFI , 1971 -1974
- Michael Allen - 1971 Mercury, Second place 1971
- 1974 - Craig Maybore - Sno-Jet SST & Sleigh and
“Best Display” - Mike Siler - Polaris collection.
With their Swap & Show now behind them members of the West Michigan Snowmobile Museum and
Library are setting their sights on continuing to make
10 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

their museum one of the best in the snow-belt. If you
have not visited the museum make plans now to stop
in and see their collection. The Museum is located
on 29 Lake Street in Sand Lake, Mich., 49343. For
hours and addition information contact Ron Knapp
at 616-636-7232. Check them out on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/West-Michigan-Snowmobile-Museum-650145825083961/?fref=ts

©

Three beauties just waiting to hit the snow and ice.
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Cliff Sian’s odd looking home built mini sled got a lot
notice, just add a track and your on your way.

Terry Underwood of Underwood Snowmobile looks on as
Dennis Slowski examines an unusual clutch. Underwood
is from nearby Belding, Michigan.

CHIPPEWA MOTORS, INC
WE CAN
DO IT
ALL

Mark Beard

• Motorcycles • Snowmobiles • ATV’s
• Aluma & Midsota Trailers
and Side by Sides

(906) 632-6651

M-129 at 3 Mile,
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
www.chippewamotors.com

RACE ENGINES

GUN LAKE

Engine Builder of Champions

800.232.1860 office
989.621.0282 cell
mbeard@beardoil.com

Felzke
Farms

Supporting Snowmobile Racing
for over 40 Years

Todd Krikke
2011/2014 Vintage
World Champ

2722 S Patterson Road
Wayland, MI 49348
dougflannery60@gmail.com
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Director of Sales
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at the races
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5501 W. Herbison Rd. • Dewitt, Michigan 48820
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Polaris collector Mike Siler celebrates after winning “Best
Display”.
BELOW: Mike Siler chats with a visitor about his rare
Polaris Star Car. Siler’s trailer is an awesome mini museum
on wheels.The museum displays a great deal of printed
Michigan racing memorabilia.

Power hungry sledders with the need for speed couldn’t
resist checking out Jim Guthrie’s 1980 Anderson/Polaris
dragster..

©

The best part of going to a swap meet is finding that
special something to add to your collection.These guys
were clearly happy with their vintage Harley Davidson
sleigh.

©

43455 N. Green Bay Rd.
Zion, IL 60099

Visit Goodwin PERFORMANCE
for all our quality
products or scan here!

Ph. 847.872.4001 Fax. 847.746.0565

CLUTCH KITS AND
CLUTCH COMPONENTS

Get World Championship
acceleration for your
snowmobile. Available for Arctic Cat,
Polaris, ski-doo and Yamaha.
We also carry weight ramps, pins, springs,
helixes, belts as well as all service parts.
©

Also Available

Team Clutches and Components

Jim Guthrie’s 1980 Anderson/Polaris
650 dragster took home top honors
in “Muscle Sled” class.
12 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

SHOCK SALES,
SERVICE & REVALVE
We sell and service
all brands.
We can make your snowmobile
ride and perform the way it
should by revalving your
shocks!

Goodwin PERFORMANCE
has what you’re looking for.
Just call and we can help!
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Presented by the MARION SNOWMOBILE CLUB

Snowfest
FEB. 20, 2016

Vintag
Snowm e
Races obile
& Swa , Show ,
p Mee
t

SCHEDULE OF
EVENTS
Fri. Night Early Registration
3 p.m. to dark
Sat. Race Registration: 8-10 a.m.
Hot Laps: 10 a.m.
Racing: 12 noon.
Show Registration: 8 a.m.
Trophies at noon
Swap Meet: 8 a.m.
Concessions Available

2016
FEATURE SL
Twin TrackED
s

FOR RACE RULES AND INFO CALL:

Todd (231) 846-1928 • Kelly (231) 825-0166
Rich (231) 878-2746

www.marionvintagesnowmobileclub.com

Fun For Everyone!
Admission $5.00

RACING ON 1/2 MILE OVAL

Youth Classes: Kitty Cat, 120 Stock, 120 Imp.,
Kids 8-12 HR Single Stock.
Adult Classes: 1970 & Older HR Single Two Man.
1974 & Older: HR Single Stock, 340 Twin Stock (Fan), 340 Twin Stock
(Free Air), 440 Twin Stock (Fan), 440 Twin Stock (Free Air), 1975 &
Older Vintage Pro, 440 Twin Imp. (Free Air), 440 Twin Imp. (Fan),
340 Twin Imp. (Free Air), 340 Twin Imp. (Fan), HD Imp., HR Imp.
1980 & Older Trail Stock: 340 Fan, 340 Free Air, 340 Liquid,
440 Fan, 440 Free Air, 440 Liquid
Kitty Cat & 120 Fees: $10.00 • All other classes $20.00 per class

Marion Fairgrounds / Veterans Memorial Park
Marion, Michigan, 49665
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Visitors to the swap & show were just a short walk away
from Red Flannel Day activities. Down town was packed
with visitors many clad in red.
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Records Fall
At Hay Days

One advantage of the 1971 Roamer, it was the first, lightest
and smallest of the LVI twin tracks. Here Allan and Jesse
Putman load their sled on TO their sleek little custom
trailer..
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Spectacular Autumn Day Greets Snowmobile
Enthusiast at Marion, MI Swap Meet.P
Snowmobile enthusiasts stroll around the oval at the Marion Fairgrounds looking for preseason bargains.

Story By Steve Landon
Photos by Steve & Sherry Landon
Marion, Michigan - October 10, 2015; -- One
truly Spectacular autumn day complete with
temperatures in the ‘70’s and beautiful fall colors
greeted snowmobile enthusiasts at the Marion
Fairgrounds / Veterans Memorial Park for what
has become the largest snowmobile swap meet
in Northern Michigan.
Presented by the Marion Snowmobile Club
this year’s event drew another record crowd of
enthusiasts from across the state. Once again
swappers lined both sides of the oval track selling everything from parts to snowmobile memorabilia. While recent rains left standing water
and mud on a portion of the track in front of the
grandstand, it didn’t seem deter eager shoppers
from making their way to various booths
Having enjoyed two great winters of snowmobiling riders of all ages seemed eager to
16 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

get back on the trail for what will hopefully be a
good season with plenty of snow to ride. Clothing, helmets, seats, tracks and parts for current
and vintage restorations were again in high
demand. One thing was very clear, people love
to go snowmobiling! Veteran sledders, people
on a budget or those looking to get into the sport
for the first time had plenty of dependable and
reasonably priced machines to choose from.
For history buffs and those looking for a challenge there were more than enough common
and uncommon vintage machines waiting to be
restored back to their original glory. By the end
of the day several machines were loaded, bound
for new homes while others not so lucky went
back to the barn to wait for another swap and
possible adoption.
Veteran collector Cliff Sian of Midland, Mich.,
was more than pleased with this year’s event.
“I like the way they do the swap here, I sold a
fair amount of things and picked up a little non

© 2015 Reproduction Prohibited
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BUD LIGHT, FLY RACING, JOHN DEERE, PITLIK & WICK, NRG MEDIA, BULL FALLS, PEPSI, HAYES RACING,
O'REILLY AUTO PARTS, LONDERVILLE STEEL, RHINELANDER GM, AUTOGEAR, TRITON, CASE AGRICULTURE, CASE CONSTRUCTION,
WSAW TV, RUGGED RADIOS, TRIG’S SMOKEHOUSE, WPS, FIRSTPLACEPARTS.COM, BOONDOCK NATION

January 14th-17th, 2016
53rd Running
WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP
PRO SNOCROSS
$

20,000
PURSE

Join us for SNOWMOBILE WEEK at the
AMSOIL World Championship Derby Track
Biggest show on Ice and Snow
Snowmobile Capital of the World • Eagle River, Wisconsin

January 8th-10th, 2016
3 Days of VINTAGE racing!
SPONSORS: BUD LIGHT, FLY RACING, JOHN DEERE, PITLIK & WICK, NRG MEDIA, O'REILLY AUTO PARTS, HAYES RACING,
LONDERVILLE STEEL, RHINELANDER GM, AUTOGEAR, TRITON, CASE AGRICULTURE, CASE CONSTRUCTION, WSAW TV, WPS,
RUGGED RADIOS, BULL FALLS, PEPSI, FIRSTPLACEPARTS.COM, BOONDOCK NATION
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from the mid 1980’s - 90’s made his first trip
to the Marion swap meet. Walking around the
oval he chatted with old friends, reminisced and
checked out all the bargains. Teamed with Ivan
Hansen of Lachine, Mich. in the mid 1990’s,
Buckler won several enduro races on-board the
“Hansen Racing #76” Polaris. While his racing
days are behind him Buckler is still a big fan of

©

Snowmobiles weren’t the only things for sale in the swap.
This guy found a vintage electric football game.

motorized Sno Skooter. It’s too bad the track got
muddy by the grandstand; hopefully it will never
rain the night before. I’ll be back for Snowfest
in February and the swap meet next year”, Sian
said.
Former MIRA, ICE and Soo I-500 racer Paul
Buckler of Kalkaska, Mich., whose career ran

Veteran collector Cliff Sian of Midland, Mich., found this
odd ball Sno Skooter that might be a challenge to ride.

While a sleds beauty can be seen outside it’s the sight of
what’s on the inside that really gets the heart racing.The
Yamaha GPX engine was indeed a gem.

Buying an old sled is like buying a new one, it takes a lot
inspection and thought before parting with the money.

©

©

©
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The fun part is finding the vintage sled of your dreams,the
hard part is loading it.

THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE
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Parts and accessories galore kept shoppers busy hunting.
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Lamont (“You Dummy”) Sanford, and his dad Fred Sanford
must have come east from California to pick up a few
vintage sleds.They couldn’t have been looking for junk,
all the sleds in Marion were easy to restore gems, right?

vintage and modern oval track snowmobile competition. Like many of those in attendance Buckler and his friends were very impressed with the
way the Marion Snowmobile Club runs the swap.
One of the really cool items on for sale this
year was Rich Laughlin’s 1967 Plaisted Polar
Expedition collection. The collection features
Replica’s of the expeditions snowmachine’s;
1967 ski-doo Olympique’s featuring a 247cc single cylinder Rotax engine, four gallon fuel tank in
the chassis, 10.5 gallon auxiliary tank on the rear
. The polar trek of ‘67 consisted of; Ralph Plaisted, leader - Dr. Art Aufderheide, co-leader” they
traveled 216 miles in 37 days 384 miles short
of the North Pole. A second attempt in 1968 with
Ralph Plaisted, Jean-Luc Bombardier, Gerry
Pitzl, and Walt Pederson was successful with
the group arriving at the pole April 19, 1968.
The sleds were by signed by Art Aufderheide in
2011.
Overall the 2015 Marion Swap Meet was a
huge success thanks to the volunteers, swappers and fellow sledders who come together
each October to make it happen. Proceeds and
food donations from the swap meet go to help
the Marion food pantry. According to officials
The new 2015/2016 Marion Swap and Snowfest
sweatshirt was unveiled at the swap, promoting Twin Track
snowmobiles,this years featured sleds.The photo of a 1974
Gold Raider Double Eagle used on the shirt was taken by
Steve Landon of the Winning Edge Magazine

©
©

This sledder will be happy knowing her ride will be
smoother this winter with the seat she found.

©

A couple of potential buyers check out a ski-doo.
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Motors of all cc’s were plentiful this year as were buyers
doing a little dickering for a deal.

This load of doo’s kept these shoppers busy as they looked
to buy just the right one.

©

Jesse Foster (left) found a happy buyer for his mint Yamaha
Bravo. Foster is a former enduro snowmobile racer and
long time friend of former Arctic Cat “Ace”Terry Spencer.

food donations were almost double over last
year.
Another successful event behind them, it won’t
be long until the Marion Snowmobile Club will be
returning to work icing the oval in preparations
for the Marion Snowfest set for Saturday February 20, 2016. Snowfest features vintage snowmobile racing on the fairgrounds oval, a late
season swap meet and a vintage snowmobile
show. In 2015 over 3,500 people attended the
one-day event. Twin Tracks will be the featured
snowmobiles for this year’s vintage show.
For more information about the coming Marion
Snowfest or to become involved with the club as
a volunteer contact Rich at 231-878-2746, Todd
at (231) 846-1928 or Kelly at (231) 825-0166.
22 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

©

Ronnie’s Lunch Box - Jack Duncan, Lauri Kelly and Hunter
Sutterfield were kept busy serving up goodies to hungry
shoppers and swappers in the Food Stand. Ronnie’s
located just north of the fairgrounds is a popular dining
spot in Marion.

©

n the eyes of some this trailer load of early ‘70 Moto-Ski’s
may look like junk.To a Moto-Ski collector these treasures
are projects waiting to be reborn in his shop.
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Series
Winner
Payout
$25,000

$125,000+
Total Series
Payout.

9 BIG
RACES

Vintage
Purse
$18,000

2016 Schedule
Race 1 • Dec. 20
ORA • Fargo, ND

Race 2 • Jan. 3

USSA Prostar • Ironwood, MI

Race 3 • Jan. 15

American Snowmobile Competition
Eagle River, WI

Race 4 & 5 • Jan. 23 & 24
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USSA Prostar • Wausau, WI

Race 6 • Jan. 30
ORA • Alexandria, MN

Race 7 • Feb. 7

USSA Prostar • Francis Creek, WI

Race 8 • Feb. 14

USSA Prostar • Weyauwega, WI

Race 9 • Mar. 6

CPTC • Beausejour, Manitoba

2015 CHAMPION
CARDELL POTTER

For more information
www.tlrcup.com
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T0P LEFT: Happiness is hitting the trail
with a fresh tRack found at the swap.

TOP MIDDLE,TOP RIGHT & LEFT: Rich
Laughlin’s 1967 Plaisted Polar
Expedition collection with Replica
sleds and memorabilia got a lot of
attention.
©

©

Happy shoppers discuss a buddies
purchase of a 1970’s Arctic Cat.Who
knows this machine might be back in
action at Marion Snowfest February
20, 2016.
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COUNTRYSIDE
MOTORSPORTS
SEE US
ON THE
Enduro Snowmobile Racing
Enduro Snowmobile Racing

OVAL

and at the Soo I-500
Drivers
Grant Vermeersch
Cameron Vermeersch
Keth Gainforth
Eric Churchill

Sponsored by

Countryside Transportation Service
Stacks Market
Murdoch Construction
Rooney Crane LLC
Ridge Run Farms
Yamaha Racing
Woody’s
Legue Graphics
Barkers Exhaust
Kibblewhite Precision Machining
Camoplast
Carver Performance
Hills Performance
Mickey’s Sleds

Daves Collision
JJV Enterprices
Richmond Steel
Brentwood

Photos by Steve Landon, The Winning Edge Magazine
Design
Sherry Landon
THEbyWINNING
EDGE MAGAZINE
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UTV/ATV WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
RACING COMES TO DERBY TOWN

By Gary Ridderbusch
Editor Vilas County News-Review
Eagle River, Wisconsin
Photos by Steve Olson
Speed Graphics Photos
Eagle River, Wisconsin – August
28-30 2015; -- A three-day show

AMSOIL Derby Track officials hope
will be one of the biggest and most
important UTV/ATV events in the
world was held in Eagle River.
The event featured plenty of activities for spectators, including musical
entertainment, camping, displays
and demo rides, a high stakes poker

run, a giant bonfire and a swap
meet. UTV and ATV racers had an
opportunity to compete on a challenging course inside the famous
oval, highlighted by the UTV and ATV
World Championship races Sunday
afternoon. The event was billed as
the Trig’s Smokehouse World Cham-

The UTV Eagle River World Champion Zac Zakowski Celebrates with Family and Friends following his victory.
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pionship UTV/ATV Derby, with a total
purse of $60,000.
“All in all, it went really, really well,”
AMSOIL Derby Track owner Chuck
Decker said Monday after the races.
“We certainly would have wished to
have a few more spectators, but for
the first event we are excited for the
future.” Decker said attendance over
the three days totaled 6,000 to 6,500.
“Obviously we would like to have
8,000 to 9,000 a day, but we really
think we can get there by the third
year,” said Decker.
Pulling off an event in its first year
can have its challenges, but Decker
said things went surprisingly well at
the track.
“In every area, from will call to concessions to the paddock, we did not
hear one negative comment, which
is really good,” said Decker. “One of
the top pros who was here said this
was one of the best and most professional races he has been involved
in.” Decker said everyone from the
sponsors to the racers to the exhibitors was pleased with the first UTV

Every pilot needs a Navigator™ - Woody’s® Navigator™ Ski Protector is
exactly that, an accessory that will protect your Pilot ski from wear. While
protecting your ski it will also help reduce darting. The Navigator™ works
with any single Pilot runner in the market that has a host bar up to 1/2 inch.

* Patent Pending

Contact your local dealer and
order Woody’s Navigator™ today!
International Engineering & Mfg., Inc. • 6054 N. Meridian Rd. • Hope, MI 48628 • 989-689-4911
Email: woodys@wiem.com • www.WoodysTraction.com • © IEM 2015. All rights reserved.
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Performance
Driven!
Performance
Proven!

Everything about an Ultimax belt is designed to deliver superior
performance and dependability. With specially formulated
rubber compounds and extra strong aramid cord, Ultimax is
designed for the rider who refuses to settle for second best!
The Ultimax family includes Max, Pro and XS
snowmobile belts, plus Ultimax MD (Multi-Duty)
and Ultimax ATV/UTV/SxS belts.

UltiMAX
Improved design for greater flexibility and
cooler running. Max is thicker for added
strength and longer belt life. Designed for
machines under 500cc. One year warranty.
Made in USA.

Ultimax PRO
Delivers enhanced performance and longer
belt life. The hefty cross section allows
more surface contact to the clutch for
less slippage and more acceleration. The
advanced design dissipates heat and boosts
flexibility. One year warranty. Made in USA.

and ATV Derby.
“We have people calling already today on being a part of
next year,” said Decker. “I predict the racing entries will be
up three times next year and I believe the dealer exhibits will
increase three times in size.”
Decker said that Saturday had the biggest crowd, along
with plenty of spectators Friday night for a Freestyle Show.
Another popular attraction was the mud pit on Saturday
night, which featured UTVs and ATVs trying their luck in the
Sedona Tire and Wheel Competition. Decker said bringing
the event and the interest in UTVs and ATVs to Eagle River
is a plus. “We were able to bring some people to Eagle River
in late August and many of them will likely return as more
trails open up here,” said Decker. “I heard some good comments about people being able to ride to downtown Eagle
River, Phelps and Conover. We even had some people
staying here who rode down from the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan to camp.”
Champs Crowned
The two biggest races of the weekend were held on Sunday afternoon with a $15,000 payout. The ATV World Championship started at 2:00 p.m. and the UTV World ChampionDerby Royalty celebrates with new UTV World Champion.

Ultimax XS
Peak power and peak efficiency for
screamin’ hi-performance. Purpose-built
for high horsepower sleds. Specially
formulated rubber compound found in no
other snowmobile belt. Cooler running.
Longer life. One year warranty. Made in USA.
On the track or on the trail, you can depend on Ultimax.
Champions choose Ultimax, the same belt available from
your local powersports dealer.

ultimaxbelts.com
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Sponsors:

• Baur Farms LLC - Bay Port, MI
• Blue Water Spas & Pools Inc.
• S & I Inc. - Pigeon, MI
• Michigan Agri-Systems, Inc.
Pinconning, MI
• The Winning Edge Magazine
• Fastenal
• Stine Seed
• B & D Heating & Cooling
• USI Ski’s
• Woody’s Traction Products
• Polaris Racing
• RCS Coil Springs
• Crop Production Services
• Asgrow
• Dekalb
• LRM
• Alma Tire
• Michigan Truck & Spring
• Great Lakes Trading
• Cass City Oil & Gas
• O’Conner Trucking

Drivers:
Pro: Cardell Potter
Enduro Snowmobile Racing

Pro-am: Josh Zelinski
Pro-am: Travis Baur
Youth: Ali Steinman
Enduro Snowmobile R
120: Tyson Steinman
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7681 MURDOCK RD. • BAY PORT, MICHIGAN 48720
DUANE BAUR • BAURBEEF@AIRADV.NET

Like us on Facebook: team02bluracing or visit our website at www.teambluracing.com
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The First UTV World Champion at Eagle River Zac Zakowski takes the checkered flag.

ship began at 3:00 p.m. Each race ran for 15 minutes,
followed by two laps. Taking the title in the ATV championship featuring five machines was Cody Janssen of
Kaukauna on a Honda. Janssen, who won $1,650 of the
$5,000 purse, was excited about the victory in the winner’s circle. “It’s huge; I’m a multi-time national champion,
Pro rookie of the year last year and now a world championship, especially the first one, nobody is going to be able
to say that and it means a lot to me,” said Janssen.
Janssen, 23, said he was impressed with the entire
weekend.
“This has been, in my opinion, a huge success. There
were a couple of different events across the country going on this weekend that kind of made it a conflict. It took
some of the other professionals like myself away from this
event,” said Janssen. “But going forward, this is going to
be the place they want to be. This thing is going to get
huge. I think it will be very similar to the winter Derby.”
The DeRBY Track Hot Seats made a bautiful backdrop for
motorcycle freestyle.

Sand Lake
Michigan

LIKE US ON
OUR NEW
FACEBOOK PAGE
www.facebook.com/pages/
West-Michigan-Snowmobile-Museum
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NOW AVAILABLE • GRAPHIC DESIGN SERVICES
YOUR SOURCE FOR FLIERS, RACK CARDS,
POSTERS, BUSINESS CARDS AND MORE.
CALL FOR SERVICES

GET THE MOST FROM YOUR ADVERTISING DOLLARS
ADVERTISE TODAY IN THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE
THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

CALL 989-588-9213
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Top Left:The UTV World Champion Can-Am by BRP driven by
Zac Zakowski of Hilbert sits on the line with a beautiful
World Championship trophy.
Bottom Left:The UTV/ATV mud run proved challenging,wet,
wild, dirty and fun.
Below: Scatter clouds at sunset madr for a beautiful
backdrop for freestyle motorcycles.

Janssen said it was an easy decision to race at the famous Derby
Track.
“Being a Wisconsin guy, obviously I
wanted to be here. So I wasn’t going
to miss this for anything,” said Janssen. “There are not many outlets for
pros to race. I’m a national professional, so we race from Texas to New
York and everywhere in between.
That’s why it means so much to me to
be here.”
Janssen said he thinks the UTV/ATV
Derby will only get bigger.
“The Decker family, if anybody can
get it done, they will do it,” he said.
“They have proven that they are the
people who can get it done.”
Janssen said he like racing in the
Derby bowl.

231-369-4300
www.formulax-1.com
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See the history of snowmobiling through the
many people and machines that started, nurtured
and developed the sport.
Officially recognized as the “Snowmobile Capital of the World©” and
home of the World Championship
Snowmobile Derby©, Eagle River is
now also home to the World
Snowmobile Headquarters.
Located just 200 feet north of the
Derby Track, the “HQ” showcases
many snowmobile groups that have
been or are instrumental in the
development and operation of the
great sport of snowmobiling. Our
goal is to showcase both the people
and the machines that have taken
our sport from its infancy to the
present. Click on the links to the
right and enjoy a mini tour through
the HQ.
THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

Display Hours
December 10 thru March 31
10am to 4pm Monday thru Saturday
--------------------------------------------------

May 15 thru October 15
10am to 4pm Monday thru Saturday
other days call (715) 479-4424 for appt.
-------------------------------------------------1521 North Railroad St. (Hwy 45 North)
Eagle River, WI 54521
Phone (715) 479-2186 |
info@worldsnowmobilehq.com
http://www.worldsnowmobilehq.com/
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Spectators young and old had a chance to run throUgh the mud pit clothes and all in the “Dash for Cash” Friday night.

“It’s not comparable to a national one solely because
it’s in a bowl. We race in the Daytona infield and it was
very similar to this,” said Janssen. “They (Derby staff)
did a phenomenal job. I was more than happy. This is
better than I honestly thought it would be. I’m super
pleased with the way it was. From start to finish, it was
nothing but professional from the people who put it on.”
Second place in the ATV title race went to Bill Berger,
who won $925. Third place and $750 went to Judd
Skubal, while fourth went to Jay Mittelstaedt and Mark
Olejnichak placed fifth.
The UTV title went to Zac Zakowski of Hilbert driving
a Can-Am by BRP. He won $3,300 of the $10,000 purse
and a giant trophy.
Second place and $1,850 went to Zach Szymik, while
third and $1,500 went to Matt Schuette.
A pair of Eagle River racers, Ben Pitlik and Austin Pitlik, took fourth and fifth, respectively. Tyler Krusick, also
of Eagle River, placed seventh.
Other finishers in the UTV race included Brian Strane,
sixth; Gabe Johnson, eighth; and Ryan Springer, ninth.
Springer led much of the title race and was being
chased by Zakowski. But Springer’s engine failed on the
north end of the racecourse midway through the final.
Zakowski easily got past him in the corner and cruised to
the checkered flag several laps later.
Zakowski, 25, was thrilled with his win at the first UTV

34 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

World Championship.
“I think it’s great. For a first-time event, it was awesome,” he said.
Zakowski talked about his race strategy in the winner’s
circle.
“I knew that Ryan (Springer) was fast and he usually
pushes it and breaks the car eventually, so I figured
I would just hang out and once he broke, I got excited
and went for the win,” said Zakowski. Once he got the
lead, he drove with caution around the dirt track that
featured plenty of hills, bumps, jumps and curves.
“I backed it down a little bit. I could see second and
third, so I tried to gauge them every time I went around
on turns one and two where they were at,” he said.
“These side-by-sides, no matter how much you prepare,
you never know when they are going to break. So I
backed it off and then I pushed it a for a couple of laps
and then I just tried to save the car.”
Zakowski said he was impressed with the race and
only expects it to grow.
“I know the Decker family is in this for the long haul
and this is going to get huge,” said Zakowski. “I got guys
from New York and Pennsylvania and from all over that
run the pro circuit with me who are calling me already.
They couldn’t make it this year and know about it already. They want to come next year. So this is going to
be big.”
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UTV/ATV RACING ADDS SUMMER
TWIST TO FAMOUS DERBY TRACK
INTERVIEW WITH RUSS DAVIS
W.E. - Winning Edge
R.D. - Russ Davis

logistics, and decided to do it ourselves. We do have a
strong nucleus of race experts in house...so we think..so
we tackled it ourselves along with some help from experts
on the outside.

W.E. - How did the idea of having ATV/UTV races at the
derby track come up?

W.E - How were the classes set up? Were their men,
women’s and youth classes?

R.D. - With the UTV and ATV sector of power sports business continuing to grow at a rapid rate, and the Decker’s
owning a race track facility that had all the infrastructure
in place for racing, we said...lets have a race...no, lets
have a World Championship race for UTV’s and ATV’s.
What better than a World Championship Race in Eagle
River, Wisconsin, the rest is history.

R.D. One of our main goals with this first UTV/ATV race
event was make sure everyone had a chance to race.
We really wanted to focus on stock class racing. Everyone in racing knows the large CC’s, loud pipes, and
speed is exciting. And it was! Everyone got a turn to run
the short course or oval. We had over 70 classes for racers, for the kids, youth and the ladies. Everyone had a
chance to compete and go home with and Eagle Trophy.

W.E - Were you working with an established circuit when
you set up the program and course or did you design your
own program?
R.D. - We explored several different sanctioning bodies that have race circuits, and came close to signing on
with them. We did a little more homework as to cost and
36 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

W.E. - What was the average length of the races. In your
results it says ATV/UTV, were ATV’s and UTV’s ran together at the same time or in separate races. Were races
run in heats, semi finals etc.
R.D. - All racing for UTV and ATV’s was run separately, by
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12 Days
of Christmas

VINTAGE

Dec 12, 2015
10 am to 2 pm
• Christmas Trophies
• 50/50 drawing (up to $500)
Tickets $5 each
• Specials throughout town
at stores and restaurants all day

SNOWMOBILE
SHOW
RAIDER

Hosted by

Ron Knapp - President
PO Box 211, Sand Lake, MI 49343
616-636-7232
Like us on Facebook
West Michigan Snowmobile Museum
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ABOVE: ATV World Championship top three celebrate with
derby royality. (L-R) Third place - Judd Skubal, 2nd Place

- Bill Berger, First - Cody Janssen
Middle & Bottom Left: Action was neck & neck in
all classes on the thrilling course inside the derby
bowl.
class. As mentioned, drivers could run the short course
or the ovals or both. There was a separate World Champion crowned for both. The World Champion qualifying
and finals were run on the short course only.
W.E. - Were the oval races run by both ATV and UTV ‘s
on the traditional derby oval? How were they run - laps,
time or heats?

38 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

R.D. - The traditional Derby oval was shortened/modified
considerably for this UTV/ATV event. It ended up being
a short quarter mile using some parts of the snowmobile
oval...not much of the banking. Keep in mind, the short
course stayed in the confines of the Derby Bowl as well,
so we had to work around that and the separate competition mud pit. The competition mud pit run Friday night
under the lights turned out to be one of the highlights of
the weekend. The entire bowl and surface of the track
has been totally restored back to its original form. Our
construction crew said they made the surface even better
than before by removing some of the old bumps that built
up through the years. This years snowmobile racers will
be impressed! Watch out for new oval record speeds and
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this first UTV/ATV event. Many of them were exposed
to the Amsoil Derby Track for the first time, and were
very impressed with the facility itself, the professionalism
and organization itself. Zac Zackowski, the UTV World
Champion and Cody Janssen the ATV World Champion
both professional racers, said it was the most professional and organized race they have ever attended.
That speaks volumes!
W.E. - Some diehard sledder’s feel UTV’s and ATV’s
will cut into derby attendance. From your experience this
year do you feel the bulk of your crowd were both sledders and wheeled warriors who enjoy both sports?
R.D. - Racers are racers. Power sports racers and fans
just want to be involved whether on wheels, skis/tracks,
water, mud, and air or even lawn mowers and bar stools.
The UTV/ATV event will enhance the Derby attendance.
W.E. - What are your plans for 2016?
ATV World Champion Cody Janssen takes the checkered.

ET’s!!!
W.E. - Beyond the racing what other events were held
during the three-day event? Demo rides, swap meet,
ATV/UTV suppliers etc.
R.D. - The entire weekend event wasn’t just about racing. We had something for everyone. The highlight
of the weekend of course was the running of both the
UTV and ATV World Championships. We have over
200 large transept camping units right on the grounds,
not counting the number of racers that camped in the
pits with their rigs. We turned the indoor EXPO HALL
into the Wisconsin Brewing Company Beer Garden with
two live bands playing throughout the day and evening.
Both Friday and Saturday evenings featured $1.00 hot
dogs, craft beer/Bud Light and sodas. The spectators
loved that! Friday night we brought in an X-Games type
show that thrilled the crowd. Capping the Friday night
evening was the UTV/ATV mud run...and surprising
every spectator sitting around the bowl was invited to try
their skills at “running” through the mud pit.’ clothes and
all. It was called the “dash for cash”. What a show that
turned out to be! It ended with two big guys mud wrestling for a prize...what a show! Other activities such as
the OEM’s/Manufactures displays and demo rides were
a big attraction as well. All in all...it was a great weekend!
W.E. - The derby track is noted for snowmobiles, do you
feel this affects your ability to draw people to wheeled
competition at the track? If so how?
R.D. - Not at all. We opened up many eyes with racers, spectators, potential sponsors and exhibitors with

THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

R.D. - The dates for the 2016 Second Annual “Trig’s
Smokehouse UTV/ATV World Championship Derby” are
August 19-21, 2016. It will be bigger and better for next
year.
W.E. - We’ve seen motorcycle ice racing at the derby in
the past, any chance we might see a weekend of UTV/
ATV racing on the ice of the derby oval someday?
R.D. - Never say never! We’re looking at that possibility.
W.E. - The trail across the street from the track is one of
the best snowmobile trails in the area. Is it open to UTV/
ATV? Eagle River is already active in the summer do
you see this event doing for summer and fall what the
derby did for winter?
R.D. - The snowmobile trail across the street from the
Derby Track is open to ATV’s, it opened August 1, 2015.
You can drive right down town Eagle River, from the Derby Track or head North to the U.P. of Michigan on legal
ATV trails. The City of Eagle River and the surrounding
Northern Wisconsin Counties, will continue to support
Motorized Sports in any way they can. This area has
come to realize what the motorized sports business can
do for the economics of the area.
Any final comments?
R.D. - You will notice that when referring/marketing/advertising our summer event we reference it as the “UTV/
ATV World Championship Derby” always putting “UTV”
first. The reason being is the UTV part of that industry
is seen as the fastest growing segment. We want to
be recognized as the “UTV/ATV World Championship
Derby” in fact we have a reregistered trademark accordingly.
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Four International Snowmobile Hall of Fame inductees are (l to r): Paul Crane, Delyle Pankratz, Duane Sutton and David Wells.

ISHOF INDUCTS NEW CLASS
(Eagle River, WI) While the weather was very
good for snowmobiling, the balmy 70+ degree temps
served as a perfect background to the 26th Annual
International Snowmobile Hall of Fame Induction
(ISHOF) weekend. ‘Four very deserving long time
snowmobilers, a groomer and club were inducted at
a grand banquet that capped off a weekend of celebration and camaraderie that always happens when
snowmobilers get together.
A tour of the Chain O’Lakes on Friday aboard a
“pirate ship” kicked off the activities with only one
person having to walk the plank. Then a traditional
Wisconsin Friday Night Fish Fry at the oldest building in Eagle River finished off Friday.
40 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

Saturday was a trip to Sayner to visit the Sayner
Snowmobile Museum and see the very first Eliason
built snowmobile built in 1924. Several other activities were available to the inductees, their friends and
family who came to town to support their induction.
The board room of the World Snowmobile Headquarters, which hosts the ISHOF display, was the scene
of old friends just sitting around and renewing connections with each other. Touring the many facets of
the “HQ” filled in the day.
The highlight of the weekend was the Induction
Banquet that night at the Eagle River Inn where 106
of the most influential members of the snowmobile
community gathered. Following the delicious prime

© 2015 Reproduction Prohibited

THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

Groomer of the Year was won by Jim Johnson who also
gets a new sled of his choice to ride for the season from
Arctic Cat.

Club of the Year honors went to Dave and Darlene Haflett
of the TC Riders.

rib dinner came the induction ceremony. Honored
were:
Paul Crane from Lancaster, NH as “Organizer” for
his lifetime of promoting and organizing snowmobile
programs. Paul was has the distinction of being the
first person to ride a Ski-Doo in the United States
which he did in 1959.
DeLyle Pankratz from Eveleth, MN as “Trail and
Program Developer”. DeLyle has been at the forefront of all aspects of recreational trail development,
maintenance and promotion in Northern Minnesota
for over 45 years.
Duane Sutton from Aberdeen, SD as “Volunteer”.
Immediately after his first ride in 1966, Duane has
been a tireless volunteer in promoting the sport
from the local, state and international levels. He has
served as ACSA president.

David Wells from Pittsford, NY as “Journalist”.
For more than 40 years David has been contributing interesting, accurate, pro-snowmobiling articles
to numerous publications. In addition, he has held
many offices in his local, county and state organizations.
TC Riders Snowmobile Club of Camden, NY was
honored as the “Club of the Year” for their outstanding work in grooming, local activities support and
year around activities. They count 474 family and
436 active memberships.
Jim Johnson from Westfield, WI was named the
ISHOF “Groomer of the Year” for his 47 years of
leadership in county grooming programs guiding
the county though new groomers and trail development. Also active in the Antique Snowmobile Club
of America.
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