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• Get informed, read, comment and share
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• Check out our weekly Remember When
Features and Photo Flashbacks.
• Get The Winning Edge Magazine in your
facebook feed.
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WHAT’S
The Winning Edge

Snowmobile Research Work Revisited
Haslett, MI: In 2006, extensive research work was performed
to help us understand the perceptions individuals have of snowmobiling. The research also highlighted the priorities of outdoor
recreationists of all kinds.
The research work consisted of a thorough study of three
market segments. The segments were: Young Adventure Seekers – aged 24-36; Family Fun seekers – couples with children
between the ages of 8-16; and Empty Nesters – individuals aged
50-65 who enjoy youthful activities and participate in many outdoor activities. Individuals within these groups were contacted
by phone and electronically from across North America and they
also participated in the key target groups with 50 individuals in
each one of three groups, held in the US and Canada.
Recently, similar research was performed in Canada by the
IPSOS Public Affairs Group. They generally verified the initial
study conducted by Consumer Insights in 2006. The research
shows that the three groups, collectively, were excited about
activities that included having fun with friends and extended family and they enjoyed sharing their recreation choice with others.
The groups all agreed that their activities did not require significant athleticism and exercise was universally seen as a byproduct rather than a goal or focus of the outdoor recreation. The
respondents believed they had four common benefits that they
all wish to achieve in their activities: (1) a strong sense of social
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interaction with family and friends, (2) relaxation by disconnecting
from their day to day routine, (3) fulfillment of accomplishing an
activity, and (4) it was particularly important to do something that
was out of step of their day to day activities to relax.
The research also showed that individuals (a) liked to have
the chance to feel like a kid again; (b) snowmobiling and being
outdoors is the most important time to feel alive and escape the
confines of daily life; (c) this was an opportunity to connect with
nature, (d) an opportunity to connect as a family and to improve
connectivity with each other. Most participants stated that it was
a great way to end a great weekend.
The research also told us that Winter Recreation requires a
certain amount of heartiness that is not necessarily required for
the summer. The preparation time is longer and the amount of
daylight hours is shorter. Plans can easily be disrupted due to
poor driving conditions, even though we all wait for the snow.
School routines impact on winter recreation in a way that are not
present in the summer, and therefore need to be accounted for.
Interestingly, many individuals in the study group did not understand where snowmobiling occurs. If they did not own a snowmobile and never went snowmobiling, they had no idea where the
trails and riding areas were located. They knew nothing about
snowmobile clubs, associations, and/or related businesses. They
also stated that many non-snowmobilers knew snowmobilers but
never participated in the activity due to various reasons. Many of
the respondents stated that their friends never asked them to go
snowmobiling, so they never had the opportunity to do so.
When individuals were asked if they wanted to go snowmobiling on a scale of 1-10, they rated the desire to go snowmobiling a
9. Individuals of all age groups expressed a high level of interest
in snowmobiling and they are hopeful that the winter season will
allow them to participate in the activity and get them out on the
snow.
It is because of these positive results and the research work
that was conducted in 2006 and reinforced in 2015, that the
snowmobile manufacturers initiated the “Take a Friend Snowmobiling” campaign. The campaign is designed to encourage snowmobilers to invite non-snowmobilers – whether they are friends,
family, or elected officials – to go snowmobiling. It is known that
once individuals go snowmobiling, their likelihood of snowmobiling again in the future improves substantially. We also know
that when individuals snowmobile with friends, they will often join
the club and/or association that their friends may be involved in.
Taking a Friend snowmobiling is a great opportunity to expand
club membership and Association membership throughout North
America.
We are all encouraged to help grow the snowmobiling family
and plan to take a friend snowmobiling this winter.
After a short trip on the snowmobile take your friend to your
club house, a club meeting, a snowmobile show, and to your local
snowmobile dealer so they can get a feel for what the sport can
entail. Give your friend a map and show them the trails and riding areas. Invite them to events they might enjoy…….IT IS FUN!
BRC Supports Balanced Management Of Public Lands
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$13,103 to Pink Ribbon Riders in one day!

For 7 years now, participants of Woody’s Charity Golf Outing go above and beyond for Pink Ribbon Riders

JODY MCKAY – PINK RIBBON
RIDERS & TINA WENZEL –
GUEST SPEAKER

BEST DRESSED (GROOVY 60’S)
— DONNA CODY
FIRST PLACE TEAM – REID VALVE DYNO

Hope, MI – International Engineering & Manufacturing, Inc. (IEM),
maker of Woody’s® traction products, held their 7th Annual Charity Golf Outing on August 12, 2016. In efforts to raise funds for Pink
Ribbon Riders© (PRR), 29 teams gathered at Beech Hollow Golf
Course in Freeland, Michigan to demonstrate their generosity and
compassion. The seven-year running total raised for PRR is now at
$75,560!
The Pink Ribbon Riders is a small 501 C 3 non-profit organization
that provides direct financial assistance to men and women diagnosed with breast cancer. For more information on the PRR, visit
their website at www pinkribbonriders.com.
After a few cups of coffee and TimBits donated by Tim Horton’s of
Midland, a shotgun start sent participants on their way to win prizes
and raise funds.
Throughout the course of 18 holes were two 50/50 drawings, a
silent auction sale made up of many donated items, and several
hole prizes including a $10K hole-in-one, compliments of Diebold
Insurance. New to the event this year was a bake sale, which raised
an exciting total of $208.
As teams finished out strong and the rain continued to hold off,
an outstanding chicken dinner by Beech Hollow was provided to
all attendees under the pavilion. During dinner, Jody McKay from
PRR presented her organization and introduced two guest speakers, Kali Wissner who shared her mother’s breast cancer story and
Tina Wenzel who also shared her experience of overcoming breast
cancer. Subsequently was the announcement of prizes, awards, and
a live auction, which closed out the day. Due to the generosity of
IEM’s sponsors, donors, participants, and volunteers, this one-day
event raised $13,103 for PRR.
Some awards included $480 to the 1st place team, Reid Valve
Dyno, and $260 to the 2nd place team, Montville Plastics & Rubber;
both of which graciously donated their winnings back to the cause.
To add a few laughs or even clean up some tears, the last place
team, Western Power Sports, was awarded several rolls of toilet
paper. Best Dressed for the groovy 60’s theme went to Donna Cody
from the Michigan Snowmobile Association, which landed her prizes
from Woody’s and the Gourmet Cupcake Shoppe. Skins winners,
(Tech Met Carbides,
Reid Valve Dyno, Team Lorenc, Team 19&67) donated back a
4 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

total of $360. This put the happening team, Reid Valve Dyno, at a
total of $650 donated back to PRR! When asked about the event
John Sheldon Reid stated, “Our goal all along was to win the event
and donate the winnings back. We definitely plan on being back next
year, and that will be our goal again. The amount of prizes and what
Pink Ribbon Riders do for people is amazing; we wish we could
donate more.”
Additional positive feedback came from Chip Hofstetter (2nd
Place Team- Montville Plastics & Rubber) who said, “It was a
pleasure to golf in Woody’s outing. The money raised goes to a
good cause, and it is nice to give back to the community whenever
possible; my team plans to attend next year as well.” Chip’s team
traveled from Ohio to help make a difference.
Photos taken at the event can be found on Woody’s Facebook
page under the album Woody’s 7th Annual Charity Golf Outing. Nexr
Year’s 8th Annual event is scheduled for August 11, 2017. Early Bird
registration and sponsorship opportunities will be available in early
spring of 2017.
Hole Tee Sponsors — MSA, XLT Engineering (2), Endurance
Carbide, Camso, PCA, Jim Noble, E&D Engineering, Cignys, Wayne
& Carol Schulte, Members First Credit Union, Fullerton Tool, Cintas
Corporation
Tee Hole Signs printed by — No Bull Graphix
Prize/cash/gift/food/water donors — 509, Applebee’s-Midland,
Arctic Cat, Auto Zone-Midland, Beech Hollow Golf Course, Bellman
Melcor, Buffalo Wild Wings-Saginaw, Charlene Cabala, Cignys, Cintas, Dan Dan the Mattress Man-Midland, Dan Wise-Wheeler Road
Driving Range, ERX Motor Park, Fullerton Tool, GMAX Helmets,
Greg Cadarette, Gourmet Cupcake Shoppe-Midland, Home DepotMidland, Jim Noble, L.A. Nails, Lalonde’s Market, Olive Garden-Midland, Tanya King, Pink Ribbon Riders, Polaris Industries, Ski-Doo/
Dee’s Marine, Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort, Spanky’s Powersports, Stryker’s Lakeside Marina, Tim Horton’s-Midland, Tractor Supply Co.-Saginaw, Tupes, Woody’s, Yamaha
Volunteers — Tina Wenzel, Mark & Ruth Musselman, Jess &
Tanya King, JoAnna Duby, Kali Wissner, Bobbi Jo Hoover, Michelle
Ellis, Katie Zawacki, Serena Gardiner, Michelle Smith, Mary Wissner.
IEM is extremely thankful and appreciates everyone who puts their
time, effort, and thoughts into this event.
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BURT BASSETT

BILL BICKFORD

SNOWMOBILE HALL OF FAME
ANNOUNCES 2017 INDUCTEES
Burt Bassett, Bill Bickford, Pat Hauck and John Hooper to be Honored During 2017 Ceremony in St.
Germain, Wis.; Fans are Invited to Participate in Ride With The Champs

St. Germain, Wis. (Sept. 8, 2016) – The Snowmobile Hall
of Fame and Museum in St. Germain, Wis., announced today its four inductees for 2017: Burt Bassett, Bill Bickford,
Pat Hauck and John Hooper. These four honorees will be
inducted into the SHOF on Feb. 18, 2017, in St. Germain,
coinciding with the annual Ride With The Champs and
other events to which all fans are invited.
Burt Bassett of Roseau, Minn., experienced all levels of
success in a career that began in 1960s. As a driver he
won the Soo 500 Enduro and multiple cross-country and
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enduro events. He was the Captain of the Polaris crosscountry team and helped develop the original 1980 TXL
Indy. A founder of Pro-5 Racing, he built sleds and helped
propel the careers of many Polaris terrain racers who
notched wins at the biggest oval, cross-country and hillclimb events.
Bill Bickford of Epsom, NH, made his mark on snowmobile drag racing with a stunning win record on the East
Coast and in occasional trips to the Midwest. He captured
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PAT HAUCK

JOHN HOOPER

State Championship titles in Maine, New York and VerWith literally hundreds of wins to his name at venues rang
mont, as well as multiple New England,
Canadian and
ing from Hay Days to the ISR World Series and everyInternational championships. He was also a Minnesota
where in between, Hauck is one of the sport’s winningest

Cup Champion and winner of the East
vs. West Shootout
racers.
at Hay Days.
Fans are invited to the SHOF Induction Ceremony and

John Hooper of Goshen, NH, turned a passion for snow- 34th Annual Ride With The Champs event, presented by
mobile performance into a winning 
career as an engine
Modine Hot Dawg Garage Heaters, where they can meet,
and chassis builder. He’s built machines that have won
talk and ride with many of the sport’s biggest stars. The
six Eagle River World’s Championships, eight Canadian
weekend includes various modern and vintage trail riding
Championships and myriad other individual
races. He also opportunities, plus a wonderful dinner and induction cer
helped conceive and launch the Formula 500, Outlaw and
emony. In addition, the Snowmobile Hall of Fame Museum
Pro Lite classes in an effort to grow oval competition.
is open for all enthusiasts to see legendary machines and
Pat Hauck of Rice Lake, Wis., is one of the sport’s most
memorabilia.
decorated drag racers. Racing for Yamaha, Hauck notched
Go to www.snowmobilehalloffame.com for more informawins in nearly every category and at nearly all ice and
tion about the 2017 Snowmobile Hall of Fame, Ride With
grass drag venues during a career that began in 1974.
The Champs and museum.
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MOTHER
LOVE

Interview with Jan Bailey, Race Volunteer and more!

that can do attitude her way to motivate people that we enjoy the Soo
and enduro racing yet today in. Recently we had a chance to refresh
our story about this spirited legend
of Snowmobile Racing.

W.E. — The Winning Edge Magazine
J.B. — Jan Bailey
Editors Note: Back in 200? we had
a chance to interview a very special lady by the name of Jan Bailey.
Since playing and working in the
clay and mud, building the Soo
I-500 track with her parents back
in 1968/’69 snowmobile racing has
been in her blood. Over the years
she has served as the first woman
chairman of the Soo I-500 as well
in many other roles from head of
medical to dozer operator. She has
also worked behind the scenes with
race groups like I.C.E Racing and
the No Bull Triple Crown Series.
The word can’t does not exist in
Jan’s vocabulary. It is because of

W.E. — Tell us about yourself

©

Enduro Racing’s
Jan Bailey

J.B. — I was born and raised in Sault
Ste. Marie with two sisters and one
brother. I spent my college years
here and obtained my nursing degree
at Lake Superior State University LSSU. I have been employed at War
Memorial Hospital since 1978 in different roles, started off as a nurses aid
and then RN. I became the Director
of Long Term Care from 1990 – 2003.
I was Nursing Supervisor from 20032015. When I went back to work in
February of 2015 after surgeries on
my back I had to take a desk job which
I worked until June of this year as

©

EVERYONE INCLUDING WIVES AND GIRLFRIENDS GOT INTO THE ACT
BUILDING THE I-500 TRACK IN 1968. JAN’S MOTHER, PAT WHYTE
(3RD FROM LEFT) JOINS MARLENE WEBER, MARY BEAUNE AND PEG
STANDON TO CLEAN OFF A MUD COVERED DOZER.
8 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

JAN ACCEPTS A SPECIAL AWARD FROM INTERNATIONAL RACING
GROUP MEMBERS STEVE BROSCO AND STEVE KWIATKOWSKI AFTER
RECEIVING THE 2001 GORDON W. MALCOLM “SPORTSPERSON OF
THE YEAR”.
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Visit the World Snowmobile Headquarters

It’s More than a Snowmobile Museum!
FREE Admission with donations kindly accepted.

World Championship Snowmobile Derby Hall of Fame
53 years of Derby Race History, Championship Sleds,
Radloff Derby Gallery and more Racing Photos.

International Snowmobile Hall Of Fame
Honors 105 pioneers, volunteers, industry leaders and promoters
who together created and sustain this sport... see their induction photo
plaques on display. View their stories here and also on www.ishof.com

Over 65 Snowmobiles on display

See a unique mix of Antique and Vintage recreation and race machines.
Vintage Clothing, Helmets, Patches and other Memorabilia.

Home to Snowmobile groups and organizations
• Trail Sponsor Sno Eagles Pitstop #18 • Groomer of the Year • Club of the Year
• Gift Shop • Iron Dog Brigade • Thirsty Dogs • Women on Snow
• Snowmobile USA Show & Sale • ISR International Snowmobile Racing Inc.
Gift Shop: History Books, Clothing, DVDs, Jewelry, Mugs & More!

1521 North Railroad St. • Eagle River, WI

Just North of Derby Track on Hwy 45 • Open Mon. through Sat. • 10am to 4pm

(715) 479-2186
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Clinical Quality Manager. In July 2016 I returned to work after
my total knee replacement. I joined the Information Systems
Department to help with the new computerization that will go
into effect in October of 2017 - we have a very big project
ahead of us!
I have been remarried since 1991 to Harold Bailey, we live
on Sugar Island in a home we built on the water in 1993.
Harold and I have two boys, Joe is 32 and Nick is 33 years
old, both served in the armed services. Joe served four years
in the U.S. Navy in the Persian Gulf, Nick spent 11 years in
the U.S. Army and made several trips to Iraq (36 months) and
spent one year in Korea. After all those trips to the Persian
Gulf and Iraq I was glad to be a retired military mom.
We are avid fisherman, Harold and I participate in many
Salmon Derby’s in Michigan and Canada. BRAGGING
RIGHTS!!!! I won the 1999 Sault Salmon Slam – took home a
10hp John Deere snow blower, and the 2000 Can-Am in Soo
Canada catching a fish worth $7,500 CA - only $5,500 US at
the time plus I was winner of one of the women’s only salmon
tournaments.
During the summer you’ll find me on the water or in my gardens. During the winter you’ll find me at the I-500 or snowmobiling in between volunteering for the Sugar Island Ambulance
Corp. as an EMT specialist or as an American Heart Association CPR instructor/trainer.

©

JAN’S FATHER DAVE WHYTE RAN A 1969 SKI-WHIZ SIMILAR TO THE
ONE SHOWN HERE. HE RAN THE SHORTEST RACE (1/4 LAP) IN 1969.
HE WAS ALSO THE FIRST DRIVER TO SCRATCH IN THE 1969 RACE AND
THE LAST.

W.E. — You have been active in snowmobiling for a number
of years. Looking back do you recall your first snowmobile
experience and your first sled?
J.B. — My father owned a Volkswagen dealership and I can
tell you a lot about Volkswagen’s as my first one was a 1956
Beetle! My first snowmobile experience was a brief one. Dad
got a brand new Trade Wind’s and went to the store to get a
tow strap for it; he thinks it actually was a clothesline. On his
way back he decided to take the big snow-bank by the airport,
when he got to the top there was nothing to come down on
and he totaled it! He said he only drove it a total of 20 minutes.
My first real memories of snowmobiling are being all
dressed up and not being able to bend over or scratch my
nose. The first sled that really sticks out in my mind was the
Ski-Whiz by Massey - Ferguson. My dad was also a dealer for
them so we were able to ride them around by the airport near
where McDonald’s is right now, that is where the car dealership was located. I never raced snowmobile’s, I have always
been too busy helping with the I-500. My heart races at every
race, that is as close as I would ever want to get to actually
racing a sled!.

©

PICTURED WITH A FELLOW MEDICAL STAFF VOLUNTEER JAN GIVES
SOME LAST SECOND ORDERS TO HER CREW PRIOR TO GOING
GREEN TO THE START OF THE 2007 SOO I-500.

W.E. — You have been a part of the I-500 since the day
the track was built. Tell us about those early years, special
memories, positions you held around the mile as a youth and
beyond. Of all the jobs you’ve done do you have any favorite
in particular?
J.B — The first two races I remember because my parents
were very much a part of the crew that built the track, my
father was in the first races. I remember many mornings waking up and seeing the muddy boots on the porch from them
building the track, this isn’t everyday mud it was and still is
the kind of mud that if you used a shovel to scrape it off then
you can’t get it off the shovel, it sticks to everything. I probably
tried to make pottery or something out of it. I also remember
the many days that my parents were gone to help. My best
memory at that young age is of my mother and several other
ladies dressed in coveralls washing off a bulldozer. It was a
group of the Jaycettes, in fact a photo of them spraying off the
dozer still exists today. I remember getting to go to the pits,
in fact I still have my red snowmobile suit from Ski Whiz that
I wore. I have done several things at the track over the years
from “bank jumper” with first aid in 1978 to Director of Medical
from 1987 to present, but now I am not in the pits today I am
basically the liaison between the hospital and the track, plus
arranging and confirming the rigs for race day.
10 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS
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JAN LEFT PRESENTS THE FIFTH PLACE TROPHY TO LOCAL FAVORITE
“GO TILL SHE BLOWS RACING” OF RUDYARD, MICH.,WITH DRIVERS
ANTHONY AND KENNY MAYER.
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BELOW: SOO I-500 LEGEND FRANCIS “TANK” MAYER AND JAN SHARE
A MOMENT DURING THE 2002 I-500 SENIOR CLASSIC AWARDS
BANQUET. “TANK” DROVE IN THE FIRST 25 I-500 RACES.

©

IN ADDITION TO WORKING HARD AT EVERYTHING SHE DOES - JAN
HAS A GOOD SENSE OF HUMOR ESPECIALLY AROUND RACERS AND
CREW MEMBERS. HERE SHE PRESENTS A SPECIAL GAG AWARD
TO MEL LEECK FOLLOWING HIS RUN IN THE 2002 I-500 SENIOR
CLASSIC.

©

I’ve painted and plastered the walls at the old press center, helped and then organized registration, put up posters,
approved posters, served as official time keeper for former
race director Steve Brosco for many races, cooked food for
volunteers, watered the track including spraying the bridge
once or twice (bad aim) to learning how to drive the semi’s
and dump water to building the track, I was chairman from
1998 - 2012. I’ve fought for the track property and provided

White Pine Lodge
Christmas Michigan

The best Trails in the Midwest
right from your door!
E7889 W. State Hwy M-28
Christmas, MI 49862

©

NO ONE MESSES WITH THE HAIR OF CADARETTE RACING OWNER
GREG CADARETTE UNLESS YOUR JAN BAILEY AND ITS JUST AFTER
YOU WON THE SOO I-500. HERE JAN HAS A LITTLE FUN IN VICTORY
LANE AFTER THE TEAM WITH DRIVERS TROY DEWALD AND JEFF
LUENBERGER BECAME THE FIRST TEAM TO EVER WIN THE RACE ON
AN ARCTIC CAT.
THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

24 HR Gas Station and C Store
Direct Trail Access
X-Large Hot Tubb
Group Rates
Next to Kewadin Casino
Delux Continental Breakfast

info@whitepinelodgeonline.com
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of former Benner/Williams Team owner Bob Benner coming
to the Medical shack just to say hello and bringing us something hot to eat. Team owner and former driver Tommie Bauer
of Farwell, Mich., who was always willing to help when we
needed it, he even tried to teach me how to drive his bulldozer
when he brought it up to help with work on the front straightaway and turns three and four. Roy Eichenberg stands out as
he is the only one that I know of that took out a power pole
and line bringing his rig into the pits. That one cost me a late
night, I was the only one at the track late that night and I had
to wait for the electric company to come to the track and fix
everything including taking the live wire off his truck. I’ve seen
Mike Stazak go from racer to owner of XLT Racing. Mike has
been a big supporter of the race in many different ways and
anyway he can. One person that I will miss dearly for sure
is Tommie Bauer who passed away in December 2015. We
spent many hours talking during and after race season. The
tribute Chad Bauer and team #19 did was very impressive,
Tommie will not be forgotten because of it. New teams have
been coming up and new memories are being made, it’s like
the next generation of a family coming. Matt Hoos son called
me Grandma Love this year, that was a reality check for sure!!
He is racing now!
W.E. — In addition to helping build the track your dad raced
the I-500 as a member of Team “Ski Whiz”, how many years
did he race the I-500? Who were his co-drivers?
©

JAN BAILEY (CENTER) WAS JOINED BY HER PARENTS, HUSBAND AND
FELLOW I-500 CREW MEMBERS AFTER GETTING THE DICK BEEBE
MEMORIAL AWARD; FRONT ROW L-R: PATRICIA WHYTE (JANS MOM)
JAN BAILEY, DAVID WHYTE, DAD. BACK ROW L-R: HAROLD BAILEY
(JANS HUSBAND), JIM TALENTINO,TERRY JOSS AND DENNIS AHO.
opportunities for kids to learn about the race, and dropped
the green flag to start the race. I really don’t have a favorite
job they were all things that had to be done to put on a race.
If I can pick one that really stands out I would say waving the
green flag because I didn’t HAVE to do it, it turned out to be
one of my biggest thrills in all my years working at the race.
The past several years since my knee and back injury I have
slowed down and have been on the sidelines helping where
I can. During the 2015 race I was with WSOO Radio doing
live broadcast from the track. In 2016 I was able to be in the
VIP area, monitor the race from on top the hill and mingle with
those in the booth. I continue to oversee the race registration
process to this date.

J.B. — My Dad DAVE WHYTE ran the shortest race, 1/4 lap
at the first I-500 in 1969. He became the first entry to drop
out of a race in 1969 and last driver to run a Ski-Whiz. The
other thing I found out about my dad is that in 1969 he blew a
belt within feet of the finish during time trials and pushed the
sled across the finish line. I think he had the slowest qualifying time. His backup drivers were Tim Griffith, Joe Babcock
(Mike’s Dad) and George Beamish. In 1970 Dad was a backup driver for Buck Lyons on a ski-doo but the night before the
race Dad, my Mom and several other people went out snowmobiling and were involved in an accident. The phone rang
it was Buck calling dad to say that they made it into the race
because of scratches. Dad couldn’t do it because of their injuries. Dad had broken ribs and mom a broken kneecap. I woke
up that morning when the ambulance was unloading Mom and
Dad into the house after they were treated at the hospital. In
1971 Dad backed up Tim Griffith on a Polaris along with Jerry
Maleport and Joe Babcock, I am not sure if they actually ran,
he never tried to race after that...mom probably had something to do with that.

W.E. — The I-500 has had its share of unique individuals both
on and off the track. Is there any particular racer or crewmember that really stands out from today or those early years?
J.B. — Well in my early years all the good-looking ones really
stood out! But I can’t reveal who they might have been. As the
years went on I realized that some of them were getting older.
I remember the first time I realized former Arctic Cat factory
driver Brian Sturgeon had gray hair, he would probably kill me
for that today!
One special memory I have is of the Bosek boys (John and
Tom) doing back flips down the hall at the old Ramada Inn
after one of the banquets. I realized time was flying by several
years ago when I was signing up a driver and realized that
I had changed his diapers when he was a baby - that made
me feel old! Artie LaVigne, Jeff Kipfmiller and Rich Autterson I
think had the most frequent flyer miles with the medical crew
and me. I picked up their “you know what’s” off the track more
times then I care to remember. You get to the point you know
who they are with their helmets on just by looking in their
eyes.
Other’s I have memories of are Betty Benner, the late wife
12 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS
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2009 DICK BEEBE MEMORIAL AWARD WINNER JAN BAILEY, 1992
“TEAM HIGHLAND” INDUCTEE ROGER BRITT AND BOB BENNER,
2009 MMSHOF INDUCTEE.
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HAVING ONCE GIVEN THE GREEN TO START THE SOO I-500 JAN
COULDN’T RESIST TAKING ON THE ROLE FOR THE PINT SIZE RACERS
RUNNING THE NO BULL TRIPLE CROWN. HERE SHE GOES AIRBORNE
TO START A RACE AT LINCOLN IN 2016.
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W.E. — Have other members of your family been involved or
raced in the I-500? If so who are they and what role, have or
did they play?
J.B. — In 2000 I happened to look up at the carousel and realized that my son Nick, who was running it, was the third generation in my family to volunteer for the I-500. He did that for
two years before he went in the Army. My parents of course,
I have my mothers “Flying Mile” patch that she got, my sister
Jona was an I-500 Princess, that was how she met Jim Kirts
son of “Hall of Famer” Dan Kirts, they were married up until
the late 90’s. She remarried in 2003 and is still part of the Kirts
family with Dan and Nancy. Jim and Dan Kirts both were part
of our family so that made everyone nervous when they raced,
I would have to do my job in medical and keep my sister sane.
At one time Dan Kirts had the fastest time and my dad had the
slowest qualifying time on record.
W.E. Following the 1996 race things were looking pretty bad
for the future of the race. I-500 race director Steve Brosco
enlisted your help in an effort to turn things around. Do you
recall how you were able to help bring the race back from the
edge of oblivion?
14 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

J.B. — After the 1996 race when we had the big accident and
the major snow storm prior to the 1996 race the majority of
the board resigned and that left a lot of areas that not many
of us knew about and so Earl Kay was asked to be Chairman
again to keep things going. He got us through the 1997 race
and decided not to do it the next year. In the spring of 1997
Steve nominated me onto the board. Money was not to be at
that time and there were many bills outstanding, if I remember we were $15,000 in the red. Without the funds to do what
needed to be done we thought that we would have to pull
the plug. The Press Center was in bad shape and things just
didn’t look good. Steve, Charlie Peller and myself went to all
the places that we owed money to and made arrangements
for paying them. We begged for anything from paintbrushes
to mechanical parts for vehicles, you name it we begged. The
local people were great and we were able to pull off the 1998
race and pay the outstanding bills.
The spring of 1998 Charlie Peller and I were co-chairman’s
and were left with little dollars to work with as we had used
all the funds to pay the previous bills and so we took a different approach to getting cash sponsorships as that is our main
way of paying for advertising and bills until race day. I had a
hard time trying to keep everyone positive and focused as
sponsorships were hard to get, we didn’t have the contacts
we needed. I remember Steve, Charlie and I sitting at the
Robins Nest restaurant in August of 1998 coming up with our
sponsorship packages and mailing them everywhere we could
think of. With a lot of telephone calls we were able to get more
sponsors that year and focus our dollars into advertising to get
more spectators, it worked! We were able to put money away
with the goal of buying new lights for the track, a number one
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priority at the time. Many people think we make a lot of money
from the race, but we have several partnerships with organizations to put on this race. The Elk’s Club run the beer tent, the
Lion’s Club do the buttons and the Parking group does the
parking as their major fundraiser for the year and that money
ends up going back into the community, especially to kids and
projects that support kids. We have to rely on these groups
as they have the manpower and are the biggest source of our
volunteers. I bet I said that to the crew a million times and that
includes saying it to Steve Brosco. That was the only way I
could keep them focused and it worked!!
By 2000 we had enough money saved to replace the track
lights and the credit for the I-500 was excellent, we even have
one of the banks that will assist us with loans as we buy big
equipment. A new plow truck cost $13,000 and we had several
other trucks that needed to be retired. When the pumper went
a week before the race the mechanic that worked on it said
that it was from 1959 but he got it fixed! We obviously had
several vintage things that the early crews used to start the
race! Even today if anyone has any equipment to let loose of
don’t forget to contact the I-500. I have several other sayings
that I’ve used to stay positive “If you can’t do something about
it don’t worry about it” and “Never be afraid to ask someone
for help or something you need, the worse they can tell you is
no”, (my boys try that one a lot).
W.E. — Your mother gave you some inspirational advice when
you were contemplating the future of the race when things
looked pretty bleak following the 1997 race . How did her
advice inspire you?
J.B. —I went to my parent’s house one night in the summer of
1997 and told them things didn’t look good for the futures of
the race. I explained to them we might have to cancel since
we didn’t have any money to continue. She just smiled and
said, “You don’t even realize what you do have, when we
were helping to get this race started we didn’t even have a
race track and we did it. You have one!” Boy when you think
you have it bad someone always reminds you just how good
your situation really is. I can’t imagine Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan without the I-500. 35 more years lets see I would be.........
that’s my secret but older than dirt!!
W.E. — You became the first woman chairman of the I-500 in
1998, how were you accepted at this position? What do you
feel was your biggest accomplishments in your time at the
helm?
J.B. — At first I did have some people come up to me and tell
me I wouldn’t be able to do it because I did not know how to
run a race. I didn’t, I had Steve Brosco and his crew do that, I
had people that knew how to build a track and a lot of volunteers that came back to help every year. John Kenn our official
historian was the one that helped me a lot with many details,
he always had a list for the committee of things that needed to
be done. I used his list to get geared up each year, Bud Clarke
from the Parking Committee was another one that had been
involved in the race for 35 years, he was great at letting me
call him to get suggestions, ideas and “how to do” info. After
my first race as chairman I had many people come back and
congratulated me on pulling it off.
It wasn’t just me, there were many people that have and still
do help this race each year. Some even come back after being gone for several years. Everyone’s life changes and their
circumstances in life change and they come and go and the
race goes on. My own personal accomplishment was receiving the Gordon Malcolm Sportsmanship award in the spring of
2001. This award is given to a community member that strives
to improve the quality of life in the community through sports
by volunteering. This award wasn’t just for me it was for all of
the volunteers of the I-500 because without them I couldn’t
have accomplished everything that I had done. It doesn’t take
one it takes many.
W.E. — A lot of rumors were spreading about the future of the
THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE
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track and the race in the early 2000’s. What has happened
since that time to secure the future of the I-500?
J.B. — That was about the property involving the parking
area. The city was working on acquiring property for a future
right away if they ever needed it. The land around the track
was being sold and the college was purchasing it fast to invest
in their future development. With a lot of support from racers
and race fans, letters and faxes were sent to the city to stop
any property sales. Past board members and city commissioners called to tell me that the property was once designated
as Parks and Recreation. We had to prove this in order to get
things slowed down and get invited to sit at the table to discuss what was happening. Steve Swanson and I spent many
hours going through old minutes of I-500 meetings and boxes
of stuff to research this issue and sure enough because of the
help from the “Old Dogs” we were able to locate the information. December 12, 1972 the I-500 property was designated
as Parks and Recreation and that made it so the property
could not be sold unless there was a public hearing. Well
like I said with all the support and the press that we received
slowed things down and we were invited to sit at the table to
discuss options. Bud Clarke and John Kenn were there to help
and Bud was right beside Steve Brosco and me. A compromise was made to allow both the college and the city to meet
their own needs. The college bought some of the land, the city
got some land from the college for right away and the college
donated 98 acres of land in the city limits adjacent to property
that the city already owns. This gave everyone some options
for the future. If ever some big company came and wanted
to buy the I-500 track and adjoining property there is at least
an area that can be developed in the city to move the track if
necessary.
In 2008 an investor planned to purchase the track property
for a bio-dome, waterpark, theaters and a 300-room hotel. The
project fell through due to lack of financing by the developer.
Is there anyone in the position to buy it in the future? NO! It
would take some big dollars.
W.E. — You were in charge of track Medical from 1987 to
present, how did you become involved with this aspect of the
race?
J.B. — I was working at the hospital in 1978 when they put
up a poster for people to volunteer for the race so a friend of
mine and I signed up. Back then we didn’t have ambulances
we just sat on the banks with a basic first aid kit and waited for
something to happen. I was a nurse’s aide with CPR training
at the time so I had someone else with better medical background available if I needed it. After the 1985 race when Jeff
Willoughby was so badly injured a lot of the medical people
bailed out because of what happened. That was the worse
one I have ever seen. By 1987 there were only a couple of us
and I stepped in to make arrangements for volunteers. A lot of
people worried about liability and were scared to get involved,
by then I was an RN. I believe that was the first year that we
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ever had an ambulance at the track for Time Trails, they didn’t
have anyone in it but it was there. I remember Dan Kirts going
over the boards and they had to run to find someone with the
keys to the ambulance, after that I told them that I would do
everything including manning the ambulance. Since the 36th
race I have had the honor of working with Jason Thorpe and
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My heart still races as fast as it did in the pits because the
view from up top is much scarier!
W.E. — What is involved behind the scenes in prepping a
medical team for a race like the I-500? How many people do
you have on hand race day, what are their jobs?
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J.B. — Prepping for medical takes contacting all of the ambulance corps in the Eastern UP. There are only two that are
paid corps and the rest are volunteers, so again we rely on
volunteers. Everyone has to not only find people to be at the
track but also cover the ambulance calls that they may have
while they are gone. On race day there is about 30 to 40
medical trained personal, most are there all day and some
only part of the day. The minimum requirement is that they are
an EMT, First Responders can be there as drivers. We have
advanced life support there and we require that two ambulances be at the track at all times in order to run the race. I
usually have at least three in the pits, one at the top of the hill
and another within four minutes of the track if needed. The
hospital is only five minutes from the track so if needed we
load and go. The ambulances are manned at all times with a
minimum of three people and the rest are roaming around to
be available to the drivers if needed. Sometimes someone will
flip on their machine and come into the pits, then we go check
them out or maybe it is something else and one of the pit
crews comes and gets us. Central Dispatch (911) is ready for
us in the event that we need help. The drivers all fill out a brief
medical questionnaire that is reviewed and this information is
given to the hospital after the drivers meeting or at the latest
8:00 am on race day. It is mandatory that this be filled out and
the drivers have an armband on with their name and team
number. This allows us to identify which driver is injured and
contact the hospital when the ambulance leaves the track. By
the time the ambulance gets to the hospital they know enough
about the driver to take them to surgery even if they are unconscious and don’t have anyone with them. This information
includes allergies, medications, previous surgeries or injuries
and past medical history. This makes care so much easier for
the ER staff. I work with the ER to make sure that extra staff is
scheduled during that week in the event something does happen; this includes the O.R staff too.
W.E. — Do you wish to share any funny or unique stories from
the medical end of the race?
J.B. — OH some of the things I’ve had to do. Use your imagination for a moment...picture a turned over sled, the drivers
pants get ripped up the middle, gas cap comes off, gas spills,
driver takes several laps going who knows how fast, the temperature is in the teens. Driver comes off the track, I get called
to the trailer and find a driver with some frozen jewels. Don’t
rub! Warm hands are the only things to use. I find someone
willing to warm them because the driver also has problem with
his hands. Mom won’t do it ...girlfriend there, I left!
In 1996 when we had the big wreck at the bridge over the
track, Rob Blackwell had a concussion and didn’t remember
even starting the race, well he was like the guy in the movie
rain man, asking the same questions over and over again.
“What happened to the machine, when are we starting the
© 2016 Reproduction Prohibited
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race?” “What happened?” Well before he went on the track he
had come into the medical shack to get Vaseline put on his
face as it was -3 at race time and he was afraid of frostbite,
so I put Vaseline on his face for him as he was suited up. Well
when Steve Brosco and I went to check on all the drivers at
the hospital he couldn’t remember whom we were and then
he looked at me and said” aren’t you the one that put Vaseline
all over me? His whole team was there and everyone got a
laugh, that’s where I got the nickname “Queen of Vaseline” the
guys gave me a sweatshirt that year at the workers party that
said “Queen of Vaseline”.
One year Rich Autterson was trying to sign up as a back up
driver with two rods in his back from the 1996 race. Rich laid
on the track in ’96 apologizing to me for being hurt because
this wasn’t the first time I had picked his butt up from an injury.
I recognized his eyes that day. Anyway when he tried to sign
on I told him he couldn’t, he smiled and said “thanks I didn’t
know how to tell the guys no, but my wife will be happy.”
One thing that I do is if a driver is injured to where he needs
to be seen by a Dr. I call them afterwards to see how they
are doing so that I have some follow up on them. By the time
race day gets here I know them all and I care. I also want to
make sure that they are getting treated when they are home.
If someone isn’t then I usually talk to the spouse or significant
other and tell them they need to be seen. Especially with frostbite, race day it may not seem to be bad but two days later it
can be horrible. Drivers have had to have several months of
treatment for frostbite, sometimes plastic surgery or therapy
so I keep in contact.
The one thing that does repeat itself is a driver saying,
“Don’t cut the leathers”!
W.E. – Did you ever get the chance to visit the vendor tents
and watch the race as a spectator from the hillside?
J.B. – Yes I have finally been able to stop in and visit vendors
and sponsors, I like to thank them for their support.
W.E. - Are your grandkids slowly getting involved in the race?
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SOO I-500 / MIRA FLAGMAN AND FORMER TEAM HIGHLAND
DRIVER ROGER BRITT AND JAN BAILEY WAVE A SPECIAL SOO I-500
CHECKERED FLAG FOR FORMER ENDURO RACER / TEAM OWNER AND
I-500 VOLUNTEER TOMMIE BAUER OF FARWELL, MI. BAUER PASSED
AWAY IN DECEMBER 2015. HE WAS CARRIED TO THE CEMETARY IN
HIS TEAMS RACE TRAILER PAST HIS BUSINESS AND HOME.
Do you have any mini 120cc superstars yet?
J.B. - No racing so far for my grandkids and I would like to
keep it that way!
W.E. — Looking back can you believe the race has lasted as
long as it has? Are you optimistic about the future? Are you
still active at the race?
J.B. – As with anything there are ups and downs. The Rookie
Roundup race has been a great feeder for more drivers and
teams. As of now I see a GREAT future for the race as far as
teams, but as the teams do we also rely on sponsorships. I
certainly hope that area will continue to grow.
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I am more on the sidelines only a call, text or email away from
any of the board members and race officials if they need me.
I might venture into the pageant side of it more as that will put
me back mentoring girls. We are looking for teams to sponsor
a girl for the pageant as we have many that are underprivileged. For $50 a team can sponsor a girl and that is her entry
fee and helps with getting a dress fitted for her. Amanda Kemp
has done a remarkable job with this event, which is one that
has grown a lot in the past several years. We are looking for
dresses to be donated for all ages and all sizes too. If anyone
is interested they can send the money or the dresses to me at:
Jan Bailey, 11589 E. Village Rd, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

1
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W.E. – You became active in the “No Bull Triple Crown Series”
as the official 120cc Flag-person. How did you get involved
with the circuit? In addition to flagging what other jobs do you
do on the circuit. Will you be back in 2017?
J.B. – The No Bull Triple Crown wanted a team of officials
that worked well together and years of experience. The No
Bull people contacted Steve Brosco a former Race Director
for the I-500, from there he built a team. He contacted me
and asked if I would help and of course I said yes! Steve and
I have worked together for years at the I-500 and we understand each other and have been through a lot together. I was
supposed to sit in a nice warm timing Trailer with Debbie
Tomei but that didn’t happen!! I started with lining up sleds
by event, which I failed terribly the first time but luckily everyone
thought it was funny. Then I was the messenger to the teams
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during qualifying. Then on the day of the first race the 120’s were
lining up and we hadn’t assigned anyone to get them lined up or
set up the track. Alan Haynes turned and looked at me and said
“Let’s get this done Jan” so off we went. I ended up with the flags
in my hand and just got them started. I was laughing so hard that
I lost track of how many laps and I only had to count to 5!! Beth
Edwards was my official counter and leader standing right next
to me. It was a blast!! The next two races I came with candy for
all of the participants. The last race I decided to let the Mods do a
longer race and oh boy the chaos that caused!! There were many
past and current drivers there to help out as the sleds rolled,
crashed or knocked out hay bales!! It was fun to see them all
working together and smiling as they did it!
W.E. – In 2009 - the same year Bob Benner was inducted - you
were presented the Michigan Motor Sports Hall of Fame Dick
Beebe Memorial Award. How did that feel being honored with the
top people in Michigan Motor Sports?
J.B.- Oh that has to be the best “pull one over” on Jan Bailey
tricks I have ever seen, the next would have been my surprise
50th birthday at my own house that my husband pulled off!!!

I was so shocked and honored I hardly remember anything! My
first clue that something must be up was when I turned around
at the banquet and my husband, mom and dad and I-500 Board
members were sitting at my table. The first thing out of my mouth
was “What are you doing here?” My husband said that after
working all these years with all my boyfriends he wanted to meet
some of them!! “MY boyfriends” are what I called the teams,
crews, and officials over the years. I was blown away that I would
get any award from the Michigan Motorsports Hall of Fame. To be
recognized by them for all the things that I have done for the race
was super special and an honor. Somewhere in the history books
of Michigan Motorsports Hall of fame is me, Jan Bailey!
W.E. — Any final comments?
J.B. - So many people over the years have touched my life leaving many memories to think back on, it fills my heart. The racing
community is like family from sponsors to volunteers it is a huge
family that I look forward to seeing them each year. The sad part
is how we have been loosing those “family members” so those
memories we make are special. Steve, you and Sherry have
been part of that family too. Thank you for all you do for racing.
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KARL TAKES THE FINALS LAPS OF HIS PRO-EDURO SNOWMOBILE RACING CAREER IN MT. PLEASANT, MICH., QUALIFING HIS TEAMS #72 POLARIS
FOR THE NO BULL TRIPLE CROWN ENDURO.

Michigan Oval Racing Great
Karl Schwartz Retires
By Steve Landon

ice at speeds of over 100 mph every weekend of the
season. During his career he raced Yamaha, skiEvery great athlete knows all good things must
doo, Arctic Cat and Polaris to victory in both sprint
come to an end, that moment when a little voice says and enduro races. He is perhaps best noted for his
– “It’s time to move over and make room for the next success on ski-doo - the make that led him to progeneration”. That message came to 2012 Michigan
enduro victories in the; 1982 Alpena Thunder Bay
Motor Sports Hall of inductee Karl Schwartz this past 250, 1985 Soo I-500, 1985 Lincoln Lions 250 and the
season at the young age of ‘58.
1982 Stroh’s Triple Crown of Enduro Racing ChamSince launching his snowmobile-racing career
pionship.
in 1978 the Rudyard, Mich., native has served as
While you won’t see him roaring around the prodriver, team owner, sponsor, marketer and leader.
enduro oval in 2017, he will be working with his
In addition to racing snowmobile’s he was an avid
Applebee’s Polaris Race team turning wrenches and
auto racer driving Super Late Models, IMCA Modified directing his drivers from pit row.
and North American Mini Champ Racing Association
“I turn ‘59 in early January I figured it was time to
-NAMRA Formula Indy Cars (cars powered by snow- call it a career. At the Mt. Pleasant, Mich., No Bull
mobile engines) to countless victories.
Triple Crown Race I made my last career qualifying
On the ice oval Karl was a natural churning up the
laps but didn’t drive in the race I also didn’t ride at
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KARL TAKES THE CHECKERD FLAG AT THE 1982 ALPENA THUNDER
BAY 250 TO WIN HIS FIRST EVER PRO-ENDURO RACE.

the season finale in Lincoln, Mich. My last actual enduro racing laps were at the 2016 Soo I-500 where
I started the race in 28th and got off 70 laps later
running in 12th place. I never felt better on a sled
than that day! The Soo I-500 has always meant a lot
to me. I just love that start of the race and going into
the first corner under the green flag. I have competed in 28 Soo I-500 races over my 38 years of sled
racing. The Soo is a very special place to me good
luck or bad.
In Lincoln this year we were running good but we
had another engine failure. The past two seasons I
have had the worst luck with engines I could have
ever imagined. We broke engine at the Soo and Lincoln both. I’ve spent all the money I could on engines
and still had bad luck. I am considering my options
for this coming season as a team owner.
As for my decision to retire now, I began that transitioning into retirement last year by only racing at
the Soo I-500 and letting my drivers do the rest. I
enjoyed that role mostly because I have such a great
team and group of guys who have been with me for
a long time, they’re just great people! I retired from
driving because I was not as comfortable on the sled
as I once was. I always said when I couldn’t keep

Every pilot needs a Navigator™ - Woody’s® Navigator™ Ski Protector is
exactly that, an accessory that will protect your Pilot ski from wear. While
protecting your ski it will also help reduce darting. The Navigator™ works
with any single Pilot runner in the market that has a host bar up to 1/2 inch.

* Patent Pending

Contact your local dealer and
order Woody’s Navigator™ today!
International Engineering & Mfg., Inc. • 6054 N. Meridian Rd. • Hope, MI 48628 • 989-689-4911
Email: woodys@wiem.com • www.WoodysTraction.com • © IEM 2015. All rights reserved.
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up with the kids for 50 laps I would quit. At the Soo
I was as fast as ever, but the half-mile tracks are so
much more demanding and my discomfort showed.
Its hard to come to terms with retirement from racing
sleds but having my crew stick with me through this
transition made it much easier to handle. At my age
I lasted on the track longer than most and stayed
healthy, I have nothing but good memories about
driving, however I will admit the thought of not starting another race at the Soo I-500 was difficult.
I’m still competing in motorsports, I’ve found racing
off-road dirt bikes in the summer allows me to race in
my age class plus it seems to satisfy my competitive
urges. The best part of it is the fact it allows me to
race with my son”
As time passes I hope I’ll be remembered as being a good racer on and off the track. When I raced
full time during my dealership years, I never sold a
part out of my race rig, I always gave them to other
racers who were in need. I mentored a few new guys
- a couple went on to be champions. I’ve tried to be
a good influence for the sport and the racers. I also
raced in every top class throughout my career including; Sno-Pro, Formula One, Formula Three, Champ,
Stock 440, 500 and 600, Outlaw and Pro-Enduro –
Schwartz said.
A lot of retired enduro racers often transition into
vintage sprint racing after they leave the pro enduro
circuit. Guys like Roger Britt formerly of Team Highland and Three-time Soo I-500 winner Todd Krikke
have had tremendous success at the Eagle River
Vintage Championships. So will you see Karl back
on a sled from his past roaring to on victory?
“Vintage racing has never been on my radar, I
guess mostly because no one has ever asked me
to get involved. The sleds I rode in late 70’s and all
through the 80’s are the ones to have now for vin-
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KARL EXITS THE PITS AT THE 1980 SOO I-500 ON HIS WAY TO A
SECOND PLACE FINISH WITH RON WILLIAMS CO-DRIVER.THE PAIR
WON THE 1982 STROHS TRIPLE CROWN OF ENDURO RACING WITH
WILLIAMS RACE TEAM.THE 1982 SOO WAS 500KM (311 MILES).

tage. I wish I had kept many of them because I had
some very good machines over the years including
some factory limited build stuff. I can only imagine
what those sleds are worth today. I must have won
100 races on a 1976 Yamaha 340. Who could predict the future of those machines, when you’re a kid
just you’re just looking for money for the next sled.
Seeing another great racer shed his leathers for the

©
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KARL ROUNDS TURN ONE AND TWO ON HIS WAY TO VICTORY AT THE
1984 SOO I-500 WITH CO-DRIVER BRIAM MUSSELMAN.
THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

BRIAN MUSSELMAN AND KARL SCHWARTZ CELEBRATE FOLLOWING
THEIR 1984 SOO I-500 WIN ON BOARD THEIR “TEAM WOODY’S” SKIDOO.THE RACE RAN 5000KM (311 MILES).
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CREWS SCRAMBLE TO MAKE FINAL ADJUSTMENTS.
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KARL PICTURED WITH HIS POLARIS WAS INDUCTED INTO THE
MICHIGAN MOTOR SPORTS HALL OF FAME IN 2012.

last time is truly a sad moment, however, for those of
us who were fortunate to see him race his memory
will live forever in our minds eye. Thanks for the
memories Karl. May God bless you and your team
with many good seasons to come.
Major accomplishments – snowmobiles
• Michigan State Sprint Champion – 1978, 1979, 1980
• 1982 Triple Crown of Enduro Racing Champion with co-driver Ron Williams
• 1982 Alpena Thunder Bay 250 winner with co-driver Ron Williams – ski-doo
• 1985 Soo I-500 Enduro winner with co-driver Brian Musselman – ski-doo
• 1985 Lincoln Lions 250 winner with co-driver Cliff Besaw – ski-doo
• Outlaw (Sprint) winning driver 1989, 1990
• Sprint Rookie of the Year – 1991
• 1992 Bonnechere Cup Formula 1 Champion – ski-doo
• Sprint “Most Improved Driver – 1992
• Pro Stock One & Pro Stock Two Champion – 1996
• Open Stock Champion (Sprint) – 1997
• Champ 440 Champion (Sprint) – 1997
• Lincoln track record (Pro-Enduro) – 1997
• Third place at I-500 (Enduro) – 1997
• Fifth place at Eagle River, WI (Stock 600) – 1998
• Second in points (Pro Stock 500 & Pro Stock 600) – 1999
• Champ 440 Champion – 1999
• Pro Stock 500 & Pro Stock 600 Champion – 2000
• Finished Sixth in the I-500 after leading on lap 200 – 2011
• Finished Sixth in I-500 on a Factory Polaris after leading at lap 80 – 2012
• Midwest International Racing Association – MIRA – President for Eight years
• Won 12 of 16 Races with ski-doo Snowmobile engine powered Formula Indy
Mini Champ cars to win the 1994 North American Mini Champ Racing Association – 1994 NAMRA Championship
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LONG TIME FRIEND, CREW CHEIF AND FORMER WILLIAMS RACE
TEAM OWNER LARRY WILLIAMS CELEBRATES WITH KARL FOLLOWING
A VICTORY AT MT. PLEASANT IN THE EARLY 1990’S ON HIS SKI-SOO F-1
TWIN TRACK.

©

RACING LEGEND DARCEY EWING (OUTSIDE SLED) AND KARL
LAUNCH THEIR TWIN TRACKERS OFF THE LINE DURING HEAT RACING
ACTION AT THE EAGLE RIVER WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP DERBY IN
EAGLE RIVER,WISC., IN 1992.
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DRIVERS (R-L) TROY DEWALD, AUSTIN LEECK AND RYAN SPENCER CELEBRATE WITH THEIR CADARETTE COLLISION RACING TEAM FOLLOWING
A HARD FOUGHT VICTORY ON THE LINCOLN OVAL.

Cadarette Racing takes Lincoln 500,
Faust wins No Bull Triple Crown
Story & Photos by Steve Landon

©

CADARETTE COLLISION RACING DRIVERS (R-L) TROY DEWALD, AUSTIN
LEECK AND RYAN SPENCER TAKE A WELL DESERVED VICTORY LAP ON
THEIR ARCTIC CAT.
24 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

Lincoln, Michigan, February 27, 2016; - Having fought
through one of the toughest El Niño winters in recent memory
the No Bull Triple Crown of enduro racing officially closed out
2016 with a real barnburner as defending Triple Crown Champions Cadarette Collision Racing of Alpena, Mich., grabbed the
final checkered flag of the season leading their Arctic Cat to victory in the Lincoln 500 lap pro-enduro. Backed by drivers Troy
Dewald, Austin Leeck and Ryan Spencer the team scored their
first and only win of the year squeaking out a 05.186 second
victory over Caro 500 lap pro-enduro winners Faust Racing out
of Rubicon, Wisc. with drivers Ryan Faust, Travis Faust and
Spencer Kadlec on a Polaris. Mt. Pleasant winners Joey Burch
and Mike Haynes rounded out the top three, five laps back on a
Beard Motorsports Racing Polaris. While they came up short of
the checkered Faust Racing would grab the coveted 2016 “No
Bull Triple Crown” Championship.
After fighting off rain and meltdowns throughout the season
racers and fans were finally treated to a somewhat normal winter day as one of the largest crowds in years lined the hillside at
the Alcona Recreation Area (A.R.A) under sunny skies.
Located south of Alpena on Michigan’s sunrise side, the
A.R.A. site offered total view terraced parking on both sides of
the track giving fans an opportunity to take in all the action from
the comfort of their vehicle or relaxing outside in the elements.
Serving snowmobile racers and fans since the late 1970’s Lin-
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TOP THREE 2016 NO BULL TRIPLE CROWN POINT GETTERS (L-R) SECOND PLACE CADARETTE RACING #21, CHAMPIONS FAUST RACING #537,
THIRD PLACE ECKERT RACING #88.
coln held the record for being the oldest continuous oval track
enduro snowmobile race in Lower Michigan. Best noted for the
Lincoln Lions 250 in the late 1970’s/’80’s and 90’s, the Michigan
Cat 500 and this years Lincoln 500. The Lincoln Lions race was
once a part of the old Stroh’s Triple Crown of enduro racing
sponsored by Stroh’s Beer. The Midwest International Racing
Association (MIRA) sanctioned all but a few of the many enduro
snowmobile races held on the track through 2015, the 2016
edition was sanctioned by “No Bull Triple Crown”. Following a
brief hiatus at which time MIRA promoted and sanctioned the
race, Ken Manning, owner of Lincoln Snow Sports Inc., and his
family returned as the race promoters.
Following the final rounds of 120cc action on Saturday the
much anticipated 500-lap pro-enduro program got underway
with a special tribute by former Lincoln 250 winners Roger Britt
and Rob Sass who joined the Manning family, racers and fans
in paying special tribute to Florence “Ma” Manning, a much
loved race fan, volunteer and mother of Ken, Warren, Rex, Lora
and Sandra Manning Dubie. Mrs. Manning passed away February 2, 2016.
Longtime MIRA Flagman, Team Highland driver and Michigan
Motor Sports Hall of Famer Roger Brill came out of retirement
to send the field on their way with a snappy wave of the green
flag before turning duties over to Rob Sass for the duration of
the race.
Enjoying one of the best ice ovals of the season drivers
poured on the power running neck and neck for the next 500
laps, 250 miles. While there were a few breathtaking spills, no
one was seriously injured. Overall racing went on smooth pretty
much from start to finish thanks an outstanding job of the No
26 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

Bull Triple Crown staff of seasoned race officials.
Troy Dewald of nearby Augres, Mich., is no stranger to success on the Lincoln oval, in fact he feels right at home in the
tracks winners circle. During his career Dewald has scored nine
pro-enduro wins at the historic track. Win’s that came on board
three of the four major snowmobile brands; Polaris, ski-doo
and Arctic Cat with various top co-drivers. The 2016 battle for
the Lincoln checkered would prove to be one of toughest in his
storied career.
“I got off to a good start by winning the Pro-Shootout Friday
night. We qualified third for the pro-enduro with our 2016 Arctic
Cat Sno-Pro 600. This was the twin to the one we raced this
year to a second place behind Faust Racing at the opener in
Caro.
The day went great! I started the race and took the lead
shortly after we took the green flag. We swapped the lead several times throughout the day. We had a burning desire to take
this one. We made adjustments to the machine as the race
went on, setting the sled up perfect for me to make a charge at
the end.
I think I got back on for the final time with 80 laps to go. My
co-drivers Austin Leeck and Ryan Spencer did an awesome job
whenever they were on the sled allowing me to be ready and
rested for battle at the end. The Faust boys gave us no breaks
all day; in fact we all pushed it to the edge on every lap. In the
closing laps I took the lead as soon as I could and pushed it as
hard as possible to put as many sleds between us as possible.
It was an incredible feeling seeing that checked-flag waving as I
came down the front stretch for the win. Our team really worked
hard for this one.
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We came up just two points short of the No Bull Triple Crown
title due to a bad run at Mt Pleasant, Mich., no cat likes water!!! My hats off to the Faust Racing team, they’re a class act
and tough to beat on any given weekend. We’ll see what next
season brings. Cadarette Collision Racing and I will be ready to
throw down with some Arctic Cat green in 2017.
Lincoln has always been my favorite track I’ve won nine (9)
pro-enduro’s on this oval with various partners. My first win
came in 1996 when I rode the whole race. My previous wins
here were with Todd Krikke, Jeff Leuenberger and Ryan Spencer. By far this was one of the hardest fought battles I’ve had in
my career, the Faust team is really tough.
I’ve been attending races here for over 20 years, it’s everyone’s favorite racetrack, spectators and racers love it! It’s really
sad that were not racing here in 2017”, Dewald said.
Having finished second twice in his brief pro-enduro career
‘23 year old Austin Leeck of Ossineke, Mich., was eager to
score that elusive first victory in front of area fans. Thanks to
hard work and one of the best performances of his career that
victory came his way on a track his grandfather Mel and father
Tim Leeck raced on countless times during their careers. It was
a day he will never forget.
“Going into the weekend the entire team knew it was a “mustwin” race for two reasons. 1) We wanted to win the race and
the No Bull Triple Crown points championship. 2) We wanted
to win it for my Uncle Tony who was unable to make it and at
home sick with Cancer. He wasn’t doing very well and we knew
he didn’t have much time left. We dedicated our weekend and
the race weekend to him. After some mishaps in Mt. Pleasant,
we had to have a flawless weekend to pull off the championship.
The weekend went extremely well, we did everything we
could to win the No Bull Triple Crown but we came up just
short.
Right from the beginning of the race Troy Dewald felt the
team had really nailed the setup, at that point we knew we had
something that could win this race.

Troy and Ryan both rode an awesome race, they led the race
for the majority of their outings. I can say after racing our Arctic
Cat in Lincoln that it was hands down the best sled I’ve raced
yet as far as handling and comfort. Race day was flawless, no
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NO BULL TRIPLE CROWN 2016 CHAMPIONS FAUST RACING TOOK
HOME $15,000 FOR THEIR EFFORTS.
NO BULL TRIPLE CROWN CHAMPS FAUST RACING #537 KICK-UP
A LITTLE MUD AND WATER AS THEY PASS. MT. PLEASANT. MI RACE
WINNERS BEARD MOTOR SPORTS RACING #22, FAUST RACING
BACKED BY DRIVERS RYAN FAUST,TRAVIS FAUST AND SPENCER
KADLEC FINISHED SECOND. BEARD MOTOR SPORTS WITH JOEY
BURCH AND MIKE HAYNES TOOK THIRD.
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hiccups, no issues and great pit stops.
We have a lot of dedication, determination and the drive to
make it all happen. Every guy in our trailer gives 100% all the
time. Everyone on the team busted their tails to put together a
great outing. Towards the end of the race Troy was able to get
around Ryan Faust and hold him off until the checkered flag
waived.
I believe I only ran about 100 laps. I hopped on the sled
second after Troy. By that time my knee was healed up from my
incident earlier in the season.
The track held up great considering warm conditions. They
had plenty of ice, but it wore very odd, I haven’t seen a track
groove so different as it did today. It grooved in shelves that
almost made it one lined at times.
I’m really happy I was able to score this special win on a track
that has been such a big part of our families racing history. Lincoln has always been favorite place to race in part because it’s
my hometown track being only 15 miles away from my house.
Hometown race with hometown fans, what more could a racer
ask for?
I am extremely disappointed Lincoln won’t be returning as
a race on the circuit. I don’t know the reasoning why, but it’s
unfortunate we won’t be racing here; it’s a beautiful facility. I
believe this was Cadarette Racing’s eighth pro-enduro win on
this track. The team also has roughly four-second place proenduro finishes and several top 10 here as well. I’m really going
to miss running here.
I’ve been with Cadarette as a crewmember since my dad Tim
Leeck raced with them. I’ve loved it! Everyone on the Cadarette
crew is great. We have a lot of experience and knowledge in
our trailer that helps tremendously. I’ll be racing with Cadarette
again for the 2017 season on Arctic Cat. So far, it will be Troy,
Ryan, and myself in the drivers seat”, Leeck said.
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FORMER MIRA FLAGMAN ROGER BRITT SENDS THE FIELD ON THEIR
WAY TO START THE LINCOLN 500.
R & R RACING #20 LEADS THE PACK AS DRIVERS POUR ON THE
POWER THROUGH TURN ONE. R & R RACING FINISHED SIXTH
BACKED BY DRIVERS JOSH WARE, JON GIFFEL AND RICH SPRANGER.
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Ryan Spencer like Austin Leeck has a proud history at Lincoln. As a driver Ryan’s father Terry put several miles on the big
oval before winning the race in 1984 as a team owner with drivers Rob Sass and Bill Britt both of nearby Turner, Mich., with
an Arctic Cat. In 2006 Ryan claimed his first Lincoln pro-enduro
checkered flag on an Arctic Cat with co-driver Robert Walker Jr.
Counting his victories with Cadarette Collision Racing in 2013
and 2016 also on Cat it’s easy to see why Lincoln is one of his
favorite races to run.
“We had a good weekend in Lincoln. Troy ran the Enduro
sled with sprint setup in the shootout while I rode the spare sled
with enduro suspension to test settings for the big race. The
setup worked, we won the race.
After the race Friday night, I actually had my back slip out, I
wasn’t even sure if I’d be able to ride the enduro. On Saturday
morning I sat on the sled and decided we would give it a go. I
rode around 100 laps in the middle of the race. We were in second when I got on, right behind Faust. When I got off, we had
put the whole field two laps down. Once I got going and got the
adrenaline pumping I never noticed my back hurting. I climbed
back on around lap 400 still leading but this time the track had
bigger bumps and my back couldn’t take it. I lasted about 50laps before I had to get off, the pain was too much! We were
still second and on the lead lap behind Faust.
Once Troy got back on he was able to get back by Faust in
20-30 laps and pull away for the win.
I had a great opportunity to ride with two of the best guys in
the business, Troy Dewald and Austin Leeck.
We couldn’t do what we do without the guys at the shop
working on the sleds during the week and the crew working in

the pits to keep the sleds running and making fast laps all day
long. It was truly a total team effort.
The track held up awesome! It was a typical Ken Manning
built Lincoln track. With the weather we had in Michigan leading
up to the race we all wondered if the race could even happen.
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GRANT VERMEERSCH ROARS OUT OF THE PITS AFTER A QUICK FUEL
STOP.
VETERAN GRANT VERMEERSCH POURS ON THE POWER IN THE
CLOSING LAPS OF HIS PRO-ENDURO CAREER.
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GRANT VERMEERSCH WATCHES SON CAM PASS BY IN THE
CLOSING LAPS.VERMEERSCH CLOSED OUT HIS 34 YEAR CAREER
AS A PRO-ENDURO DRIVER.THE PAIR FINISHED FOURTH DRIVING A
COUNTRYSIDE MOTORSPORTS POLARIS.
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Nobody can build a track like Ken does, 500 laps with very little
dirt showing is simply amazing! The race did produce ruts that
made for some excitement and a few crashes, thankfully no
one was hurt.
We battled with the Faust team tooth and nail all year and
had some awesome battles with them. They definitely earned
the No Bull Triple Crown Championship. We came into the race
three or four points down to them. We did what we needed to
do by winning the race but they did what they needed also by
finishing second.
We have a great team owner; Greg Cadarette puts in a ton
of work in the pre-season and during the season to get sleds
ready. Our killer pit crew keeps us out front on pit stops.
Arctic Cat gave us a great starting point with the ZR 6000
Sno-Pro; Speedwerx built us awesome motors and Woody’s
kept us glued to the track with studs and carbides.
It will be a sad day in Enduro racing when we don’t go back
to Lincoln to race. I think most racers will tell you it’s their favorite track. It’s definitely mine. My dad (Terry Spencer) has been
going to Lincoln as a racer since it began, even running there in
the 70’s when it was at the lake in town. Dads “Team Spencer”
#22 won the race in 1984 on the way to the MIRA pro-enduro
championship. I ran for the first time here on a 1981 Arctic Cat
Sno-Pro in the 56 H.P. class when I was just 14 years old back
in 1990. I’ve won lots of races on that track riding for my dad
in Amateur F-III, 56 H.P., Champ 440, and in the Open class, I
won the pro-enduro riding an Arctic Cat for Walker Farms #46
in the 2006 Michigan Cat 500, plus I’ve won it riding for Greg
Cadarette in 2013 and 2016. I have a lot of good memories
there, it’s a great facility.
For 2017 I’m not 100% sure which races I will be running. I
have a new job that requires me to work every other Saturday.
We’ll have to see what happens’, Spencer said.
Cadarette Collision Racing of Alpena, Mich., is sponsored by;
Arctic Cat, Woody’s, Speedwerx, Fly Racing, Triple 9 Optics,
Camso, Saginaw Pattern & Machine, 139designs.com, USI,
WPS, Rox, Sunoco Race Fuels and Super Seer.
Having taken a win at the Caro, Mich., 500-lap season
opener and a third in the shortened Mt. Pleasant, Mich., race.
Faust Racing of Rubicon, Wisconsin knew they had to have a
near perfect run to take home the 2016 No Bull Triple Crown
Title. This was the race for all the marbles, third place or lower
would not get the job done.
Backed by three of the best upcoming young drivers in enduro racing; Ryan Faust, Travis Faust, Spencer Kadlec along
with one super efficient pit crew, Faust Racing was primed
and ready to go the moment the green flag sailed. From his
starting position outside of the front row directly in front of Troy
Dewald of Cadartette Collision Racing, Ryan Faust went to
work. For the next 500 laps the Faust boys would make almost
every move known to racing to keep their sleek #537 Polaris
ahead the #21 Arctic Cat of Cadarette Racing. Despite putting
a tremendous push at the end they would come up just 05.186
seconds short of their second victory of the season. While
they may have come up short of the checkered, they had plenty
to celebrate as 2016 No Bull Triple Crown Champions. There
is no doubt Faust Racing will be the team to beat when they
return to defend their title in 2017.
Faust Racing was sponsored by; Polaris, Woody’s, Hayes
Brake, FXR, Walker Evans, Powermadd, C&A Pro Skis, Arctic
FX Graphics, Wissota Sand and Gravel, Kluge Trucking and
Kadow Whitetails.
Fresh off scoring his first ever pro-enduro victory in a wetn-wild 251 lap race in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan, February 20th
Joey Burch ’25 of Rosebush, Mich., and Michael Haynes of Mt.
Pleasant were back on the throttle of their Beard Motorsports
Polaris looking to score back to back wins. Sadly another trip
down victory lane would not be in the cards this time around as
30 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS
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WV RACING / COUNTRYSIDE MOTORSPORTS RACING #10 GOES NECK
& NECK WITH ECKERT RACING #88 DOWN THE FRONT STRETCH.
BACKED BY DRIVERS KEVIN VERMEERSCH, ROD BELL AND KEITH
GAINFORTH THE WV POLARIS FINISHED FIFTH. ECKERT RACING
#88 POLARIS WITH DRIVERS ISAAC WOLFGANG AND KYLE ECKERT
CAPTURED SEVENTH PLUS TOOK THIRD IN THE NO BULL TRIPLE
CROWN.
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KOVAR RACING #34 FIGHTS TO HOLD BACK THE HARD CHARGING
CADARETTE RACING #21 ARCTIC CAT. KOVAR RACING WITH DRIVERS
BILLY TRAVIS AND DAN MAKI FINISHED EIGHTH ON A POLARIS.
they finished five laps down in third place.
“We were all still in good spirits from our win at Mount Pleasant, however our set up was a bit off the mark for Lincoln.
We ran fairly consistent most of the race, however, during
the last 100 laps when I was on the sled the rear suspension
blew. The track was pretty rough at that point so handling was a
chore but I just kept going.
As usual, Mike and I played it by ear with our time on the
sled. If one of us feels good and is running well we stay on the
sled if we aren’t we come into the pits and switch drivers.
We were off on our set up today; our sled wasn’t handling
as well as Faust’s seemed to be. They definitely had their sled
finely tuned and ready for that race.
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Personally I enjoy getting a full 500-lap’s in. With the right
sled almost anyone can get on the track and do well for a short
race. A long race will test who has trained, who is in shape, or
who is willing to push themselves. I also enjoy longer races
because it gives each rider more seat time. Lincoln had a good
challenging track this year.
We were all in such good spirits still after our win in. Mt.
Pleasant, I think that mood helped us all coming into the season finale, everyone on the team was feeling positive and excited. It was an awesome feeling to make it to the podium two
races in a row and we hope to carry that momentum in 2017.
We finished fourth in the No Bull Triple Crown points. We
started the season off with a DNF at Caro so points weren’t our
major concern after that. Finishing all three races next year is
the plan. We want to focus on qualifying as well and maintaining good positions throughout the races”, Burch explained.
Beard Motorsports Racing is sponsored by; TTS Logistics,
Beard Oil, Fiber Link, LRM Race Engines, Stud Boy, HMK,
Moto Tassinari, AMS Bjerke Corp, VP Racing Fuels, and
Recker Motor Sports.
Cam Vermeersch of Unionville, Mich., son of Grant and Kim
Vermeersch was probably racing or at the very least cheering
on his dad the moment he was born. Enduro Snowmobile Racing has and always will be a part of his life, however, this years
Lincoln 500 would be special, after 34 years of enduro racing
his Dad would be making his last laps as a pro-enduro driver.
Every lap father and son made would be extra special this time
around and together they would finish out the season and a
career in fourth place on their #12 Countryside Racing Polaris.
“We started the weekend with a new motor. Tuned it in
Thursday night and thought we would have a decent sled for
the weekend. We went into the pro shootout Friday night not
expecting a whole lot but the motor ran very well and the sled

handled. We had one of the fastest sleds out there but due to
the bad snow dust and the lighting causing total blindness at
times I decided to back off and save the sled for the big race.
We ran the first 20 laps when suddenly our sled lost rpms
and speed. We knew it had to be clutches by the way it was
reacting out of the corners so we changed our primary and
secondary clutches knowing it had to be our problem…it was.
We broke a primary spring, after that we had one of the fastest
sleds out there but getting four laps down and trying to make
them up on Faust and Kovar racing was nearly impossible,
those guys were flying all day! We ran the hardest we could
making our way back up towards the front of the field, thought
maybe if we got enough lucky stud awards we would have a
shot but we came up a little short.
Running at Lincoln is never bad; it was even more enjoyable
after water crossing in Mt Pleasant the week before. The sled
handled amazing all weekend, the harder you drove it, the better it worked.
After winning the Pro Shootout in Mt. Pleasant we had a fast
sled that had a chance at winning until what we believed was a
stator went haywire. Between that and sucking water in all day
it was a recipe for disaster.
In Lincoln Dad and I just kept talking throughout the day
on our headsets and if we felt like we wanted to stay out and
make time up we would. We don’t ever really split drive time it’s
just depends on how we feel, if dad wants to stay on I’ll take
a backseat to him any day. It’s always fun watching the oldest
guy out there beating up on the young guys. We always hate to
see the season end especially this year when we got our new
motor running so strong.
There was only one groove to run out there today and everyone ran the same groove. It had a weird angle built into the ice
to where if you didn’t hit your marks perfect it would either make
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ERIC CHURCHILL #11 RAISES HIS LEFT SKI AS HE SQUEEZES PAST THE ARCTIC CAT OF R & S RACING. CHURCHILL AND JOHN BOSEK FINISHED
14TH ON A WV PERFORMANCE / COUNTRYSIDE MOTORSPORTS RACING POLARIS. R & S RACING WITH KYLE ROE AND LANCE TREMBLAY
CAPTURED 10TH PLACE.
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QUICK REFLEXES BY CAM VERMEERSCH #12 OF UNIONVILLE, MI AND TROY DEWALD #21 OF AUGRES, MI AVOIDED A POTENTIAL CRASH
COMING OUT OF TURN FOUR. NOTE THE SKI OF #21 SLIPS UNDER #12 JUST BEFORE BACKING OUT AS THE PAIR COMES DOWN THE FRONT
STRETCH.
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your backend spin around or make you push to the berm. Every
now and again if you got a couple people to follow we could get
another line going but it didn’t take long for people to follow and
trash the same line we just got going. There was certain sled
out there that would hit me every time he had a chance so after
dealing with that for about 50 laps I decided to let him go and
not run so close to him so I didn’t get taken out. Sometimes you
have to back off just to save yourself and the sled for the end of
the race. It was hard to pass with the grooves out there being
funky but there were certain spots you could make a move and
get by. That slowed us up a little but everyone had to deal with
same problem.
Starting out four laps down in the first 100 laps was hard to
make up, especially with how fast the pace was with Foust racing out front, they were running like mad men on a mission.
I personally enjoy the shorter races knowing I can go all out
every time I’m out there, but Dad loves them 500 lap races
which are fun because you have to save the sled and your
body for a strong finish, something we do better than any other
team, we ride smart all day and keep ourselves out of danger.
I’ve been going to Lincoln since I was born, they have the
© 2016 Reproduction Prohibited
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best venue for a race, to see such a place not get used really
stinks. I sure hope someone figures it out and can get the race
back there someday. It’s every racers favorite race; we all look
forward to it every year. We won that race in 2009, and 2011.
Lincoln just came natural to me, after watching dad all those
years and seeing how to maneuver within the track and how to
keep the sled out of the big bumps, down low it all just came
together all the time.
It was an emotional time when he told me it was his last time
out and I was going to finish the race with about 200 laps left.
That man has so much passion and love for the sport and to
see him hang it up almost brought me to tears. I’m just thankful
I was fortunate enough to have him by my side since day one.
He showed me the right way to race, how to do it clean and
how to help anyone that needed help. Not many people know
how to set a sled up the way he does, I can’t thank him enough
for all the time he put into making the sleds work every weekend. Every lap I made with him by my side were incredible, not
many people can say they raced with their dad and best friend,
let alone win two championships.
One of my best memories of us racing together goes back to
2009 and my first pro enduro, Drummond Island, Michigan. At
that time we were racing for Millennium Motorsports, everyone
on the team couldn’t make the race. We threw in the towel and
said we weren’t going to make it. Well come Friday, dad got the
itch and we lined up a two place trailer. We were going to leave
Saturday morning at about 4:00 a.m. to make the trip. We ended up having to haul the trailer with my 500xc and our 600IQ
behind my mom’s junked out Buick Rendezvous with a bad
wheel bearing, and no gas gauge. At the time we didn’t know
the gas gauge didn’t work; we found that out four miles from
the Mackinaw Bridge. So there we sat, wondering what the hell
were we thinking even coming up to race. Realizing we didn’t
have any gas despite the gauge saying we had a quarter tank,
we took the lube line off the race sled and siphoned gas out of
its tank so we could make it into town. We ended up getting to
Drummond Island with five minutes until hot laps. Unload the
sleds and go out for hot laps. Sleds seemed okay - not great or
anything. It was my first time on either of the sleds so I was expecting the worst. I ended up winning every class I entered and
we won the Pro enduro. It was amazing! I will never forget it.
That same day on Drummond Island in the 50-lap enduro I
was running second all race long, Andrew Terrill was leading it
the whole time. Well on lap 49 he fell off giving me the win. Not
knowing who he was I went over to see what happened, I was
kind of nervous to go talk to him since I just seen him GRONK
spike a chair. He said he just fell off! Long story short I ended
up creating the best friendship I’ve ever had that day. He was
the Best man in my wedding this past May and I will be standing next to him in his wedding this September. So many great
things happened that one weekend, I’ll never forget it. His best
man speech at my wedding started by him telling everyone he
was my best friend, because how many people would fall off on
lap 49 just to see me win. (HAHAHAHA)
I hate to see my dad retire from enduros but I understand
his decision. I’m just very thankful for everything, he has done
for me and for the racing community. If it wasn’t for him there
truly wouldn’t be enduro racing today or even a triple crown.
He was the main idea behind the Triple Crown even though
many people say it was there idea. He wanted to bring racing back the way it was when he started, and I believe he did’,
Vermeersch said.
Prior to going back to Polaris this year Cam and Grant Vermeersch along with rest of Countryside Motorsports Racing
were one of the few teams running Yamaha’s. Grant had a long
history with them so does Cam miss them over the Polaris?
Absolutely not! Those Yamaha’s and I never got along, I’ve
never spent as much time sliding across the ice or fixing windTHE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE
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DO DRIVERS REALLY FLY IN FLY WEAR? HOOS RACING’S DUSTIN
FIEREK UNEXPECTEDLY TOOK FLIGHT COMING THROUGH TURN
FOUR . HE WAS NOT INJURED AND RACED THE REST OF THE DAY TO
A NINTH PLACE FINISH WITH CO-DRIVERS JOHN HOOS AND KEVIN
FLANNERY.
shields as I did with those sleds. Dad had them working very
well but I just couldn’t get them to handle the way he could’,
Vermeersch added.
Fresh off a 15th place run at Mt. Pleasant, Mich., February
20th WV/Countryside Motorsports Racing was eager to get
their team into the winners circle before the dust settled on the
2016 season. Backed by drivers Keith Gainforth, Rod Bell and
Kevin Vermeersch they ran a great race, however, victory was
not in the cards, they finished fifth on their Polaris with 489 laps
just behind Grant and Cam Vermeersch also on a Polaris.
“Lincoln was a little different compared to the first two races
of the season. We had three drivers instead of two. I qualified
the sled somewhere in the middle of the pack so Rod Bell who
started the race for us had to deal with traffic and visibility right
away.
Friday night’s pro-am went good but we couldn’t get the win.
I was on the sled but with the visibility bad it was everything I
could do to keep from hitting the guy in front of me.
It was nice to finally race on ice. The track held up very well
and the weather was nice. We worked pretty hard getting the
set up right on the sled in practice, by the time the race started
it was set right where it needed to be. In Mt. Pleasant we where
running good but then sucked some water in and had to be
towed in. By the time I got back on the track I was way down
and had a hard time fighting back thru the pack in the water
and slush.
With three races on the No Bull Triple Crown this year we
tried to divided our seat time up evenly. Kevin Vermeersch and
myself drove the sled all in three races and Rod Bell put in a
few laps at Lincoln. I normally start the race and ride the first
100 laps. Then Kevin rides the next 100 then I finish the race.
At Lincoln with 500 laps we each just tried to stay out as long
as possible.
From the drivers seat you see many different things happen
during the race. At the start it’s basically a sprint race, at the
end it’s whoever can find the smoothest and fastest line thru
the rough corners.
I think what kept us from catching the leaders is where we
started the race. It was a very fast pace race and starting that
far back it is tough to catch someone that has a clear track. I
personally like the long races. I like riding when the track gets
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rough and tore up. The visibility wasn’t too bad and the ice held up
good, so it was a fun race to ride.
Next year we need to work on getting a top five qualifying spot to
have a chance at the title and just be consistent every weekend.
It’s very sad that we won’t be going back to Lincoln. It’s my favorite track to race. That’s where I first got started into Oval racing
with Cam Vermeersch. So I’ve been going since I was 13 or 14. My
best finish at Lincoln in the pro enduro was with Grant Vermeersch
on a Yamaha, we finished third.
I hate to see Grant (Vermeersch) retire it is always fun to race
with him. It’s was cool to race beside him in his final laps. He was
always a good person to race beside; you knew he was going hold
his line and race clean.
One special moment that stands out from this year was at Lin-

coln when Kevin Vermeersch, Rod Bell and I all got to ride. We’re
all cousins so it’s fun to be at the track with all your family there
watching and helping.
I do miss racing on the Yamaha’s. It was fun to race a Polaris but
I’ll will be back on a Yamaha in the very near future!
I’d just like to thank Brent Vermeersch and WV Racing for letting
me ride with them in 2016. It was a lot of fun; let’s hope for an even
better season in 2017”, Gainforth said.
Despite having to fight off the worst El’Nino in years the 2016 No
Bull Triple Crown was safe and exciting from start to finish thanks it
part to an outstanding job by the crew of veteran race officials and
the finest snowmobile racers in the world.
Ken Manning, his crew and family built another beautiful track.
We hope enduro racing will return to the track someday soon.

Lincoln 500 Results

1. #21 Troy Dewald/Austin Leeck/Ryan Spencer - Arctic Cat - Cadarette Collision Racing – 500 laps
2. #537 Ryan Faust/Travis Faust/Spencer Kadlec - Polaris - Faust Racing - 500 Laps
3. #22 Mike Haynes/Joe Burch - Beard Motorsports - Polaris - 495
4. #12 Grant Vermeersch/Cam Vermeersch - Countryside Motorsports - Polaris - 490 Laps
5. #10 Kevin Vermeersch/Rod Bell/Keith Gainforth - WV Racing/Countryside Motorsports - Polaris - 489 Laps
6. #20 Josh Ware/Jon Giffel/Rich Spranger - R & R Racing - Polaris – 485 Laps
7. #88 - Kyle Eckert/Isaac Wolfgang - Eckert Racing - Polaris - 482 Laps
8. #34 Billy Travis/Dan Maki-Kovar Racing - Polaris - 478 Laps
9. #67 John Hoos/Dustin Fierck Kevin Flannery - Hoos Racing-Polaris - 478 Laps
10. #17 Kyle Roe/Lance Tremblay-R and S Racing - Arctic Cat – 441 Laps
11. #407 Nate Woodward/Eric Zellar - Polaris - Yovich Racing – 438 Laps
12. #414 Greg May/James Hicks - Yovich Racing – Polaris – 416 Laps
13. #57 James Heiler/Andrew Terrill - Polaris Felzke Farms – 274 Laps
14. #11 John Bosek/Eric Churchill – WV Racing/Countryside Motorsports – Polaris – 272 Laps
15. #30 Mitch Diamond / Matt Town – Diamond Racing - Polaris – 246 Laps
16. #72 Karl Schwartz/Antero Tarvudd/Grant Lynch - Polaris - Team Applebee’s – 164 Laps
17. #02 Team Blu-Jay Mittlestaedt/Jake Beres/Cardell Potter -Polaris - 151 Laps
18. #32 Chris Piche/Aaron Celestino - Piche Performance – Polaris – 124 Laps
19. #29 Jake Gerrow/Larry Young Jr. – D & L Racing - Polaris – 88 Laps
20. #19 Cody Bauer/Tyler Nickels - Tommie Bauer Racing Polaris - 47 laps

2016 No Bull Triple Crown Pro Enduro Final Standings
1. #537 Ryan Faust/Travis Faust/Spencer Kadlec - Polaris - Faust Racing
2. #21 Troy Dewald/Austin Leeck/Ryan Spencer - Arctic Cat - Cadarette Collision
3. #88 - Kyle Eckert/Isaac Wolfgang- Eckert Racing - Polaris
4. #22 Mike Haynes/Joe Burch- Beard Motorsports - Polaris
5. #34 Billy Travis/Dan Maki-Kovar Racing - Polaris
6. #02 Team Blu - Jay Mittlestaedt/Jake Beres/Cardell Potter – Polaris
7. #414 Greg May/James Hicks - Yovich Racing – Polaris
8. #20 Josh Ware/Jon Giffel/Rich Spranger - R & R Racing - Polaris
9. #12 Grant Vermeersch/Cam Vermeersch - Countryside Motorsports – Polaris
10. #57 James Hailer/Andrew Terrill - Flake Farms – Polaris
11. #72 Karl Schwartz/Antero Tarvudd/Grant Lynch - Team Applebee’s - Polaris
12. #10 Kevin Vermeersch/Rod Bell WV Racing/Countryside Motorsports - Polaris
13. #67 John Hoos/Dustin Fierce Kevin Flannery - Hoops Racing-Polaris
14. #407 Nate Woodward /Eric Zellar - Yovich Racing - Polaris
15. #19 – Cody Bauer/Tyler Nickels - Tommie Bauer Racing-Polaris
16. #17 Kyle Roe/Lance Tremblay - R and S Racing - Arctic Cat
17. #11 John Bose / Eric Churchill – WV Racing/Countryside Motorsports – Polaris
18. #29 Jake Grow/Larry Young Jr. – D & L Racing - Polaris
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Racers, Family and Fans Remember
Florence “Ma” Manning
One special and beloved lady who had been a part of the
Manning family’s race team and snowmobile racing at Lincoln
since the beginning - Florence “Ma” Manning was not at the
Lincoln 500. Mrs. Manning ‘82 left to be with God February 2,
2016 following complications from heart surgery.
Prior to the start of the race a special tribute written by the
Manning family was presented by former Lincoln Lions 250
winners Roger Britt and Rob Sass followed by a moment of
silence. Britt is a former member of Team Highland and retired
MIRA flagman. Sass is a past winner of the Lincoln Lions 250
as a member of “Team Spencer Racing”, he served as race
flagman for the No Bull Triple Crown sanctioning body at this
year’s race.
Many snowmobile racers, team members, workers and race
fans knew Mrs. Manning well. She was always a major part
of the preparations for the Lincoln 500. In addition to her love
and support of racing she had several other talents away from
racing. In the family business she was Ken Manning’s bookkeeper and worked in the office right up to the day before her
surgery.
The last thing she did was preparing the start-up cash
money for this year’s race. She was looking forward to it and
was proud to know the race was coming back into her family’s
hands. Had she survived, she would have been sitting in her
parking spot on the hill, just above turn four watching the race
from start to finish! That was Ma’s spot! Even though she
wasn’t in that spot physically this year, she is there in spirit!
Following the tribute a Bald Eagle that lives near the track
soared over the pits. Perhaps it was Mrs. Manning sending a
thank you message through a winged friend and letting everyone know it was time to go racing.
Thanks for all the memories Mrs. Manning, we’ll see you
someday in heaven

Florence Virginia Manning
(April 26, 1933 - February 2, 2016)
Florence Virginia Manning, 82, of Harrisville, Mich., passed
away Tuesday, February 2, 2016 at McLaren Northern Michigan Hospital in Petoskey, Michigan.
Born April 26, 1933, to George and Bessie (Nevins) Loyer
in Mikado, Mich., she was a lifelong resident of the area. On
August 22, 1953, she married Kenneth Jay Manning. He
preceded her in death on April 7, 1986. Mrs. Manning operated and managed the family sand and gravel and tool and die
businesses.
She was an avid supporter of snowmobile racing, and an
active part of many of the things her kids were involved in; from
racing to fishing, music to traveling, and numerous hobbies in
between. She led an incredibly active life right to the end.
Mrs. Manning is survived by two daughters, Sandra Dubie;
and Lora Manning, three sons, Kenneth G. Manning; Warren
Manning; and Rex (Sherry) Manning, seven grandchildren,
three great grandchildren, two sisters, Jennie Anderson; and
Edith Bobick, and one brother, George L. (Merry Lou) Loyer.
A service for Mrs. Manning was in held in late April. Burial
was in the Mikado Cemetery.
THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE
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FORMER LINCOLN LIONS 250 WINNERS ROGER BRITT AND ROB SASS
PRESENT THE SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO “MA” MANNING PRIOR TO THE
START OF THE LINCOLN 500. PHOTO BY STEVE LANDON.
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Somethings Fishy About
Snowmobile Racing’s Jan Bailey
Interview:
W.E. - The Winning Edge Magazine
J.B. - Jan Bailey
Editors Note:
Race fans, drivers and race teams generally don’t know
much about the people they deal with at the track, however, did you know many of these fine people have business36 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

es, hobbies and interesting careers behind the scenes.
People like Jan Bailey who has been around oval track
snowmobile racing since the first spade of dirt was turned
over on the famed Soo I-500 oval in Sault Ste. Marie, Mich.
back in 1969 is one of these unique people.
Over they years Jan has served in a number of positions
at the famed Soo I-500 and with various racing groups.
Beyond being one of the most loved people in enduro
snowmobile racing Jan is a loving wife, mother and grand-
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www.studboytraction.com
231-853-2323
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Performance
Driven!
Performance
Proven!

Everything about an Ultimax belt is designed to deliver superior
performance and dependability. With specially formulated
rubber compounds and extra strong aramid cord, Ultimax is
designed for the rider who refuses to settle for second best!

YOUR HOST JAN & HAROLD BAILEY WILL GIVE YOU A TRULY
RELAXING AND MEMORABLE FISHING EXPERIENCE IN THE
BEAUTIFUL EASTERN U.P. OF MICHIGAN.
mother as well as an avid fisherman. Together with her
husband Harold the couple shares their passion hook line
and sinker with others in their business “Blue Heron Fishing Charters” located on Sugar Island just across the Saint
Mary’s River from Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan.
Recently we pulled Jan away from her busy schedule to
discuss Blue Heron Charters.
If you know some active in snowmobile racing with a
unique business, hobby, or job beyond the track, winter,
spring, summer or fall drop us a line, perhaps we can do
an interview with them in a future issue.
W.E. - You are best known in the snowmobile world for your
involvement as a snowmobile racing volunteer and former Soo
I-500 Chairperson. How did you get involved in fishing? Did

The Nest

Two Bedroom Vacation Rental
in the water by the day or week

The Ultimax family includes Max, Pro and XS
snowmobile belts, plus Ultimax MD (Multi-Duty)
and Ultimax ATV/UTV/SxS belts.

UltiMAX
Improved design for greater flexibility and
cooler running. Max is thicker for added
strength and longer belt life. Designed for
machines under 500cc. One year warranty.
Made in USA.

Ultimax PRO
Delivers enhanced performance and longer
belt life. The hefty cross section allows
more surface contact to the clutch for
less slippage and more acceleration. The
advanced design dissipates heat and boosts
flexibility. One year warranty. Made in USA.

Ultimax XS
Peak power and peak efficiency for
screamin’ hi-performance. Purpose-built
for high horsepower sleds. Specially
formulated rubber compound found in no
other snowmobile belt. Cooler running.
Longer life. One year warranty. Made in USA.
On the track or on the trail, you can depend on Ultimax.
Champions choose Ultimax, the same belt available from
your local powersports dealer.

For more info contact
Jan or Harold Bailey

906-635-5134

blueheronﬁshingcharters@gmail.com
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ultimaxbelts.com
www.blueheronﬁshingcharters.com
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you do it growing up?
How long has Harold been fishing? Has he
always been into Charters? Does he come
from a long line of fishermen?
J.B. – I started fishing as a young gal with my
family going out in our Tri-Hull boat heading
over from Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., to a little
bay over by Sugar Island. We also would fish
out at Brimley Bay as kids. It was a family
thing that we did on the weekends.
Harold fished in a pond that was located on
the family farm and in the small rivers in the
middle of Ohio. There weren’t any “big” lakes
to fish like there are here. His dad brought
him to the U.P of Michigan when he was
about nine years old to fish, he fell in love
with the area and fishing! Being the only
boy in the family it was only him and his dad
that fished. His brother-in-law loves to fish as
much as Harold does.
W.E. - How and when did you get involved in
charter fishing? Tell us about the boat(s) you
had and have today, your early charters and
the unique experiences you’ve had over the
years. Are your sons involved?
J.B - Harold started the charter business
seven years ago when he was thinking of
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THE BLUE HERON II HEADS OUT FOR A DAY OF FISHING.
what he could do when he retired and still have some income.
I told him for as much as he fished he should get his Captains
license and get paid for doing something he loves! In 1990
when we started dating Harold had a 1977 Browning boat with
a walk through windshield. It was not a very big boat, and it had
really low sides. He took me fishing out at Raber Bay just north
of Detour and Drummond Island, that turns into Lake Huron.
The weather was good when we left land but got really rough
coming back, high winds causing big waves with whitecaps. I
was so scared I was sitting on the floor and hoping the waves
did not come up over the sides of the boat. When we got back
to the boat launch I went directly to the truck. After he loaded
the boat on the trailer and we started to drive away I told him
that if he ever wanted to take me fishing in big waters again he
better buy a bigger boat and he did! A week later he took me
on a trip to Saginaw Bay to pick up our next boat a 19’ Silvan
inboard with a small cuddy. It was called Speedy 2, it’s bad luck

to change the name of a boat so the name stayed!! I was in
heaven! It was fully equipped for Salmon fishing so we took it
out the first time on our way back home from Saginaw down at
Detour.
In July Detour area is a great place to fish for Salmon and
Lake Trout, so why not. We had all the gear, it was a big body
of water to teach me how to drive it and it was a good place
to learn how to use the downriggers. We were having a great
time, took the boat over to the Straits of Mackinac the weather
was beautiful and sure enough the boat kept stalling then finally
stalled completely. So as we floated around we started trying to
figure out what was wrong. We decided to take apart the gas
filter because it was acting as if it wasn’t getting gas prior to the
final stall and the gas gauge said there was a full tank still. Now
you have to know one thing about Harold, he is not a mechanic
or a handyman. My father had a car dealership and I was
raised hanging around mechanics and in our house I own the
tools. So I took apart the gas filter cleaned it out put it back together and I happened to notice a valve that said auxiliary fuel
tank, I turned the valve and told him to try to start the boat up.
It took a couple of cranks but Speedy 2 started right up! I didn’t
tell him at first that I had found the valve to the extra fuel tank
so he thought that I had fixed the problem with the gas filter!!
He kept saying the owner told him that the tanks switch automatically but they didn’t, only the gas gauges did. He thought
it was pretty cool that I got the boat running. I did tell him later
about the valve.
The next boat to come along was the 21’ Starcraft, the Blue
Heron, that boat had a bigger cuddy and was outfitted with a
cabin like awning which made it very comfortable for us and
the two boys to go camping on long trips and stay warm and
protected from the weather. We would go down to Lime Island
near Detour to go Herring fishing. We’d anchor the boat and
walk into the shore and go camping in a tent. One year there
was a big thunder storm with lots of lightening. The boys were
in their own tent, which had become soaked from all the rain so
into our tent they came. Soon we were getting hungry and were
eating chips and red licorice for our breakfast and then our tent

NOTHING BEATS THE VIEW OF SEVERAL BOATS AND FISHERMAN ON THE WATER.
THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE
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HAPPINESS IS SEEING A BUNCH OF SUCCESSFUL FISHERMAN WITH
THEIR CATCH.

CAPTIAN HAROLD BAILEY (RIGHT) SHOWS OFF ONE THAT DIDN’T
GET AWAY WITH A FELLOW FISHERMAN.

became very wet and cold. We were unable to get to the boat
due to the lightening for four hours. The cabin like awning kept
the boat dry and warm for our trip back home, my boys still talk
about that trip.
Four years ago we bought the 19’ Crestliner, the Blue Heron
II, Harold says it will be our last boat but I don’t see that, not
with the amount of hours he puts on it each week.

available on the Internet makes it so much easier now.

W.E. - How Did you come up with the name Blue Heron Fishing
Charters?
J.B. -When we got our Starcraft it had never been named and
so we named her Blue Heron because “The great Blue Heron
catches lots of fish”!!! When he got his Merchant Mariners certificate and then his USCG charter license we went with Blue
Heron Fishing Charters.
W.E. - Is your fishing area primarily centered on the St. Mary’s
River in US waters? If so how?
J.B. - The St. Mary’s River system is 40 miles long and splits
around the many islands from Sugar Island down to Drummond
Island. These are protected waters, which means that on any
give day no matter which way the wind is blowing there is a
calm place to fish around some corner. East of Sugar Island
there is a large body of water called Lake George which is
both Canadian and American waters. Lake George is a great
fishery both in the summer and the winter and the main area
that consistently provides fish for us. The river area up by the
Soo Locks also shares the water with our Canadian friends so
we have fishing licenses for both sides but it is not necessary to
have a Canadian license to fish these waters.
W.E. - Do your charters go into Canadian waters? If so how
does that work as far as a fishing license. What are you required to have when you go on one of your charters?
J.B. – A charter is personalized and we do mention that we are
close to Canadian waters. Some people choose to get a one
day license Ontario fishing license and for non-Michigan residents a one day Michigan license. The cost of each of these is
$11 and are available online which makes it pretty easy to get
them. Prior to last year (2015) you would have had to drive over
to Sault Ste. Marie Ontario to get your license so having them
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W.E. - How long is your season? What type of fish do you go
after?
J.B - Our season is usually May 1 to October 20th depending
on how Mother Nature behaves? One year the boat was in the
water before April but that is a rare occurrence. The wonderful
thing about the St. Mary’s River is that there are so many types
of fish and several times of the season. Here is an idea as to
what is biting each month.
By Month
April - Perch
May - Atlantic Salmon, Perch, Pike, Walleye, Whitefish
June - Atlantic Salmon, Chinook Salmon, Pike, Walleye, Whitefish
July - Atlantic, Chinook, Pink Salmon, Herring, Pike, Walleye
August - Chinook, Pink, Atlantic Salmon, Perch, Walleye
September - Chinook, Pink Salmon, Perch, Pike, Walleye
October - Chinook Salmon, Perch, Pike, Pink Salmon, Musky,
Walleye
November - Musky
W.E. - I understand you do special fishing charters like ladies
only, group and others. How popular have these been and how
do they work? Do you find the ladies are just as good as the
men are fishing if not better?
J.B - We DO! I usually go out if it is a group of ladies, Harold
just doesn’t want them to feel uncomfortable and boy they are
fun!! Ladies are highly competitive in fishing, betting who gets
the first fish, who gets the biggest fish and several other bets.
We see this more often when there is a group of couples getting together or traveling together. The men will go out together
and then the ladies go out together. The betting is on for sure
then!! The last event women out did the men by a long shot!
Like I said before we like to customize our trips. We have
worked with Operation Wounded Soldier to take a wounded
veteran and one guest out fishing. It is one of the trips dear
to my heart as both of our sons were in the military, so it is us
giving back to them. With a little creativity and muscle power
we’ve been able to take even those that are in a wheelchair or
have walking limitations. Call us for your customized trip.
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W.E. - What is it you and your husband Harold like about running a Charter business?
J.B. - Meeting all the different people from across the country!
Making their vacations special, seeing the smile on a 91 year
old man who hasn’t fished in 20 years, the smile on a young
child who has never fished, families laughing together and
wanting to have a family photo of the fish they caught. For me
seeing my husband enjoy every day like it was his first day of
fishing.
W.E. - What is your role in the business both behind the scenes
and on the water? Are you kind of like a female version of Gilligan just much, much wiser?
J.B. – LOL! Gilligan? No I’m more like the professor AND
MaryAnn!! I made the website www.blueheronfishingcharters.
com , which needs me soon! I book take care of the emails and
phone calls for the charters, help Harold keep track of what his
week looks like, run for worms, get gas for the boat, get more
worms, make lunches (when I was off for my knee surgery),
special treat his dirty fishing shirts, makes sure he eats and
sleeps well and did I mention get more worms? I get these
funny looks from men when I am at the store asking for 10
dozen worms, I hope they aren’t following me home!
W.E. - Why do people hire a charter service to go fishing?
J.B. – Most of our customers are from out of town or having
family/friends coming from out of town. They don’t have a boat
and have heard how great the area is for fishing, or they have
bought property locally and want to learn how to fish the area.
Some trips have been gifts from family as we do gift certificates too! Charter fishing is with someone that knows the local
waters, been inspected by the United States Coast Guard and
has passed vigorous testing. It concerns me when people call
themselves fishing guides but have not completed the physicals
and licensing process.

W.E. - What should a customer bring with them?
J.B. – Food and beverages for the day, clothing for the weather,
a camera to capture your trip and a cooler for your fish to go
home with you. We have bagged ice available.
W.E. - Please tell us what your charter packages are and what
they include? Pricing. etc.
J.B. - Our base rate for one person is $300.00 for a minimum
of five hours of fishing, all the gear and bait that is needed and
fish cleaning. Each additional person is $50 with a deal with
four people at $425.00, kids under 16 years old - free. Harold
usually stays out longer than the five hours especially if the
fishing is still fun. We offer special pricing for eight hour and
multiple day charters. We honor veterans and offer discounts
to them, as a retired military family we appreciate their service
and acknowledge it.
W.E. - Do you take children on your charters? If so what ages
do you prefer?
J.B. – We take any age. The very young ones love to play with
a fish and a 5 gallon bucket filled with water. It is actually very
entertaining for the adults to watch it!
W.E. - We know you can’t guarantee success, however, do
most of your people catch fish?
J.B. – Harold does not stay in one spot or target just one species of fish. So if your fishing for Salmon and it is slow he will
take you out looking for walleye or something else. His many
fishing friends will help him find fish by calling him up and let-

W.E. - How many people can you take on a Charter?
J.B -We have what is called a Six Pack license which means
we can only take six people at one time
W.E. - Do you fish in all weather conditions - rain, wind, etc.
J.B. – No fishing during lightening that is an absolute rule for
us!! High north winds we will try to reschedule but that usually
doesn’t happen up here much in the summer. Snow storms,
yes we fish in that also. LOL! That would be for our guided
ice fishing trips that we do also in the winter. Fishing all year
round!! Some of the best perch fishing is in the spring when the
ice is still on the bays.
W.E. - Beyond the boat and crew what do you provide your
customers?
J.B. - All the rods and bait/tackle that is needed, 40 plus years
of fishing experience, fish cleaning, beautiful scenery and great
memories! Lodging, we have a two-bedroom house “The Nest”
for rent by the night, weekend or week located right here on the
river right next to us. Boat docking is also available if someone
needed it while renting “The Nest”.
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A VEIW LIKE THIS IS COMMON FROM THE SHORE OF BLUE HERON
CHARTERS BEACH.
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THE NEST - THE BAILEY’S VACATION RENTAL CABIN ON THE WATER IS GREAT PLACE TO RELAX AFTER A DAY OF FISHING
ting him know how the fishing is on another part of the river.
Only one skunk so far this year!
W.E. - In addition to fishing charters do you offer any other non
fishing tours with your boat?
J.B. – We have been requested to take people through the
Soo Locks, taken people on island tours even have assisted in
spreading of ashes for a loved one. We have had large groups
contact us and arranged other captains to assist us with the
group.
W.E. - Describe a typical day of fishing with one of your charters.
J.B. – In the summer we leave the dock at 7-7:30 am after in-

troductions, quick potty break and a cup of coffee to go. Travel
to the fishing spots can be 5-30 minutes depending on where
the “bite” is happening. Fish as long as there are fish in the
area but if not move onto the other areas. Harold is in contact
with fishing buddies that are on the water during the day and
moves as often as needed. He takes clients to where the fish
are, if they aren’t biting he isn’t staying!! So depending on the
day he could move several times.
The scenery of Sugar Island and Canada is beautiful so
site seeing is a bonus! In the fall start time moves to 8-8:30
due to the shorter days and the scenery is unbelievable with
the changing of the leaves. Once the boat is back to the dock
which is usually around 2-2:30 it is time for pictures and fishing
cleaning. Fish is packed and put on ice right away. Then clients
are off to talk about a day of adventure! Remember that we also
do ice fishing guides too!! Wintertime departure is usually in the
dark and is about 15 minute snowmobile ride out onto frozen
Lake George.
W.E. - Do or have any of snowmobile racers or teams booked
charters with you?
J.B. – Yep we have!! Most recently Mike and Kelly Otto and
Mike’s parents came up to spend a day with us. Mike is crew
chief for Tommie Bauer Racing, #19 of Farwell, Michigan.
W.E. - Kids and young adults seem more interested in their
phones and electronic toys. Do you have trouble with customers playing with these items instead of focusing on fishing?

THE LIVING ROOM OF THE NEST OFFERS ALL THE COMFORTS OF HOME.
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J.B. – Well first they find out that unless they have an international data plan they don’t have the internet or cell service unless they want a hefty fee for using the International data. That
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about it. Lake Superior State University students bring us
younger adults fishing by having their parents come up wanting
to do something with the student or the student wants to take
them out for something to do while they’re here. Of course even
when the student makes the plans mom and dad foot the bill!
Our own grandchildren are not allowed electronics unless it is
a rainy day and that is only to keep them busy and that time is
limited.
W.E. - How did this year’s hot weather and poor rainfall affect
your season so far?

HAROLD AND JAN PILOTED A SUPPORT BOAT FOR THE MEN’S FIRST
PLACE WINNER OF THE MIGHTY MAC SWIM, MICHIGAN OPEN WATER
CHAMPIONSHIP.WON BY 2000 US OLYMPIC BRONZE MEDALIST
CHRIS THOMPSON - CENTER.
alone causes disinterest in their electronics unless they have
a game downloaded already. The first fish on a hook and the
rod a bouncing and that peaks their interest into fishing! Harold
likes to entertain the kids and will go fishing for big Northern
Pike for them to catch. He hates cleaning them but he does
and you are unlikely to find a bone when he is done! The littlest
ones get entertained with playing with the fish in the live well or
bucket.
W.E. - Are you getting younger people into fishing these days?
If not what do you feel needs to be done to get them into a boat
and fishing or playing in the great outdoors?
J.B. – We have many families come up to have a family vacation and once their younger ones catch fish they’re excited

J.B. - Actually we had a wonderful summer!! More beautiful
days than not this year, wind was more of an issue than anything else. Because of the islands there is always a place to get
out of the winds. The water level this year is the highest that
we’ve seen in many years making more areas to get into that
we couldn’t before. The heat brought many “fly” hatches which
slowed down the fishing in mid July but Harold always plans his
week long trip with the guys in July. His little vacation and break
from the busy charter season, he goes fishing for a week up
into Canada.
W.E. - You had Knee replacement surgery this year how are
you doing. Have you been able to hit the water much this year?
Will you be back on the ice this year when snowmobile racing
begins?
J.B. – Yes I did have a left total knee replacement, one of the
most painful surgeries and the longest recovery I have ever
had. Now three months later I am doing very well and even with
some discomfort and swelling I am so much more active then I
have been in three years. The pain in March and April prior to
surgery was debilitating and limited what I was able to do, there
were days when Harold would have to help me out of the car
and walk into the house. Then I would have to hit the recliner
and ice it for several hours, cooking a meal was painful and I
love to cook! I have been in the water lots this year as it is 70+
degrees at our dock which that is very unusual since there is a
40” drop off right next to my dock. It was wonderful therapy for
my leg and still is!! I’ve been gardening
like crazy, walking two miles a day and
enjoying all the things that I have missed.
YES I will be back on the ice this winter
when racing begins and hopefully riding
my sled again. I look forward to seeing
everyone in the racing family every year!
W.E. - You were the support boat for the
men’s first place winner of the Mighty
Mac Swim, Michigan Open Water
Championship. Tell us about this event
and how you got involved. What does it
involve?

231-369-4300
www.formulax-1.com
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J.B. - Last year in the fall we were contacted by Jim Dreyer, organizer of the
event to assist. The goal was to have all
boats be licensed Charter Boat Captains
as support boats due to the training and
boat inspections by the USCG. Special
equipment was required to be able to
do this event. We forgot our ladder and
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had to go to Wal-Mart, they did not have anything so we had
to be creative and with marine rope, small boat buoys and my
macramé skills a boat ladder was made!
The Supports boats were to maintain the boundary line
between the swimmers and the bridge keeping them out of the
zone designated by Homeland Security. The fine if either swimmer or boat entered that area was $40,000 and lord knows
what else. This meant that longitude and latitude coordinates
had to be maintained via GPS, the USCG assisted us with a
50-yard buffer zone between us and the Homeland Security
bridge restrictions. In the 4 ft. waves and slow speeds this was
constant monitoring by Harold as the Captain. All boats had to
have a First Mate and that was me plus a Lifeguard and our
job was to keep an eye on the swimmers that we were following and give the Captain instructions on whether to speed up
or slow down. We were given boat #1 which meant that we
were assigned to the first swimmer or swimmers if more than
one and guide them across. Once our swimmer was across in
1 hr. and 45 minutes we were then assigned to go assist the
other seven boats to guide swimmers or go round up the ones
that were heading too far east as that is the way the currant
ran. Thirty-two swimmers started with the eight boats so it was
a challenge at times. To get swimmers on track we would blow
orange whistles but my own whistle, which many in racing have
heard, seemed to work the best!!! The difficult thing for the
swimmers was being able to see their target place or finish line
as the waves were blocking their view so watching for their support boat was their compass to get to the finish line. We also
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guided the last swimmer who finished in 4 hrs. and 2 minutes.
The winner, Chris Thompson is a former member of the
University of Michigan Swimming and Diving team. He won the
Bronze Medal in the Men’s 1,500-Meter Freestyle at the 2000
Summer Olympics held in Sydney, Australia.
During the event we were in awe watching the number of
walkers that were going across the bridge. The amount of
security provided by Homeland Security (with big guns on their
boat), USCG, Michigan State Police was impressive. It was a
fun event to participate in and we will most likely do it again.
After the picnic for everyone at Fort Michilimackinac we
loaded up the boat and started heading home but made a turn
south to Cheboygan as the traffic north was unbelievable, so off
we went fishing to end a great two days. No fish were caught!
W.E. - Any final comments?
J.B. - Visit our website at www.blueheronfishingcharters.com
for more details about our charters. I also have a two bedroom house on the water for rent nightly and weekly. There is
a queen size bed in one room, a bunk with full on bottom and
twin on top, a futon (full size) and lots of sleeping cots if more
room is needed. Full kitchen and bath plus washer and dryer.
Beautiful sunrises, boat dock and bonfires to end your day.
House is 11 miles from the ferry and right next door to us. If
anyone is interested in a charter or renting the house they can
contact me at blueheronfishingcharters@gmail.com contact me
through Facebook or call us at 906-635-5134.
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Fun For Everyone!
SCHEDULE
OF EVENTS
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Admission $5.00
Fri. Night Early Registration
3 p.m. to dark
Sat. Race Registration: 8-10 a.m.
Racing: 11 a.m.
Show Registration: 8 a.m.
Trophies at noon
Swap Meet: 8 a.m.
Concessions Available 1. Kitty Cat

RACING ON 1/2 MILE OVAL - 29 CLASSES

2. 120 Stock
3. 120 Imp.
4. 120 Super Stock
5. Kids 8-12 HR Single Stock
6. HR Single Stock
7. 340 Twin Stock Fan
8. 340 Twin Stock Free Air
9. 440 Twin Stock Fan
10. 440 Twin Stock Free Air
11. 59 Years & Older
1980 or older Stock 440cc max
12. 1972 & Older HR Single
Two Man Hot Dog Race

13. New Class: The Obsolete Class
340cc Max (Must be of a company that’s
not in snowmobile business anymore)

14. 1975 & Older Vintage Pro
15. New Class: 1980 340 Trail Imp.
16. New Class: 1980 440 Trail Imp.
17. 1980 Trail Stock 340 Fan
18. 1980 Trail Stock 340 Free Air
19. 1980 Trail Stock 340 Liquid
20. 1980 Trail Stock 440 fan,
21. 1980 Trail Stock 440 Free Air
22. 1980 Trail Stock 440 Liquid
23. 1974 440 Twin Fan Imp.
24. 1974 440 Twin Free Air Imp.

25. 1974 340 Twin
Fan Imp.
26. 1974 340 Twin
Free Air Imp.
27. HD Single Imp.
28. HR Single Imp.
29. New Class:
Mikuni Single

Kitty Cat & 120
Fees: $10.00
All other classes
$20.00 per class

Presented by the MARION SNOWMOBILE CLUB

Snowfest
February 18, 2017

2017
FEATURE SL
ED

RUPP

FOR RACE RULES AND INFO CALL:

Dale (231) 510-3286 • Kelly (231) 825-0166
Rich (231) 878-2746

www.marionvintagesnowmobileclub.com
Facebook: Marion Vintage Snowmobile Club

Marion Fairgrounds / Veterans Memorial Park
Marion, Michigan, 49665
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