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Follow us on
facebook
and Like
our page
Join the Conversation!
WE’VE
GOT
MORE!

• Get informed, read, comment and share
the news you like.
• Check out our weekly Remember When
Features and Photo Flashbacks.
• Get The Winning Edge Magazine in your
facebook feed.

https://www.facebook.com/thewinningedgemagazine
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WHAT’S
Industry News

Ingles Performance announces
roster for 2017-18 snocross season

As the summer of 2017
slowly fades into memory and
thoughts turn to the coming
winter, one of the northeast’s
most accomplished snowmobile snocross teams is already
gearing up for the 2017-18
season.
Multi-time champions Ingles
Performance will again field
riders on both the national and
regional circuits. Leading the
squad into 2018 is Vermont
native Hunter Patenaude, who
will compete full-time on the
International Series of Champions’ (ISOC) AMSOIL Championship Snocross (ACS) series
in the Pro Lite class.

Hunter won the ISOC Sport
National title last winter and
says he’s ready for the challenge. “I know it will be a competitive class with a lot of good
riders,” Patenaude said. “But I

also know the new Ski-doo will
be fast, and I’m already training
hard with fellow Ski-doo racer
Lincoln Lemieux to prepare. I’m
in great shape physically, and
feel I’ll be ready when we all

The
Winning
Edge

get to Duluth.”
Also returning to the Ingles
team is Hunter’s older brother,
Leo, who will race in the
Pro class on the East Coast
Snocross (ECS) Conx2share
series along with select ISOC
races. Joining Leo on the ECS
circuit for Ingles Performance
is veteran Chris Ingles, who will
race in the Pro Lite class.
New to the team this coming
winter is 19-year-old Connecticut native Marco Travaglini.
The talented athlete from Norfolk was impressive the ECS
Pro Lite class last winter on a
different brand of sled, but now
has his sights set on riding the

Continued on page 5
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hot new Ski-doo MXZx 600RS E-TEC in 2018.
“I’m really excited about riding the new Ski-doo for Ingles
Performance this winter,” Travaglini said. “I think once I get used
to the sled, I’ll be able to run up front. With this team, I can learn
so much from their experience. This is a great opportunity for me,
and I plan to give it my best.”
Also on the team for 2017-18 is Alissah Ashline, of Hartland,
Vermont. Ashline will compete in the ECS Pro Women class, while
her younger brother, Adam, will race out of the same trailer in the
ECS Junior classes.
Emmett Scott Dinse will also have support from Inlges Performance in 2018 as he competes in the ECS Sport division.
Dinse made notable improvements during his rookie effort last
winter and will continue to hone his skills with more valuable seat

A-1 Upholstery & Repair

time in his sophomore season.
Team co-owner Robin Ingles feels confident about her full team
roster for 2017-18.
“I think we have some great riders gearing up for another assault on ISOC and ECS this coming winter,” Ingles said. “We’re
starting a new era after Danny (Poirier) retired, and we plan to
continue his legacy of winning races and titles for Ski-doo. I’m
excited to see a new season arrive.” The Stream, with a link easily
found at www.snocross.com.
Ingles Performance would like to thank our valued marketing partners for their continued support; including Ski-doo, XPS,
Woody’s, C&A Pro Skis, ROX Speed FX, VP Racing Fuels, Fly
Racing, 139designs.com, Moto Tassinari, NGK Spark Plugs, Cyclops Cameras, the Ale-n-Angus Pub, and Triple 9 Optics. Without
all of you, this continued effort in snocross would not be possible.
For more information, please go to www.inglesperformance.
com.
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Side By Side UTV’s of every size and color packed the parking area bright and early.

Wheelin’ for Olympians
By Steve Landon
The sleepy little hamlet of Leota, Mich., located in northwestern Clare, County Michigan saw its population nearly
quadrupled when well over 1000 outdoor enthusiast’s along
with their friends and family invaded the area Saturday, May
20,, 2017 for the annual Trails End Rough Roarin’ Off Roadin’
-‘T.E.R.R.O.R. Run hosted by the Trails End Pub to benefit the
Michigan›s Special Olympics.
Basking in the glow of a beautiful northern Michigan sunrise
tow vehicles of all shapes and sizes began arriving bright and
early quickly filling up the parking areas in and around the pub
with eager riders. Back in registration early sign-ups picked
up their participant t-shirts and chatted with friends and fellow riders before hitting the trail. Throughout the morning a
6 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

steady flow of some of the coolest looking off roadin’ dream
machines left the parking lot under the direction of an eagle
eyed volunteer who wished everyone a safe enjoyable ride as
they passed. It was truly a beautiful sight, even to the non-rider
watching from the roadside.
Started in the fall of 2014 the annual event draws ATV’s,
UTV’s, dirt bikes and other off road vehicles for a day of riding
in the sun, rain, water and dirt on a vast network of trails and
seasonal roads. Thanks to the community’s central location, riders from across Michigan and as far away as Ohio and Indiana
have become regular visitors to the event and the community.
Leota, Michigan has long been an outdoor paradise thanks to
its abundance of state land, dirt roads, miles of trails, lakes and
the popular Muskegon River. With so many great activities it is
easy to see why Trails End Pub owner Dan Wilhem decided to

© 2017 Reproduction Prohibited
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put on an event that continues to grow.
“From our first event four years ago
we’ve had a run both in the spring and
again in the fall. With the popularity
of side-by-side UTV’s and quads we
decided to put together a charity ride for
Special Olympics. Due to current Michigan State Liquor Laws “Poker Runs” are
not legal for a licensed establishment
to be involved in. Therefore it is not a
“Poker Run” however we do make it
competitive by having the participants
compete in a game of skill, not a game
of chance. A cash prize is then awarded
to the winner. The average distance
rider’s travel is between 80 and 90 miles
covering county roads, seasonal roads
and state trails” Wilhem explained.
With so many charities out there why
did they select Michigan Special Olympics to be the beneficiary?
“When my wife and I purchased the
bar in 2013 the previous owner was
involved with Wertz Warriors, the main
charity the bar donated to. Our bar is a
stop on their annual snowmobile ride to
Traverse City for the Michigan Special
Olympics Winter Games. During their
stop here we provide them (Wertz Warriors) with a huge hot breakfast and a
check. This past January we were able
to give them a check for $8,500.
For the first time this year we have
involved Clare County Area 7 Special
Olympics both for help with the event
and as a partial recipient of the funds
that are raised. It has gotten big enough
that we raise enough funds to give to
both Wertz Warriors and Area 7. The
Clare County Area 7 Olympians assisted
in passing out hot dogs, chips and pop
at the Jonesville Bridge trailhead parking
lot.
The ride has really grown over the
years, the first year we had approxi-

Performance Driven!
Performance Proven!

Everything about an Ultimax belt is designed to deliver superior performance and
dependability. On the track or on the trail, you can depend on Ultimax. Champions
choose Ultimax, the same belt available from your local powersports dealer.

UltiMAX
Improved design for greater flexibility and cooler running.
Designed for machines under 500cc. One year warranty.
Made in USA.

Ultimax PRO
Delivers enhanced performance and longer belt life.
The advanced design dissipates heat and boosts flexibility.
One year warranty. Made in USA.

Ultimax XS
Peak power and efficiency for screamin’ high-performance.
Purpose-built for high horsepower sleds. Specially
formulated rubber compound found in no other snowmobile
belt. One year warranty. Made in USA.
The Ultimax family includes UltiMAX, Ultimax PRO and Ultimax XS
snowmobile belts; Ultimax ATV and Ultimax ATV HQ drive belts for
ATVs, UTVs and SxSs; and Ultimax MD (Multi-Duty).

ultimaxbelts.com
Find the right belt for your machine
with our easy-to-use Belt Finder:

Special Olympians and their families volunteered at this years run.
Everyone did a great job.
Photo’s by Lisa Keen
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Special Olympians got a change to go for a ride later in the
day thanks to many UTV owners.They all had a great time.
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mately 80 people, for this run we had a little over 1000 riders
in attendance. We try to include other businesses in the area
due to the length of the run. Bathroom breaks, refreshments,
etc. We also bought over 700 t-shirts for this run. A few of the
local businesses in the Harrison, Mich., area donated money
and prizes. Not only is T.E.R.R.O.R. the biggest event of the
year in Leota, I would venture to say it’s the biggest event ever
in Leota.
Our volunteer crew is made up of family, close personal
friends plus Area 7 Olympians, their parents and families. It
takes about 30 people and tons of preparation to pull this thing
off. When the riders return we have music, games, food and
fun.
This year it rained a little when our riders returned, however
the party went on, in fact some of the participants gave rides to
the Olympians - the experience really made their day. Beyond
some pretty dusty spots along the way – something expected
by off road riders, this springs event went off without a hitch.
After all the bills are paid we’re looking to donate approximately
$12,000.00 from this event”, Wilhem said.
The current UTV, ATV and Side-By-Side explosion may have
some wondering if snowmobilers might soon be trading in their
sleds for four wheelers, however, this is not the case. Snowmobilers are a pretty loyal bunch who tend to be year round
outdoor enthusiast’s, in fact a lot of the folks on hand used their
snowmobile trailers to haul their four wheeled toys. The majority of people who ride in winter agree snowmobiles are still the
way to go when trail riding in snow In fact Mark Musselman

Riders hit the massive trail system around Leota.

Story continued on Page 10
Volunteers were hard at work at the Jonesville trailhead
parking lot cooking hotdogs for hungry riders.

A UTV bursts through a cloud of dust as he enters the
trail at the Jonesville trailhead.

riders supporting Team Woody’s plugged the 50 year old
snowmobile Traction product maker in the heat of the
summer on four wheels.
8 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS
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DISCOUNTS!
SPECIAL SHOW PRICES &
SNOWMOBILING!

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR

www.SNOWMOBILEUSA.com

SEE EVERYTHING FOR 2018 AT SNOWMOBILE USA!

2018 Snowmobile & ATV Models n Clothing & Accessories n Performance Parts n Open & Enclosed Trailers n Graphics
Destination Information n Resorts & Lodges n Snowmobile Clubs n Racing Associations n Magazines n Maps
Antiques n Western & Canadian Information n Swap Meets n Safety Classes n And Much More!

Milwaukee, WI - October 13-15, 2017
WISCONSIN STATE FAIR EXPO CENTER
84TH & GREENFIELD AVE.

WISCONSIN’S BEST-KNOWN SNOWMOBILE SHOW returns to the 200,000 sq. ft. Wisconsin
State Fair Exposition Center, in West Allis. Check out 2018 factory displays from Arctic Cat,
Polaris, Ski-doo and Yamaha.
As an added bonus check out the swap meet held Saturday & Sunday. For swap meet
info, please call 414-299-0330 or visit www.waukeshasnow.org
A Wisconsin DNR state certified safety class will take place on Saturday only. For
registration please call 262-794-3061.

SPECIAL SHOW PRICES
& DISCOUNTS

GET THE BEST PRE-SEASON DEALS! COME TO SEE, SHOP AND SAVE
ON ALL THAT IS SNOWMOBILING UNDER ONE ROOF!

Novi, MI - November 3-5, 2017
SUBURBAN COLLECTION SHOWPLACE
46100 GRAND RIVER

Enjoy the WORLD’S LARGEST INDOOR SNOWMOBILE SHOW at the Suburban Collection
Showplace with over 220,000 sq. ft. of display space packed with all that’s new for 2018.
Set aside the whole weekend and bring the family to check out the newest in snowmobiling.
Talk face to face with factory reps from Arctic Cat, Polaris, Ski-Doo and Yamaha. See the
new 2018 models in their huge factory displays.
To register for the Snowmobile Safety Class, presented by Snomads Snofari Snowmobile
Club and taught by state certified instructors, please register online at www.snomads.org.

ONE-STOP
SHOPPING

CHECK OUT THE WORLD’S LARGEST INDOOR SNOWMOBILE SHOW!
IT’S YOUR ONE-STOP SNOWMOBILE SUPERSTORE!

ADMISSION
Adults
12 and under

SHOW HOURS
$10.00
FREE

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

YOUR SNOWMOBILE SUPERSTORE

PRODUCED BY LEISURE FEATURES, INC. • 1525 NORTH RAILROAD STREET • EAGLE RIVER WI, 54521 • 608-223-6550
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LEFT: A family takes a break to enjoy a free lunch at the
Jonesville Bridge trailhead parking area.
whose father Jim founded International Engineering – makers
of Woody’s Snowmobile Traction and Control products 50 years
ago brought his UTV up for the day.
“We did the one of the T.E.R.R.O.R. runs last fall for the first
time. The ride is set up in a way that you can leave from the
Trails End Pub at anytime and return when you’re tired of riding. It’s a great charity plus we (Woody’s) work with the Wertz
Warriors in the winter.
You meet a lot of nice people on the ride along with the many
volunteers who help make the event run smooth from start to
finish. Most of the people we met still ride sleds, in fact a lot of
them snowmobile in this area and have been to the Trails End
Pub in the past. We plan on being back for the October ride to
enjoy the fall colors”, Mark Musselman said.
Thanks to incredible weather for 90% of the day, great staff,

Story continued on Page 13

The parking lot filled up fast at the Trails End Pub. Over
1,000 riders took part in this years run.

Riders began unloading bright and early eager to hit the
trail.

This rider showed support for police officers with the
American flag featuring the thin blue Line
LEFT: A “Deuce and a Half” owner was ready to tackle the
trail with his pint size friends.
10 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS
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A bunch of ATV riders head out of town for the trails.

Considered vintage by some,the once popular three
Wheeler’s are still around, people are still riding and
loving them as much as they did back in the day.

dusty dry trails didn’t keep folks from riding.

Parking in and getting out of a ditch at a steep angle was
not a problem for the UTV’s.

Area Businesses like the Leota Mini-Mart were kept busy all day.
THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE
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Don’t think this driver got the memo that T.E.R.R.O.R. means Trails End Rough Roarin Off Roadin, not Terror as in terrifying
your passenger.This guy surprised his lady passenger with a cool wheelie as he pulled out of the parking lot.

Mark Musselman of Woody’s Snowmobile Traction products
came over for the ride with his Arctic Cat UTV. Woody’s is a
supporter of the Wertz Warriors Snowmobile ride for the
The registration table was keep busy much of the morning.
Michigan winter special olympics.
12 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS
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UTV’s and ATV’s head for the trails out of Leota, MIchigan.
volunteers, excellent organization as well as very safety conscious drivers and passengers, the May 2017 edition of the
T.E.R.R.O.R. Ride was a huge success. In the weeks ahead
Dan and his crew are hard at work getting ready for the October 14th T.E.R.R.O.R. ride when bright autumn colors will
dominate the already beautiful scenery around area.
The Trails End Pub is located 10141 N Finley Lake Ave, in

Volunteers work to distribute 700 t-shirts to pre-registered
riders.
beautiful “Uptown Leota” while in town stay at the Leota Lodge
or fill up with gas and munchies at the Leota Mini - Mart. To
learn more about the Trails End Pub, T.E.R.R.O.R. Run, like
them on face book or give them a call at 989-539-9644.

TOP OF THE LAKE
SHOW & RIDE
Naubinway, Michigan

Celebrating the 50th
Anniversary of the Plaisted
North Pole Expedition

Featured Snowmobile
1968 ski-doo Olympique

Feb. 16th thru 18th, 2018
info@snowmobilemuseum.com
www.snowmobilemuseum.com
www.topofthelake.org
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FOUR TO BE INDUCTED INTO THE
INTERNATIONAL SNOWMOBILE HALL OF FAME
EAGLE RIVER, WI: Celebrating its 28th year, the International Snowmobile Hall of Fame (ISHOF) inducted four outstanding and worthy snowmobilers into the prestigious International
Snowmobile Hall of Fame, on Saturday, September 23, 2017 at
the Eagle Water Resort, in Eagle River, Wisconsin.
“The night represents the dedicated individuals who have
worked diligently to promote, foster, develop and build the sport
of snowmobiling,” states Tom Anderson, Secretary of ISHOF.
The Class of 2017 includes: Harold (Hal) Fleischman from
Buffalo, NY inducted as a Volunteer. Marlys Knutson from Excelsior, MN, inducted from the Industry category.
Don Schulpius from St. Germain, WI, inducted as a Volunteer. Greg Sorenson from Finlyson, MN inducted as a Volunteer.
Shelly Brandstrom from Bovey, Minnesota is the first recipient
of the Edgar Hetteen Memorial Award of Merit. Shelly was on
the ground level of the Hall of Fame and is a major reason why
the organization is what it is today.
Also honored, the Cascade Drift Skippers from Snohomish, WA, as International Club of the Year and Bill Spicer from
Craig, CO as the International Snowmobile Groomer of the
Year.
DON SCHULPIUS
The International Snowmobile Hall of Fame (ISHOF) will
induct Don Schulpius, from St.
Germain, WI for his outstanding
and worthy contributions.
Starting in 1965 Don’s long
snowmobiling career has followed many trails. But foremost has been his desire and
dedication to promoting the
sport through aggressive trail
development and grooming
programs. He is a true visionary who immediately realized
the promise that snowmobiling
has as a recreational sport and
industry.
By 1969 he helped found the Bo Boen Snowmobile Club in
St. Germain, WI and served as its first president. Today it is the
largest club in the state with 993 members.
Recognizing the need for groomed trails, Don formed Arrowhead Groomers, designing and building the first true trail
groomer and introducing Tucker Sno-Cats to the sport.
Trail development, grooming knowledge and its technology soon made him the forerunner of high tech grooming. He
designed the club’s first snowmobile trail map and continued to
make improvements in the grooming operations throughout the
Mid-West.
14 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

Don became a long time Director in the state association and,
in 1981, was named US Snowmobiler of the Year. He was an
original member of Team Oasis and later the Ambassadors of
Snowmobiling that traveled North America’s snowbelt for many
years promoting the sport.
Known also as “Mr. Snowmobiling,” Don Schulpius is one
of the most passionate and hard working snowmobilers to be
found. For this, and for his many years of service to the sport,
Don Schulpius is now being inducted into the International
Snowmobile Hall of Fame.
GREG SORENSON
The International Snowmobile
Hall of Fame (ISHOF) will induct
Greg Sorenson, from Finlayson,
MN for his outstanding and
worthy contributions
It was a 10 HP used FoxTrac
that got Greg Sorenson hooked
on snowmobiling way back in
1966 and the sport has dominated all of his free time ever
since. As he grew up he became more and more involved
in the sport and in 1987 took on
the task of developing a 24 mile
loop around the city of Duluth,
MN. I t took three years to accomplish the daunting task.
During that time Greg became the local club president and
served for 10 years. Then served 28 years as Region 7 Director for MnUSA. He has been VP and then President of MnUSA,
ASCA Mid-West Board of Directors, ISC member, Youth Safety
Training Instructor for 16 years, rewrote the Minnesota Safety
Rules for Snowmobiles and ATVs, redesigned the Minnesota
Grant In Aid System and a long list of other offices and accomplishments.
In 1999, Greg and some friends rode around Lake Superior
raising $15,000 for ALS. It soon became a yearly event and to
date has raised a total of 9 million dollars. He successfully led
an effort to remove the stud ban on black topped trails. This
earned him the title of “Stud President.”
Throughout his snowmobile career, Greg Sorenson has been
front and foremost in volunteering his talents and people skills
to tackle problems, create new opportunities, solve difficult situations and continue to make the sport safer and more enjoyable for the thousands of sledders who ride trails he worked so
hard to develop. For this reason, Greg Sorenson is now being
rewarded with yet another well deserved honor. He is being
inducted into the International Snowmobile Hall of Fame, class
of 2017.
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Grant Vermeersch
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Sponsored by

Countryside Transportation Service
Stacks Market
Murdoch Construction
Rooney Crane LLC
Ridge Run Farms
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HAROLD (HAL) FLEISCHMAN
The International Snowmobile
Hall of Fame (ISHOF) will induct
Harold (Hal) Fleischman from Buffalo, NY, for his outstanding and
worthy contributions
Following a ride on a 1969 Skidoo Nordic, Hal knew his future fun
times were to be on a snowmobile.
He soon joined his local club and
began a long and distinguished career into organized snowmobiling.
By 1979 Hal was a New York
State Snowmobile Association
Director. He recalls riding trails
in nearby Canada and thinking,
“These are great trails. How can
we get the same great trails in
New York?”
From this, he has dedicated a
lifetime of working toward that goal. Hal was elected president of
the NYSSA in 2003 and it became a full time job. He tackled three
major problems facing the association. An insurance crisis that
threatened to shut down the entire trail system, lack of volunteers
and creation of a two-tier registration system. All three required his
skills and tenacity, but all three were solved under his watch.
The NYSSA continued to grow and become a nationally recognized state association. Hal traveled all across the snowbelt
explaining the workings to other interested clubs and state associations.
NYSSA hired officers and a lobby firm. They addressed national
concerns. They led the charge to develop a 10,600 mile groomed
trail system throughout the state of New York. During this time as
President, Hal chaired or was a member of numerous committees
working to improve the system in New York.
Now, Harold (Hal) Fleischman will join other like dedicated snowmobilers as he is inducted into the International Snowmobile Hall of
Fame.
MARLYS KNUTSON
The International Snowmobile
Hall of Fame (ISHOF) will induct
Marlys Knutson from Excelsior,
MN, for her outstanding and worthy contributions.
Marlys came from Tonka Toys
in 1983, Marlys knew very little
about snowmobiling. But she
did know a lot about marketing
and communications. Skills that
served her well in her new position at Polaris.
Marlys quickly learned the business and sport of snowmobiling.
And putting her keen marketing
and communications skills to work
established herself as a valued
asset to the company. By 1985
she was able to load a sled on her trailer, drive to Eagle River and
participate in the inaugural Women on Snow ride.
Elected to the Minnesota Snowmobile Trail Task Force in 1990
and served as President from 1991-1995. She served 12 years
as a Representative on the Polaris Advisory Board. In 1994 was
named SnoWest Man (Woman) of the Year. She is the first and only
woman so be honored.
Marlys has represented Polaris on the ISMA Board for many
years. She has been the lead coordinator of the last 6 Polaris Anniversary Celebrations. In 2000 she also coordinated the reenactment of the 1960 ride from Bethel to Fairbanks, Alaska done at that
time to prove the merit of the new snowmobile development. During
her tenure at Polaris, Marlys has received many promotions, honors
and awards. Among them being inducted into the Polaris Hall of
Fame in 2009.
Now Marlys Knutson adds one more honor, she is being inducted
into the International Snowmobile Hall of Fame.
16 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

GROOMER OF THE YEAR
The International Snowmobile
Hall of Fame (ISHOF) will induct
the Bill Spicer of Craig, CO for his
outstanding and worthy contributions.
While a snowmobiler since
1972, Bill was too busy teaching
Vo-Ag to get involved with his
club’s activities. But after his retirement in 1996, he soon became
immersed in his new passion of
trail grooming for the Northwest
Colorado Snowmobile Club. And
he has certainly made up for lost
time since then.
As a certified welder and top
notch mechanic, these skills have
served him well in maintaining and operating the groomers and
groomer program.
At 82 years young, and while most people that age are relaxing,
Bill is still very active in snowmobiling, club activities, club Board
of Directors since 1995, volunteering for many club and local civic
events and training new groomer operators.
Perhaps his most endearing trait is that he is always making
himself available for local and club events, helping out wherever
needed. Bill adjusts his personal schedule to fit the needs of the
grooming program’s schedule. For his 20+ years of dedicated
grooming efforts, Bill Spicer is now being awarded the International
Snowmobile Groomer of the Year.
SNOWMOBILE CLUB OF THE YEAR
The International Snowmobile
Hall of Fame (ISHOF) will induct
the Cascade Drift Skippers from
Snohomish, WA for their outstanding and worthy contributions When
a long established snowmobile club
grows almost 600% in the short
span of 5 years, you know they
have something special going on.
That is the history of the Cascade
Drift Skippers. From 65 members
in 2013 the club has grown to
now over 350. And many are new
snowmobilers who got started
because of the club’s activities and
programs.
Programs such as: continuous community involvement, monthly
seminary style club meetings, numerous club sponsored rides
based on three levels of skill and experience, informative special
educational seminars, fund raising efforts, positive media relations,
inviting press releases, avalanche safety training classes, search
and rescue programs, Wounded Warriors rides and ladies only
rides.
Their “Backcountry Assender Program” has been nationally
acclaimed and copied by many
states. They were awarded the
Washington State Snowmobile
Club of the Year for 2016. In June
they were named at the International Snowmobile Congress as
their Club of the Year.
Now, in 2017, they are being
recognized as the International
Snowmobile Club of the Year.
SHELLY BRANDSTROM
Shelly Brandstrom from Bovey,
Minnesota is the first recipient
of the Edgar Hetteen Memorial Award of Merit. Shelly was
on the ground level of the Hall
of Fame and is a major reason
why the organization is what it is
today.
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MICHIGAN
Motor Sports

HALL OF FAME
Dick Barker

Dick Barker is known as the “The Magic Man”. He drives the
familiar the Orange & Blue Car #45 Late Model.
He was born in Battle Creek, Michigan in February 1951. The
very next year he was attending local stock car races with his
Mom and Dad. As he grew he became more and more interested in the sport and by his mid teens he expressed to his
parents his desire to become a race car driver. He asked his
dad to help him buy a stock car but being the oldest of three
children his parents were very interested in having him go to
college and get a degree. His father, owner of a local gas station in Battle Creek, said that paying for college and supporting
a racecar at the same time was more than they could financially handle. Dick was an outstanding high school athlete and
was offered an athletic scholarship to Central Michigan University. Having most of his college paid for his father bought him a
1956 Chevrolet Convertible Stock Car for his graduation gift in
1969 and hence the racing career began.
Dick started his racing career at the Galesburg Speedway
where he was rookie of the year in the Late Model Division in
1969. He won his first feature race the following year 1970 at
the Galesburg Speedway. Dick went on to win 108 Late Model
Feature Races and over 250 total race wins from 1969 through
2011. His last race win came at the Flat Rock Speedway in
2011. He has raced across the Midwest in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan and Canada.
Here are some of the major accomplishments in Dick Barker’s great career:
• Rookie of the year at Galesburg Speedway in 1969
• First Late Model Feature win at Galesburg Speedway in
1970
• Late Model Track Champion at Galesburg Speedway in 1971
& 1973
• A.R.C.A. Rookie of the year at the Flat Rock Speedway in
1976
• A.R.C.A. Flat Rock Speedway Late Model Champion in 1978
& 1980. Runner up in 1977,
1979, 1981
• Mt. Clemens Speedway winner of 15 Late Model Feature
Races from 1980 till it closed in 1985
• Winner of 3 Mid Season Championship features and 3 Late
Model Season Championship features at Mt. Clemens Speedway from 1980 till 1985 when it closed
• Competed in the Midwest ASA racing series in 1988 and
1989
• Winner of the Sandusky Cavalcade Late Model 100 Classic
(Sandusky, Ohio) in 1986
• Current Record Holder of the fastest 75 lap Late Model Feature ever run at Flat Rock Speedway
• Winner of the twin 100 lap Late Model Features at Toledo
Speedway in 1982 & 1984 when the racetrack was not owned
18 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS
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by A.R.C.A. hence the race was not designated as the “Glass
City 200”
• Competed in a NASCAR Busch Series Event at Indianapolis
Raceway Park Speedway in Indianapolis, Indiana in 1985 driving for Butch Miller with NASCAR Crew Chief Kevin Hamlin
• Competed in A.R.C.A. Super Car Series Event at Talladega
Speedway in the early 80’s when A.R.C.A. original owner John
Marcum flew me down in his plane to qualify for the A.R.C.A.
race
• Two time F.A.S.T. Late Model Series Champion in 1986 &
1987 (This series raced in Ohio, Michigan and Canada). Winner of 5 features in two years in this series
• Winner of 4 straight Late Model features and 6 total for the
year in 1982 at the Toledo Speedway
• Last race won – Flat Rock Speedway 2011
• Last Feature Race Win – Flat Rock Speedway in 2009

Mark Cowan

From an early age St. Johns, Michigan’s Mark Cowan had
a love for motorsports and a passion to be involved in some
capacity.
That passion led him to Doc Smalley’s garage and the “Pink
Panther” #96 team where he spent the late 1970’s and early
1980’s turning wrenches and helping lead driver Eric Chant to
championship runs at both the Ionia Fairgrounds and Crystal
Motor Speedway.
An auctioneer by trade, Mark’s involvement in the sport took
at exciting twist in 1985 when he became the weekly voice of
Crystal Motor Speedway. With his clear and fast-pace announcing ability mixed with a ton of humor, Cowan became an
instant fan favorite and kept fans entertained thoroughly during
long cautions or water truck breaks.
His knowledge of the sport from a mechanical standpoint always meant that fans were educated as to what was happening
with competitors while his ability to quickly announce drivers’
names, numbers, and even sponsors during green flag racing
helped spectators identify drivers quickly.
From 1985 until 1998 Mark announced weekly at Crystal
Motor Speedway as well as being on the regular roster for
Dealers Choice weekends. Taking only a brief hiatus in 1993
to venture into the world of driving, piloting the yellow #1 IMCA
Modified.
Cowan was also a regular announcer at I-96 Speedway
throughout the 1990’s before I-96 switched to a Saturday night
speedway, thus conflicting with Marks commitment to CMS.
Even though Mark is no longer a full-time announcer he never has stepped away from the sport; a long-time car sponsor,
and crew member on his nephew Todd Cowan’s #96 Modified;
in the new millennium Mark took on the role of Car Owner in
the Street Stock division at Crystal Motor Speedway. As a car
owner Mark helped drive brothers Kyle & James Prochaszka to
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back-to-back track championships at Crystal Motor Speedway
(2014 & 2015).
Nowadays on summer Saturday nights you will still find Mark
at Crystal Motor Speedway, either turning wrenches or occasionally giving the fans a chuckle with some impromptu over
the mic humor.
Throughout the week Mark still stays busy with Mark Cowan
Auctions, as well as fixing toys and teaching young preschool
students all about racing even if while on tricycles with his wife
Darlys at Kid Zone Early Education Zone in Clinton County.
Outside of the racetrack Mark & Darlys spend their non-work
hours spending as much time as possible seeing their two
children morph into successful adults. Mason graduated from
the University of Northwestern Ohio and now works at Lane Automotive while Lindy graduated in 2017 from Eastern Michigan
University as a Registered Dietitian.
Since 1975 Mark Cowan has been making a huge impact on

The Nest

Two Bedroom Vacation Rental
on the water by the day or week

For more info contact
Jan or Harold Bailey

906-635-5134

blueheronﬁshingcharters@gmail.com

www.blueheronﬁshingcharters.com

local racing in Mid-Michigan. His behind the scenes contributions as well as his incredible talent to entertain over the P.A.
have made him a valuable asset to racing in Michigan.

Golden Commandos

The Golden Commando’s drag race club was conceived in
1962 by a group of technicians, mechanics and engineers from
Chrysler Corporation Central Engineering Department in Highland Park, MI with each member being a specialist in a given
area of expertise including engines, transmissions, fuels, body,
and suspension. In October of 1962 the Golden Commando’s
club began drag racing an early 1963 Plymouth Super Stock
Automatic. They stormed onto the Super Stock scene setting
low E.T. at Detroit Dragway in their first competitive runs.
They became known as “Detroit’s own, Golden Commandos”
on radio station ads for local drag strips. The team was sponsored by Hamilton Motors, a Chrysler Plymouth dealer in Detroit, and they set up shop in the dealer’s service department.
The Golden Commandos set the bar at the track higher each
time they pulled off the trailer eventually finishing as runner-up
at the 1963 Winternationals in Pomona, CA. They added car
number 2m a 426 wedge station wagon that did double duty as
the club’s tow vehicle and soon became a crowd favorite with
class wins at the track before loading up t take the team and
tow the super stock car back to Hamilton Motors.
The Golden Commando’s momentum continued into 1964
with the introduction of the race Hemi engines. Corporate
politics left them out from the select group that received factory
Hemi racecars, so they built their own, swapping out a 1964
wedge motor for one of the first drag race Hemi engines. With
the addition of an aluminum front end and one off aluminum

Your sled might be studded,
but what about your…
boots/bike
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Visit WoodysTraction.com to stud your
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doors the Golden Commando’s car number 5 became a force
to be reckoned with as the first Super Stock to break into the
11-second bracket at an NHRA event. Later that summer the
Golden Commandos won the notorious ”dollar-a-foot” blowout
eliminator at Detroit Dragway’s World Championship in August
beating Don Nicholson.
In 1965, the Golden Commandos fielded their wildest ride
yet. The altered wheelbase cars became known as those
“funny looking Mopars” or “Funny Cars” as we know them today. The Commando’s technology advancements also continued into 1965, as they became the first car running with a fuel
injected Hemi engine.
In addition to a potent performance package, the Golden
Commandos showed outstanding reliability by not missing a
single match race during the season. Not only did they compete
in every match race, they won every match race in which they
participated in 1965.
That same year the Golden Commandos showed the drag
racing world that anybody can go racing with the introduction

of the “Goldfish.” An F Stock Plymouth Barracuda powered by
a potent 273 cubic inch small block V-8. Featured on the cover
of Hot Rod Magazine, the “Goldfish” broke thee AHRA F Stock
record their first time it ran. Later that season the “Goldfish”
went on to set the NHRA national record and won her class at
the U.S. Nationals at Indianapolis, IN.
In 1967 the Golden Commandos introduced their first full
Funny Car. A steel bodied “flip top” Barracuda. Sadly, with dwindling corporate support of racing programs, the team decided to
cease operations and disband at the end of the season.
Throughout their history, the team members including Carl
Anderson, Warren Anderson, Eugene Carrico, John Dallafior,
Evan Ericson, Donald Ernst, James “Jim” Hall, Ray Kobe, Gene
Meyers, Herman Mozer, Forrest Pitcock, Troy Simonsen, Walter Ulrich, and Bob Wellbaurn had backgrounds which included
being engineers, mechanics, lawyers, policemen, truck drivers,
and college students, all with enthusiasm, dedication and a
willingness to work long hours – after a full day at work and all
weekend. Membership in the Golden Commandos was also a
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family affair as kids ran around in the pits, wives packed parachutes and polished cars.
Nobody realized they were making history at the same time –
they just wanted to go racing and win.

Randy Gross

Randy Goss was a two time AMA Grand National Champion
in the 1980s and winner of 16 AMA nationals. Goss was one
of the top racers for the Harley Davidson factory racing team
for five years. Never flashy or outspoken Goss approached his
racing in a workmanlike manner, putting in a solid effort every
race, but rarely pushing past his limits. He earned the well
deserved moniker of “Mr. Consistency”.
Goss was born in Hartland Michigan on Jan. 12, 1956. He
grew up racing motocross, but tried dirt track racing one day
and instantly knew that was the sport he wanted to pursue.
Early in his career, Goss studied under the tutelage of Motorcycle Hall of Famer Bart Markel. He turned rookie expert in
1977 and earned an impressive six top 10 finishes that season.
He followed up during his sophomore season on the circuit by
earning eight to 10 finishes.
Goss came into his own in 1979. That year he won three
nationals, his first coming on the half mile in Middletown, Ny,
scored national points in a total of 21 races, and finished third
in the final standings. That performance was good enough to
earn him a ride on Harley Davidson’s racing team.
Harley Davidson’s faith in the young Michigan rider proved
well founded. Goss edged out Hank Scott by one point to win
the AMA Grand National Championship in 1980. That season,
he finished in the 10 in 19 of 20 dirt track nationals and polished off the year with a win on the San Jose (Calif) mile.
Goss barely missed defending his title in 1981. He was in the
title hunt with only two races left in the season, but a faulty bike
in his heat race at San Jose cost him dearly. Going out in true
style, Goss did all he could to defend the title by winning the final event of the season at Ascot Park in Gardena Calif, but Hall
of famer Mike Kidd and Gary Scott both finished in top five at
the race and Goss was forced to be content with a third place in
the battle for the title.
In 1982 Goss proved his versatility when he won the prestigious Peoria Il. TT race. Ultimately, Goss would win in every
form of dirt track racing.
Goss bounced back in 1983 and became only the eighth
rider to win two AMA Grand Nationals championships. Along
the way, Goss won two nationals and finished in the top five in
17 of 26 dirt track nationals. He was the only rider that year to
score points in every race he entered.
The 1984 campaign proved to be the most satisfying and at
the same time, perhaps the most unlucky year for Goss. For
once he shed the “Mr. Consistency” title and broke through by
taking four national wins and fighting for the series lead when
unfortunately things took a turn for the worse in San Jose.
Goss was involved in a three rider accident and suffered a broken leg. The injury kept him out of the final four dirt nationals
and cost him a shot at a third title.
Popular with his fellow riders, Goss was known for his soft
spoken and friendly manner. He might occasionally pull practical jokes on his friends and wife Vicky. Brent Thompson was
Goss’ longtime mechanic and one of the keys behind his unfailing success.
After his illustrious motorcycle career Goss moved to auto
racing and was crew chief for Champion Gregg Biffle in 2000 in
the NASCAR Truck series. Randy is also father-in-law to Aric
THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

Almirola who is the driver of the Richard Petty Motorsports 43.

Steven Hilliker

When it comes to motorsports there isn’t much that Midland,
Michigan’s Steven Hilliker isn’t willing to do or already tried.
The eighteen-time champion has driven his #21 into victory
lane, approaching 300 feature wins, including both dirt and asphalt, in everything from a Street-Stock to a Super Late Model,
UMP Modified, and in recent years the Dirt Late Model division.
Steven is not only a fierce competitor; he is also car builder,
engine builder, carburetor expert, machinist, and on many
Saturday nights before strapping into his own racecar, his voice
can be heard over the PA system singing the National Anthem.
Steven comes from a family with generations of car racers.
His grandfather, father, Uncle Floyd and cousins all raced in
years past. In 1976 Steven’s cousin Ben Boyce was racing on
Mid-Michigan dirt tracks with his brother Richard as his crew
chief. Steven started going to the races with his cousins in 1976
and at the end of the year, was able to hot lap Ben’s car for a
few laps, and the rest was history.
As a 17-year-old high school student Steven began to hone
his skills as a car builder. The family had an old 1963 Olds
Starfire with a 394 BB that Steven made into a doodle bug,
and a 1965 F-85 Olds without a motor setting in the side yard.
Steven’s dad suggested he take the motor out of the Starfire
and put it into the F-85 and let his uncle drive it at Mt. Pleasant
Speedway. The 394 motor had a motor mount under the front
under the water pump and off both sides of the block just in
front of the bell housing, so major work was needed to create
solid enough mounts. Fortunately Steven was in his second
year of welding in high school, and with a little 120V buzz box,
1-¼” pipe and butt weld 90º fitting, built his first racecar at home
in his mom and dad’s garage.
On the way to the race track, Steven’s uncle who was driving the hauler, slid he helmet over to Steven on the passenger
side of the truck, and said “you drive tonight” and that is where
Steven’s driving career started.
It was that 1977 Mt. Pleasant season opener where Steven
competed in his first race won his first feature in the same
night. The season would later bring Mid-Season and Season
Championship titles, and a 2nd place points finish, just behind
Professor Lloyd Thomas who was a veteran in the Flyer (street
stock) division.
Steven’s winning ways have continued throughout his 39year racing career, over the years he has amassed fifteen track
championships on dirt and two on asphalt, he also currently
holds three track records and has a number of other accomplishments including:
1978 -1979 - Sportsman Points Champion at Mt. Pleasant
and Merritt Speedways won 53% of all races entered in 1979
1980 - Super Late Model Point Champion at Merritt Speedway and 2nd in points at Mt. Pleasant Speedway.
1981 - Super Late Model Points Champion at Mt. Pleasant
Speedway and 2nd in points at Merritt Speedway.
1982-1985 - Competed in the Sportsman division at Merritt
Speedway, finishing 2nd in the points in 1985
1986 - Competed in Super Late Models on dirt and asphalt at
Tri-City, Auto City, and Owosso Speedways.
1987 - Competed in Super Late Models on asphalt at Tri-City
and Auto City Speedways, experiencing a crash at Tri-City that
broke the tracks concrete wall.
1988-1989 - Competed in the Sportsman division at Merritt
and Mt. Pleasant Speedways, finishing 2nd in points at Merritt
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in 1989
1990 - Competed in the Sportsman division at Merritt and Mt.
Pleasant Speedways, finishing 2nd in points at Merritt.
1991 - Sportsman division Points Champion at Merritt Speedway.
1992 - Sportsman division Points Champion at Merritt Speedway.
1993 - Sportsman division Points Champion at Merritt Speedway.
1994 - Sportsman division Points Champion at Merritt Speedway.
1995 - Sportsman division Points Champion at Merritt Speedway.
1996 & 1997 – Competed in the Limited Late Model division
at Tri-City and Auto City Speedways, winning the Mud-Slinger /
Ash-Kicker at Auto City.
1998 - Competed in the Limited Late Model division at TriCity and Auto City Speedways, finishing 2nd in the point standings despite destroying the car by going over that wall in turn
one at Tri-City.
1999 -Tri-City Speedway Limited Late Model Points Champion.
2000 -Tri-City Speedway Limited Late Model Points Champion.
2001-2004 – Competed in the Limited Late Model division at
Dixie Motor Speedway.
2005 -Competed in the Limited Late Model division at Dixie
Motor Speedway before lack of funding ceased the operation
while leading in points. Finished the season racing a Michigan Modified on dirt at Mt. Pleasant Speedway driving for Ken
Kalka
2006-2008 – Competed in Ken Kalka’s Michigan Modified at
Merritt and Mt. Pleasant speedways, and Canada, with a trip to
Eldora Speedway in 2008 & 2009.
2009 - Competed in the UMP Modified division at Merritt
Speedway, Mt. Pleasant Speedway, and Mid-Michigan Raceway Park. Won the first annual Lil’ Bud Shootout memorial
race at Mt. Pleasant Speedway
2010 - UMP Modified Points Champion at Merritt Speedway.
2011 - Set a new track record (14.44) in a Winged Modified at
Merritt Speedway, set a new OMP (open) Modified track record
of 14.273 at Tri-city Speedway and won the Casey Ray Eberspeaker 55 Memorial race at Michigan Raceway Park as well
as competing in four Michigan Dirt Cup Series races.
2012 - Merritt Speedway Winged Modified event winner.
2013 13 Pro-Stock Feature wins, including five-in-arow at Merritt and Tri-City Speedways, won the Merritt Speedway track title and set a new track record.
2014 - Points Champion and New Track Record (14.914)
at Tri-City Speedway. Most feature wins at Tri-city and Merritt
Speedways.
2015 - Points Champion for Pro-Stock at Tri-City Speedway
and Merritt Speedway, with 19 total feature wins.
2016 - Dirt Late Model, 4 points, 1 feature win, Sportsman of
the Year Tri-City Speedway.
Steven has had a successful racing career, and considers the
ability to race a true blessing. His courteous driving style and
humble personality have made him a fan favorite and he has
been honored with numerous Sportsman of the year awards at
Merritt and Mt. Pleasant and two at Tri-City Speedway.

Rick Knotts (1952 – 1980)

Rick Knotts was born in 1952 and raised in Kalamazoo, MI.
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At an early age, Rick was taken to the races by his father Dick
Knotts. It was during this time with his father that he developed
a passion for racing. This tight knit father and son relationship
would continue throughout Rick’s career.
In 1966, at the age of 14, Rick decided he would like try
his hand at racing. Rick and his father began building a 1966
Ford Fairlane racecar. Although he had to lie about his age, to
be able to race at the various tracks, his career started at full
speed. Rick raced at numerous local tracks including Galesburg, Hartford, Kalamazoo, and Berlin in the late 60’s and early
70’s. Rick raced full body stock cars and late models throughout his entire career.
Rick played many rolls during this time including, co-owner,
driver, mechanic and promoter of the team. As he progressed,
he earned the respect of competitors and fans alike. He
continued to hone his talent with several feature wins and top
finishes in most races. He soon earned the nickname “TRICKY
RICKY”, because of his slick and winning moves on the track.
During the mid 70’s Rick was moving up in his career and
began entering bigger races throughout the Midwest. He was
very successful at this time, usually finishing near the top of
most races he entered. This was quite a feat considering he
was racing against some of the best short track drivers of all
time.
In 1977 Rick decided to enter a season with the American
Speed Association. He continued with ASA through 1979 and
won the three biggest races of his career during this time.
These races included, an ASA race at Winchester, Indiana in
May of 1977, an ASA race at Toledo, Ohio in May 1979 and in
August 1979 he won the ASA race in Anderson, Indiana.
In 1979 Rick and his father Dick decided to pursue Rick’s
dream of racing NASCAR. Later that year they took their car to
both Michigan International Speedway and the Charlotte Motor
Speedway, only to have engine failures at both tracks. In the
winter of 1980 Rick and his father decided to go to Daytona
International Speedway and give it another try, hoping to drive
in the Daytona 500. While racing in the Daytona 125 qualifying
race (February 14, 1980) Rick was involved in a tragic accident.
Rick lost his life doing what he loved most, racing.
He is sadly missed by his family, his fans, and fellow competitors.

Tom & Sharon Ledford

A strong tradition of winning has Thomas Ledford going
strong and approaching his sixth decade of drag racing facility management. Born in July of 1940 and growing up in
rural Manistee County from somewhat humble beginnings, he
developed a strong work ethic and can-do attitude. No stranger
to winning; he was the starting shortstop and pitcher on the
Kaleva High School 1957 State Champion baseball team.
In 1970, Tom, wife Sharon, and his late brother, Jim and Mary
Jo Ledford (MMSHOF Inductee 1999) opened Manistee County
Dragway on the family farm north of Kaleva. The track was
originally built as a quarter-mile strip and enjoyed a few strong
seasons in the early 70’s. A few years later, a county road
right-of-way issue found the top 300 feet of asphalt determined
to be off-limits to use. Coupled with a downturn in the local
economy causing low turnouts, the track was forced to close
after the 1975 season.
The brothers’ partnership ended with Jim moving to Central
Michigan Dragway. Tom had to start over from scratch, and reopened in 1980 as the only 1,000 foot racetrack in the region.
By 1983, with the popularity of 1/8-mile racing on the rise, the
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switch was made to that distance which
remains today. By 1983’s end, Tom had
the idea to seek out another facility. The
writing on the wall, at that time, indicated
that the Manistee County track wasn’t going to make it. He and Sharon visited several vacant facilities including Onondaga,
New Baltimore and Tri-City Dragways to
see if any potential was there to strike up
a lease deal. He also remembered picking up a time slip a racer had discarded
in the pits in the early 70’s from a track
called Ubly Dragway. Last on the list to
visit was Ubly. While the facility looked like
a hayfield, having been dormant for several years, it was certainly meant to be.
Ubly Dragway owners Arthur and Sylvia
Janowiak agreed to a lease deal with the
Ledfords that stretched into a successful 24-year period of operation in Huron
County. For several years, the Manistee
County and Ubly tracks shared the same
timing equipment. Tom would even load
up equipment after a Saturday race at one
track, and make the 3.5 hour drive to the
other track to get it operational for a Sunday event at the other. The Ubly track,
being closer to the population, became
Tom’s golden goose and forced a decision
to close the Manistee County track again
by the late 80’s. A group of Manistee
County area racers formed an association
re-opened Manistee County under a lease
arrangement. They changed the track
name to Northern Michigan Dragway. The
association was able to have several good
seasons and make improvements to the
facility. In the mid 90’s, son Brian was appointed to manage Northern Michigan as
Ubly was a full-time operation in addition
to over a dozen real estate investments.
Son, Wayne and daughter, Tammy picked
up manager duties, also the last few seasons at Ubly.
The last 10 seasons at Northern
Michigan Dragway have been storybook.
Event attendance is at an all-time high
and growing at a continued rate. The
2015 Mopars Against the World, the
track’s largest annual event, drew over
2,600 people. The next year’s 2016
event grew to the current record of 3,100
in attendance. At age 76, Tom still leads
by example with the same work ethic as
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ever. Track expansion continues with an additional 30 acres
purchased in the fall of 2016. Tom still puts in his signature
60-80 hour work-weeks getting ready for the 2017 season.
Many of his hours are spent on his John Deere loader clearing
more area for the growing crowd of racers and fans. With many
thousands of lives touched, we salute the career of Thomas
Ledford, who lives with his wife of 47 years, Sharon in Kaleva.
They are able to enjoy the winter months each year in Panama
City Beach, FL.

Jim Musselman

Back in 1964 a young family man grabbed his toolbox and
walked away from a secure job with General Motors to pursue
a dream – his name was James R. Musselman. Taking what
money he had Musselman purchased part ownership in a tool
and die business known as “Resorter Tool” outside of Standish,
Mich., with Woodruff (Woody) Kozlow. By believing in himself
and willing to take risks that small family run company eventually moved to Hope, Mich., and changed their name to International Engineering & Manufacturing. Today I.E.M – Woody’s - is
the world’s largest most respected manufacturer of Snowmobile
traction and control accessories.
“I really had the ambition to do something beyond the confines of General Motors. I thoroughly enjoyed working for G.M.
- I had a lot of friends at the plant, however, I wanted more out
of life. One of the hardest things I’ve ever done in life was take
my toolbox out of that plant but I knew I wouldn’t be satisfied
working for someone else. When I had the chance to buy into
the tool and die business - I did!”
During those early days the tool & die business went flat,
everyone was struggling just to keep their heads above water.
Woody Kozlow and I decided we needed something to subsidize the business. At the time snowmobile racing was just starting to come on in popularity. One of the problems we identified
was the fact drivers were having trouble getting their machines
to go around the corners in competition. The three corner files
and other devices they were using on their skis were wearing
out rapidly. While at G.M. I was fortunate enough to be on hand
during the transition between stellite and carbide. Stellite - prior
to carbide was the best wear surface or cutting tool surface
available at the time. I had a lot of background with carbide so
I suggested we put carbide on a wear bar to see what would
happen. It worked well! At that time we built a few carbide wear
bars and made them available to local racers so we could get
testing done under race conditions. That was back in 1967.
Woody Kozlow’s expertise was in sales; he went out into the
field taking the wear bars to various races. Once teams realized the drivers running our bars were performing better than
anyone out there, they would ask the racer running them “How
are you turning so well”? Often they would simply say “I’m
running a pair of Woody’s carbides”. By the time we decided to
set down and come up with a name, we realized it had already
been done for us. Our products have been called “Woody’s”
Traction Products ever since. Musselman said”
Knowing they could not survive on wear bar manufacturing
alone the company entered the stud market a few years later
with the introduction of the ”Gold Digger” carbide tip line making
them what is believed to be the first company to market brazed
carbide studs to the public for both race and trail use. Today
I.E.M. markets of full line of studs for track and trail.
In the early 1970’s Woody Kozlow sold his interest in the
company and moved to Florida since that time the Musselman
family have run the company, which now employs 65 people.
26 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

Snowmobile Racing has always played a part in I.E.M’s success. Nothing puts products through abuse better than racing;
as a result, they have refined and developed the finest traction
products on the market for consumers and racers. More championships and races have been won using Woody’s than any
other on the market today.
Jim’s sons Brian, Mark and Rob have all etched their name
into snowmobile racing history with Woody’s products since
the early 1970’s. Mark and Brian focused on ovals while Rob
the youngest son excelled snowmobile drag racing back in the
1990’s. Brian’s love for enduro racing led him to three Soo
I-500 victories – 1982, ’84, 85; two MIRA Championships 1985’86, victory at the Albright Shores 300 in 1985 and the Lincoln
Lions 250 in 1986, Brian was inducted into the Snowmobile Hall
of Fame in 1998 and Michigan Motor Sports Hall of Fame in
2002. While the company no longer fields their own team they
still support racers using their products around the world.
Off the track I.E.M. has been active working with groups and
organizations to improve snowmobile safety developing new
products to meet the demands of today’s high tech snowmobiles and snowmobilers.
Jim Musselman retired in 2000 as President of I.E.M. following a career that spanned over 35 years in the snowmobile
industry. Little did he know his desire to have his own company
would lead to building one of the most innovative companies in
the snowmobile industry. Today his sons Robert and Mark are
leading the company into a promising future.
Jim is a 2003 Snowmobile Hall of Fame inductee and a past
recipient of the International Snowmobile Racing – ISR - Engineering Award.

Tom Rosebrugh (1949 - 2011)

Tom Rosebrugh was born April 25, 1949. He passed away in
2011, and left an impressive racing career behind him.
At the age of 15 in 1964 was his first experience behind the
wheel at the American Legion Track in West Branch. Little did
he know his career would span forty years. He won features in
the 1960’s, the 1970’s, the 1980’s, the 1990’s and the 2000’s
on both dirt and asphalt surfaces.
Feature wins are unsure, but it is safe to say that he is in the
100 plus club. Racing took him many places. Into a lot of different cars, and made him many great friends along the way.
Tom races at numerous tracks in Michigan including; Auto
City, Crystal, Dixie, Elmira (Northern Michigan), the Ionia
Fairgrounds, I-96, Merritt, M-113 (Cherry), Onaway, Oscoda
(Raceland), Owendale, Owosso, Spartan, Standish, Thunderbird, Thunder Road, Tri-City, West Branch, and Whittemore.
Tom has also ran at many out-of-state tracks including East
Bay, Jacksonville, Lakeland, the Tampa State Fairgrounds and
Volusia County, all in Florida. Plus he’s raced at Eldora, Shady
Bowl and Wayne County in Ohio. He has also raced at Lernerville in Pennsylvnia.
Track championships:
1977 Merritt Speedway
1982 & 1983 Auto City Speedway
1989 Whittemore Speedway
1991 Standish Speedway
Notable accomplisments:
Several MSPA feature wins
1981 Mudslinger at Fast Time (at Auto City) N.T.R. (borrowed
motor from Mike Luberda)
1982 Five feature wins in a row at Auto City
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1983 finished 2nd to Ed Howe at the Mudslinger at Auto City
Tom also competed in the Florida Speedweeks in 1980, 1981
and 1990 winning at the Tampa State Fairgrounds in 1980 and
setting fast time at Volusia in 1981.
Cars owned and driven by Tom:
First car was a late 1950’s Chevy with number 17 on it, which
he bought locally.
Early 1970’s Chevy he bought from Mr. Brown from Auburn.
1974 Chevelle, built by Jim Davies and friends.
In the fall of 1976 he bought Jim Aldrich’s late model.
In the fall of 1979 he bought Ed Howe’s DIRT car.
1983 he bought Ed Howe’s number 10 (5th design car).
In his own shop he built three more Howe cars.
He also owned a Left-Hander chassis, and in the late 1990’s,
a Port City chassis.

Stickney Race Team

Todd and Wayne Stickney have been fielding racecars for 45
years. Their #99s have been a familiar site at Michigan, and
surrounding states.
1965-1968 Their driver was Larry Clarer. They raced at the
dirt tracks of Butler Motor Speedway and Angola (IN).
1969-1972 Kenth Cloffen ran their car at Butler, Angola
(which was paved in 1971), as well as the paved tracks of Kalamazoo Speedway, Berlin Raceway and Owosso Speedway.
1973 - saw Marvin Carman run their car on the paved tracks
of Angola, Kalamazoo, Berlin, and Owosso.
1974 - Bill Heeney drove their car at Angola, Winchester
Speedway (IN), Sandusky Speedway (OH), Owosso, and
South Bend (IN).
1975 and 1978 Curt Kelley drove their car at the same tracks
that Heeney did, plus at Hartford Motor Speedway, and Salem
Speedway (IN). They finished eighth in the SOD points in 1977,
and third in 1978. 1975 was Kelley’s rookie season as a driver.
1979 - Mike Shaw drove their car and won the TRI-Sac
Championship. They raced at Owosso, Toledo, Berlin, Flat
Rock and Toledo.
1980 - Tom Marks drove their #99 at Owosso, Kalamazoo,
Queen City Speedway (OH), South Bend, Flat Rock, Spartan
Speedway, Berlin, and Indianapolis Raceway Park.

1983 - found Bob Frey running their car part time at Kalamazoo, Sandusky and Flat Rock. He had two seconds that year.
Dean Best then took over the ride running at Toledo, Sandusky
and Spartan for the remainder of that year and all of 1984.
1985 - saw Tom Marks return and they ran at Kalamazoo,
Winchester (where they won three times), South Bend, Salem,
and Sandusky.
1989 - Bill Tyler got the nod for Stinkney’s car and they ran
Sandusky, Toledo, Kalamazoo, Berlin, and they also ran three
times with ISMA at Florida.
1991 - Dave Stacy ran their car in his rookie year at the ISMA
races in Florida and then during the summer at Sandusky and
Berlin.
1992 - Gelen Gilben drove their car to a win at Sandusky. He
also ran at Kalamazoo and Berlin.
1998-1999 - Dorman Snyder ran the at Auto City Speedway,
Kalamazoo, Berlin, Angola, Spartan, Hawkeye Downs Speedway (IA), Winchester, Springport Speedway, and at M-40 where
he won the feature.
2000 - John Boy Hotchkiss ran their car at Auto City, Springport, and the Indianapolis Speedrome.
2001 - Chris Hayes raced their car at Hawkeye Downs, Kalamazoo, Owosso, Baer Field Raceway (IN), Auto City, Berlin,
Delaware Speedway (ON), Angola, and Anderson Speedway
(IN).
2002 - Kevin Newton ran the #99 and finished 15th in the
points, but only ran a half of the season. The car appeared at
Kalamazoo, Owosso, Auto City, Delaware, Flamboro Speedway
(ON), Angola, Berlin, Salem, Spartan, and at Baer Field, where
they won.
2003 - Newton returned to the car ad won seven heats and
one feature, as well as five 2nd place finishes. He set fast time
seven times. They finished 3rd in points in Auto Value Sprints
that year.
2004 - two drivers ran their car that year. Mike Lang set new
track record at Salem at 14.38. He had one second place finish,
and four times they finished third. Then Dorman Snyder ran the
car and he had two seconds, two thirds and a fourth. The team
finished 4th in the final points of Auto Value that year.
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INTERNATIONAL ENGINEERING &
MFG. CELEBRATES 50 YEARS

A Golden Anniversary For
Woody’s Traction Products

Photo’s by Steve Landon - The Winning Edge Magazine
Hope, MI: International Engineering & Manufacturing, Inc.
(IEM), established in 1968, celebrates fifty years of success
as the leading manufacturer of snowmobile traction products
trademarked as Woody’s. The company will commemorate this
occasion with their friends and fans throughout the 2017-18
show season, as well as with affiliates in the Spring of 2018 for
a formal gathering. Their festivities will kickoff this year at Hay
Days in North Branch, MN the weekend after Labor Day.
Company President, Robert Musselman, states, “All of us
here at IEM / Woody’s are extremely proud of this milestone.
We would like to personally thank our enthusiastic supporters who helped make this achievement possible, including our
customers, suppliers, distributors, manufacturers, employees,
and the snowmobiling community. As we reflect on IEM’s first
fifty years of successes and experiences, we also want to take
this time to embrace our vision looking forward. We are excited
about the future opportunities in our industry and remain committed to growth, diversification, and excellence in customer
service and product quality.”
The story of a successful company began in the mid-sixties
as James Musselman and Woody Kozlow put their minds
together to revolutionize snowmobile racing by developing the
first ever carbide runner. Instead of using three corner files attached to ski bottoms for handling and traction, they decided to
use their knowledge of carbide wear characteristics and attach
the carbide to a metal base. This was an instant breakthrough
in the industry, and soon everyone wanted a pair of “Woody’s”
28 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

carbides. Shortly after, carbide tip studs were developed
and the pair became essential for racing, eventually making Woody’s synonymous with quality in snowmobile traction
products.
Today, IEM is a small town, family-owned company managed by second generation Musselman family: Robert Musselman, President and Mark Musselman, Vice President. They
currently employ 53 full-time employees, who are all considered family. Perseverance, hard work, innovation, and unwavering commitment to quality products and customer service
is what transformed IEM into the international corporation it
is today. To change with the times, an office renovation along
with a new and improved website can be expected in the near
future.
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ALMOST $90K TO BREAST CANCER PATIENTS
Woody’s 8th Annual Charity Golf Outing Raises
$13,687 for Pink Ribbon Riders

The Squad was the 1st place finishers.
Hope, MI: Woody’s Traction, the foremost manufacturer of
snowmobile traction products, was able to reciprocate the
Team CBP/MFE #4 - Best Dressed ‘Pretty In Pink’Team.
support received from their industry and community by hosting their 8th Annual Charity Golf Outing at Beech Hollow Golf
year faces that feel like we are just long distance f a m - ily
Course in Freeland, MI on August 11, 2017. Together, supwhen we see each other. Thank you from the ‘bottom’ and
porters helped raise funds through sponsorships, donations,
the ‘top’ of our hearts.” More details on PRR can be found at
and event participation to benefit Pink Ribbon Riders (PRR),
www.pinkribbonriders.com.
which totaled in the amount of $13,687 at this single-day
Throughout the course of 18 holes were 50/50 drawings,
event. To date, Woody’s has proudly donated almost $90,000 silent auction items, hole prizes including a $10K hole in one
to their friends at PRR, which in turn has been dispersed to
(Sponsored by Diebold Insurance), a bake sale, a Buffalo
the many men and women suffering from breast cancer in
Wild Wings betting hole, & a fun atmosphere. New to the
their home state of Michigan.
event this year were 4 fish bowl prize drawings, which alone
The PRR is a small, volunteer-based 501[c][3] non-profit
raised an exciting total of $1,860! To wrap up the day, Beech
organization that provides direct financial assistance to men
Hollow Golf Course fired up their grill to provide an outstandand women diagnosed with breast cancer. Jody McKay, coing chicken dinner to all participants, while a recipient of PRR,
founder of PRR, expressed her gratitude by saying, “It is with
Melinda Davila, shared her battle of overcoming breast cangreat appreciation to Woody’s, the participants, volunteers,
cer. Photos taken at the event can be found on the Facebook
and supporters for the continued support you all have given to page of Woody’s Traction under the album titled ‘Woody’s 8th
the Pink Ribbon Riders over the years. It is always nice to see Annual Charity Golf Outing’.
new faces at the event, but even better to see those once-aSome event winners include: 1st Place Team - $480 cash:
30 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS
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JB Racing was the 2nd place finishers,they donated their
winnings back to pink ribbon ridders.

PNC Bank team - one of our participating teams having
fun.

MSA decked their cart out with a ski-doo on the roof
of their ride around the golf course.
The Squad | 2nd Place Team - $260 cash: JB Racing
(generously donated back to the cause) | 50/50 winners:
Tina Wenzel & Jenna Pacek (both donated winnings totaling
$1,132 back to the cause) | Skins - $520: JB Racing | Best
Dressed ‘Pretty In Pink’ Team - Woody’s Gift Certificates:
Team CBP/MFE #4
Hole Sponsors: PNC Bank, Chemical Bank, Fullerton
Tool, Endurance Carbide, MI Snowmobile Assoc., PCA, Cintas, XLT Engineering, E&D Engineering, Leader Tool, Members First Credit Union, Camso, Wayne & Carol Schulte
Donors: Arctic Cat, Beech Hollow Golf Course, Buffalo
Wild Wings-Saginaw, Charter Steel, Cintas, Dan Dan the
Mattress Man-Midland, EastEdge Graphics (Hole Signs),
Eastman Party Store, Estey Supermarket, Fullerton Tool,
Home Depot-Midland, Jim Noble, Katie Zawacki, KC Welding, La Londe’s Market, Linda’s Grocery, Pink Ribbon Riders, Polaris Industries, Scheuring Speed Sports, Ski-Doo/
Dee’s Marine, Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort, Team LaVallee, Tupes, Woody’s, Yamaha
Volunteers: Liz Seelhoff, Tina Wenzel, Angela Brooks,
Mark & Ruth Musselman, Jess & Tanya King, JoAnna
Duby, Kali Wissner, Tom & Bobbi Jo Hoover, Katie Zawacki,
BWW’s
Woody’s is the trademarked brand of International Engineering & Mfg. (IEM) with a mission to develop, manufacture, and market the highest quality traction & control
THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

Team Countryside Motorsports - Grant Vermeersch.

WV Performance racing.
products available. With a 50th Anniversary approaching in
2018, IEM thanks all who have supported them thus far, and
looks forward to a successful future. For more information on
Woody’s, visit www.woodystraction.com.
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Library dedicated at Top of the Lake
During the Top
of the Lake Snowmobile Museum’s
annual Swap Meet
on September 16,
2017 a dedication of
the Bud Knapp/John
McGuirk Library as a
part of the J. Armand
Bombardier Addition
to the Top of the Lake
Snowmobile Museum
tto place in Naubinway, Michigan.
The J. Armand
Bombardier Addition to the Top of the
Lake Snowmobile
Museum is nearly
completed. A key
part of the addition
to the museum is
the Bud Knapp/John
McGuirk Library. The
library has recently

been completed. It contains a large
volume of historic snowmobile related
information. The library will also function as a secondary meeting room
for the museum and provide phone
conferencing and video conferencing
services in a confidential setting.
Bud Knapp served for many years
as the historian for the Antique Snowmobile Club of America. During that
time he amassed a large volume of
snowmobile related documentation
in his personal library. He became a
huge source of information for inquiries about nearly everything related

to snowmobiling and was a regular
source of inquiries including providing
copies of key related data.
John McGuirk also amassed a large
volume of snowmobile related historic information and provided similar
services to Mr. Knapp. Mr. Knapp
gifted his library to Mr. McGuirk, who
then donated the entire library (Bud
Knapp/John McGuirk) to the Top
of the Lake Snowmobile Museum.
John said “ It will be good to have the
library in a climate controlled environment and available to all those that
visit the museum.”

32 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS
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The Bud Knapp/
John McGuirk Library
contains 5 large book
cases and 4 large file
cabinets with a huge
volume of snowmobile related information on snowmobiles,
engines, engine
parts, manuals, and
many other related
items including brochures and photographs. It also contains a large compilation of file cabinets
with over 20 different
snowmobile related
magazines back to
the early 1960’s. The
library has served as
a very comprehensive source of detailed information for
antique snowmobile

enthusiasts who may be restoring old
snowmobiles or perhaps just looking
for historic information about certain
snowmobiles, famous snowmobilers,
or even manufacturers.
It is a distinct honor for the Top of
the Lake Snowmobile Museum to
have the donation of the Bud Knapp/
John McGuirk Library and that it will
be available to those that visit the museum. The library is available during
regular museum hours (9:00 to 5:00,
7 days per week). Copies of desired
information can be made for a small
charge).
THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE
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Enduro Racing Legends Felzke Farms Racing of Dewitt, MI, and Terry Spencer and Jesse Foster were honored at this years
show. Seated: John Felzke and James Heiler. Back Row; Mary Felzke,Terry Spencer and Jesse Foster with the Polaris that led
Felzke Farms to victory at the 1997 Soo I-500.
By Steve Landon
Farwell, Michigan, July 29, 2017; Weather forecasters were calling for
sunny skies and temperatures in upper
70’s to lower 80’s, perfect temperatures
for a vintage snowmobile show in July,
Right? Wrong! Actually temps soared
closer to the 90 plus degree mark, way
off earlier predictions. In spite of the heat
the Sixth Annual Sleddin’ at The Jack
Vintage Snowmobile Show and Swap in
Farwell was a success.
Presented by the Bernie Blain family of
Lake, Mich., Eagle Crest Homes and The
Farwell Thrift Store and Flea Market, this
year’s swap and show drew collectors
and snowmobile enthusiasts from across
the region and Ontario, Canada.
Polaris the 2017 feature sleds were

THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

well-represented thanks in part to some
very impressive displays by Mike Siler
of Traverse City, MI; Ryan Blain of Lake,
MI; Tom & Linda Dobberstine and others
who brought out their pride and joys.
While not in the feature category several
other snowmobile makes were again well
represented at this years show.
Six years ago at the First Annual
“Sleddin’ at the Jack” long time snowmobile/auto racer, promoter and local
businessman Tommie Bauer of Farwell,
Mich., was honored for his contribution
to the sport of snowmobile racing. Since
that time the show has honored current,
past racers and teams as well people in
the industry. This year longtime Polaris
Enduro Racing Team, Felzke Farms of
Dewitt, Michigan and former Arctic Cat
speedsters Terry Spencer and Jesse
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Foster were honored.
Felzke Farms Racing owned by Paul
Felzke debuted back in the mid 1960’s
racing Arctic Cat’s before moving to Polaris, a brand that would lead his teams
to several checkered flags in both pro
and pro-am competition on the oval track
enduro circuit. Their biggest wins came
at the Soo I-500 where they captured
back–to-back victories in 1996 and 1997
with driver’s Todd Krikke and Troy Pierce.
Since Felzke Farms began racing four of
the teams past drivers have made it into
a Hall of Fame. Todd Krikke - Michigan
Motor Sports Hall of Fame. Dan Kirts –
Snowmobile Hall of Fame and Roger Britt
and Tom St. John in the Michigan Motor
Sports Hall of Fame.
Team members John, Mary Felzke
and driver James Heiler looked over the
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Felzke Farms Racing was presented a special tribute print
designed by Sherry and Steve Landon of “The Winning
Edge Magazine” and The Blain Family. Pictured: John Felzke,
Mary Felzke and James Heiler.

John Felzke (right) speaks to visitors about his families
exciting history in snowmobile racing.
many sleds on display and chatted with fellow enthusiasts and
race fans throughout the morning.
Prior to the presentation John Felzke, son of team founder
Paul Felzke spoke of his fathers love for the sport, memories,
the team’s history in racing and their families involvement on
and off the track over the years. Due to commitments at the
farm Paul and other members of the team were unable to make
the trek north to Farwell.
“We had a great time!! It was an honor to accept the award
and recognition on behalf of our entire crew.
Family is and always will be the backbone of our team. Today
we had a chance to meet and talk to a lot of nice people who
came by to look at our sled, share memories and talk about
snowmobile racing. I wish my dad could have made it up but
it’s hard to get him away from the farm and our business this
time of year. I know he is very grateful for the recognition”, John
Felzke said.
“Racing is in our families blood and no doubt will always be.
This honor makes John and I feel old. It seems like yesterday
our kids were racing 120’s and now our daughter Emily is dat34 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS

Jess Foster and Terry Spencer were presented special prints
by The Blain family and The Winning Edge Magazine –Steve
& Sherry Landon in appreciation for their support of the
show and the sport. Pictured (center) Terry’s Grandson,
Caydon Spencer (son of Ryan Spencer).The shirt he has
on was produced from a photo taken by Steve Landon
following the teams 1984 Lincoln Lions 250 win.
ing an Eagle River World Champion. Time sure flies”, Mary
Felzke said!
The team brought their Soo I-500 trophies and their 2013
Seventh Place Soo I-500 trophy and winning Polaris with the
hood painted in John Deere to the show. The Deere colors
alone got a got a great deal of attention. Snowmobile enthusiasts may recall Polaris purchased the parts supply and all
snowmobile related resources for John Deere when the company ceased snowmobile production following the 1984 season.
While Polaris never produced a production John Deere, it was
sure nice to see Deere colors running on the I-500 mile again.
Terry Spencer and Jesse Foster, both long time Arctic Cat
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Best Mini - Tom & Linda Dobbrastine –
Polaris.With Bernie Blain

People’s Choice – Duane Van Polen – 1973
Arctic Cat EXT 440.With Bernie Blain

Oldest Snowmobile – Gerald Smith - 1968
Arctic Cat Panther.With Bernie Blain

Best Display - Mike Siler - Polaris Display.
With Bernie Blain

Best Trail – Mary Lou Berger – 1970
Scorpion Mark III. With Bernie Blain

Ugliest – Eddie Korbinski. With Bernie
Blain

Kid Owned winner – Jonathon Geddes
– Arctic Cat with Bernie Blain.

Sled/Sleigh Combo – Mike Allen - 1971
Mercury 250 & Sleigh.With Bernie Blain
racers and regulars at Sleddin’ at the
Jack since it began were also recognized
for their contributions to the sport and
their influence on Jack promoter Bernie
Blain during his early involvement with
the vintage snowmobile hobby. Spencer

a top racer in the 1970’s and early 80’s
went on to be a successful team owner
on the enduro circuit. Backed by drivers
Bill Britt and Rob Sass of Turner, MI the
team won several enduro races, an MIRA
championship and the old Triple Crown
of enduro racing in the 1980’s. Son Ryan
is still racing, his grandson is coming up
through the ranks racing 120cc Arctic
Cat’s. In addition to his snowmobile racing background Terry is a master welder
and fabricator whose work has appeared
on many vintage and modern race and
consumer sleds over the years.
Jesse Foster a top-performing snowmobile racer back in the day hasn’t let
the golden years slow him down one bit,
in fact he is very active in the vintage
hobby.
Bernie, Brenda Blain, their kids and
grandkids are without a doubt one of the
most dedicated families in the vintage
snowmobile hobby from their annual
show and swap meet to racing, displaying

LEFT: Canadian’s Dave & Mary St. John had a fantastic day at the Jack taking
awards for; Farthest Traveled, Loudest Snowmobile - 1976 moto-ski Sno-Pro, Best
Race Sled – 1976 moto-ski sno-pro.
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Local Collector Mike Allen brought out three interesting sleds. A 1971
Mercury and Sleigh, Bolens Diablo Rouge and a 1975 Raider.

Visitors couldn’t resist checking
under the hoods of Dave & Mary
St. John’s Awesome racing ski-doo
collection.

A couple of near showroom quality Johnson’s owned by Joe Patterson really
stood out among the many show sleds.

Brenda and Bernie battle it out for
coat rack supremacy.The special rack
made up of old snowmobile parts was
presented to the couple for their 35th
Wedding Anniversary.

Tom & Linda Dobbrastine won “Best Mini”with this 1973 Polaris.
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Duane Van Polen captured “People’s
Choice”with his race proven 1973
Arctic Cat EXT 440.
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Ryan Blain had a fine Polaris display
complete with a Magnus Tractor Sales
Polaris dealership sign.The dealership
was located north of Clare, MI on
Old Historic U.S.27 across from the
Camp Rotary Boy Scout Camp.

Visitors found a wealth of history inside Mike Siler’s Polaris trailer and
surrounding display outside. Siler won “Best Display”.

Some really nice Polaris snowmobiles
were on display this year.
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Every make back in the day had their own line of clothing, oil, and promotional
goodies. In addition to some nice sleds A collector brought out a few of his
cool Scorpion items.
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Shoppers dig into parts tubs looking
for replacement or missing parts for
their projects.

Rich Laughlin of Marion, MI and Eddie
Korbinski of Houghton Lake, MI had
the unenviable task of judging this
year’s show.

These old sleds may look like junk but to the vintage
collector they are gems waiting to be restored to their
old glory.
and riding their impressive collection of Sno-Jets and other makes
with the whole family. Beyond sleds they are one of the closest
nit families you’ll ever meet. In recognition of their 35th wedding
Anniversary daughter Cassie (Blain) Baker enlisted the talents of
long time ski-doo collector/vintage racer and Marion Swap Meet
and Snowfest volunteer Rich Laughlin to create a multi-purpose
vintage snowmobile sculpture and coat rack. Laughlin who is also
a motorcycle enthusiast took old sled parts and turned them into
a masterpiece. Following the presentation of awards, Bernie and
Brenda were presented the unique gift by Cassie and their loving
family before applauding fellow sledders. May they be blessed
with many more years of sleddin’ and togetherness.
While it was a little toasty at the Jack this year overall the show
went great thanks to some great volunteers, fine sponsors, vendors, displayers and visitors to the show who made it all possible.
Plans are already in the works for the seventh annual Sleddin’ at
the Jack set for Saturday, July 27, 2018.
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This sleek Skiroule RTX got a lot of
attention.

Nothing beats a early morning snowmobile ride on a 90
degree day in Michigan.

Sixth Annual Sleddin’ at the Jack
Vintage Snowmobile Show Results
Best Display - Mike Siler - Polaris Display
Best Trail – Mary Lou Berger – 1970 Scorpion Mark III
Best Mini - Tom & Linda Dobbrastine - Polaris
Oldest Snowmobile – Gerald Smith - 1968 Arctic Cat Panther
People’s Choice – Duane Van Polen – 1973 Arctic Cat EXT 440
Farthest Traveled – Dave & Mary St. John
Sled/Sleigh Combo – Mike Allen - 1971 Mercury 250 & Sleigh
Best Race Sled Mary St. John – 1976 moto-ski sno-pro
Kid Owned – Jonathon Geddes – Arctic Cat
Loudest- Dave & Mary St. John -1976 moto-ski sno-pro
Ugliest – Eddie Korbinski
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Old Bikers Return to Stir Up the
Dirt at Vintage Dirt Bike Ride

Thanks to great weather turnout for the ride was fantastic. Participants and guest were;
Back row (L - R) :Terry Laughlin, Kevin Fredrick’s, Dave B from Dave’s Yamaha in Cadillac, Dale Raymond, Denny Swiler, L.B.
Dunn, Daryle Laughlin, Dick Labonte, Kelly Bekken, George Watters, Charlie Bell, Brian Niver and Daryle Laughlin Jr. Front
row (L - R): Larry Walters, John Morris, Arlene Swiler, Dick Swiler, Dan Swiler, Jim Racignol, Dave Swiler and Rich Laughlin.
By Steve Landon
Marion, Mich., - Since Rich Laughlin was a young lad he has had
a deep love for motorcycles, especially dirt bikes from the 1960’s and
70’s. Racing, riding, fixing and restoring has and continues to be his
passion. Like vintage snowmobiles, his winter hobby, Rich has always
felt bikes were meant for riding, not sitting in some museum or barn
collecting dust. Six years ago he put together a late June vintage ride
that leaves from his home northwest of Leota, Michigan. Rider’s young
and old kick up a little dirt, ride and reminisce about motorcycles from
days gone by. This year he decided to add an old timers ride for the
guys that actually raced and rode these old bikes when they were new.
On Sunday June 4th fifteen 15 vintage dirt bikes, and riders left Laughlin’s home to relive their youth on area trails and roads
“This was a reunion type ride for all the guys that raced and rode
together back in the day. My Dad, Daryle Laughlin Sr. and Dick Swiler
worked together at Swiler’s Sport Center in Marion back in the late
1960’s and early ‘70’s, Swiler’s sold ski-doo in the winter and Suzuki
motorcycles in the spring and summer. In summer they successfully
raced motorcycle flat track and TT scrambles. My dad Daryle Laughlin
and Denny Swiler worked on the bikes. Most of the guys that raced for
them showed up for the reunion and ride.
Sadly I never had a chance to race with the team, I was only six
or seven years at the time but I always remembered the motorcycles
buzzing in and out of our yard every weekend, Kind of gets into your
blood that way. We were lucky enough that we had two racetracks on
my dad’s property, one was off to the side of our yard and the other
was built in one of the backfields.
I told the guys coming they were going out on a ride, they had to
be on old bikes from the 1960’s -1970’s time frame. I supplied all the
bikes but three. Dave Swiler and his Dad, Denny rode Dave’s two old
Suzuki’s, my Uncle Dick LaBonte rode his original 1969 CT Yamaha
175 – a hard to find bike today. John Morris who was first in state on
a 1973 TM 400 Suzuki, rode one like he used to race, Charlie Bell and
Dan Swiler who raced Suzuki TM 125s, rode one on the ride, in fact

Jim Racignol and Kelly Bekken unload a sharp old Yamaha
destine for a day on the trail.

Dave Swiler who serves as flagman during the Marion
Snowfest vintage snowmobile races readies a bike.
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Members of Swiler’s Sports Center Motorcycle Race Team were reunited with shop owners Dick and Arlene Swiler. (L - R)
back row; Dale Raymond, Kevin Fredricks, Denny Swiler, Daryle Laughlin Sr., Charlie Bell and Jim Racignol. Front Row (L-R);
John Morris, Arlene Swiler, Dick Swiler and Dan Swiler.

Rich Laughlin kicks up a little dust while testing a bike
following a brief tune up.

Brian Niver remembered his late father Don Niver by
wearing his helmet on the ride
Dan rode his original race bike. George Watters who trail rode with
them traveled from southern Ohio to ride his original bike that is a part
of my collection.
Of the 25 old timers that showed up, 15 went on the actual ride that
covered approximately 30 miles of a single path and two tracks. Many
of the guys on hand that raced until 1973 hadn’t seen each other let
alone ridden a dirt bike in almost 44 years. Dick LaBonte was the oldest at 78 years old. He traveled from Flint Michigan.
The ride was great, every time we stopped to fix a bike or just take a
break, the smiles were heavy all the guys still have a little spunk. I had
no trouble finding the way they went, spin marks were plenty.
I started putting this ride together early this spring, thinking it would
be great if I could get all the guys back together for a ride. The more I
hunted them down and saw their reaction the more I realized that this
may just be a better idea than I thought and it was just that. It turned
out to be an awesome day. I heard someone yell out,” Is this going be
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Looking like a scene out of the ‘70’s a group of riders
await the signal to hit the road.
an annual event” and they all laughed. Hmmmm! You never know”,
Laughlin said.
The day was extra special for Dick and Arlene Swiler who owned
Swiler’s Sport Center. Several of their old motorcycle race team members showed up to share good memories of times that seemed like
they happened yesterday. Dick and Arlene who served as the Grand
Marshalls of the 2015 Marion Days Parade were also members of
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Dan Swiler, Daryle Laughlin Sr. and George Watters chat
about the old days prior to the start of the ride.

On the road again vintage bikes and riders head for the
trail.

Just a small portion of the vintage bikes on hand await
their vintage riders.

Dick Swiler came by to greet members of his old
motorcycle race team. Swiler fielded the team out of his
snowmobile and motorcycle dealership in the 1960’s and
early ‘70’s.
Marion’s Team Highland Snowmobile Race Team back in the 1970’s
and ’80’s. They were inducted into the Michigan Motor Sports Hall of
Fame with their son Dan Swiler and the rest of the team in 1992. Dan
was a driver for “Team Highland” early in their career.
Based on the smiles on their faces the 2017 edition of the Old
Timers Vintage Motorcycle Reunion and Ride was a huge success.
Thanks to Rich Laughlin, his friends and family for one brief day the
60’s & ‘70’s were back and bunch of old dirt bike warriors were young
again. Hopefully they’ll ride together again next year.
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Dick LaBonte, ‘78 didn’t let a little thing like age get in
the way of having fun, he kept right up with the pack of
younger riders all day. LaBonte the oldest rider in the
group rode his original 1969 CT Yamaha 175.
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just a small portion of the record crowd at this years swap and show.

Record Turnout at Kaleva Swap and Show
By Steve Landon
Kaleva, Mich., July 15, 2017; - A Snowmobilers love for the
sport does not end with the last trace melting snow, it continues on through the summer months and beyond. Thanks to
groups like the Benzie Manistee Snowbirds folks have been
able to get an early jump on their sleddin’ fix at one of the one
biggest vintage snowmobile events in Northwestern Lower
Michigan during Kaleva Days.
Kaleva, with a population around 500 residents is a year
round sportsman’s paradise just 10 miles from Lake Michigan.
Nearby access to the Manistee National Forrest, as well as
many lakes, streams and trails opens the area to the finest
snowmobiling in Northwest Lower Michigan.
Great weather and seasonable temperatures provided the
perfect mix for what would prove to be the biggest event in
the nine-year history of the Benzie Manistee Snowbirds Club’s
Vintage Show & Swap. Sledder’s from as far away as Southern Ontario, Canada, portions of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula
as well as Ohio and Indiana made the trek to the peaceful little
village to shop, swap, show old sleds and enjoy a day of family fun. Having the event during the Kaleva Days festival only
added to the fun. The annual event featured a 5K run, music,
kids games, car and tractor shows, a parade and much more.
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Snowmobile club members and past attendees of the show
agreed the good weather along with having the sleds within
easy walking distance of festival events really helped bring in
traditional snowmobilers and those not familiar with the history
of the sport or the vintage hobby.
“We had about 80 show sleds this year that included four
Arctic Cat King Cats. Some of our visitors pointed out they
had never seen four King Cats at the same event!
Our turnout of swappers was our biggest ever, 22 people
showed up with lots of vintage parts, sleds, clothing and other
items to sell, we even had a dealer on hand with new sleds.
This was the first year the Snowbirds organized an event
committee, together they worked on the project for three
months. Thanks to their efforts we had many giveaways, one
of the coolest was the gas cards ranging from $20.00 - $50.00
awarded to a lot of displayers. The cards really helped with
travel costs, especially for those who traveled long distances.
Proceeds from this year’s show benefited Love Inc. of Manistee, Mich., and Betsy Area Christian Neighbors – BACN of
Benzie County.
Having the show at this location in Kaleva, during Kaleva
Days works out well. It really is an asset for both the festival
and our club. I can’t wait until next year”, Mark Coe, President
of the Manistee Benzie Snowbirds Snowmobile Club said!
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a rare phantom was one of the many unique sleds on display,

A beautiful AMF SKI-DADDLER strolls down the midway with
the help of her able bodied crew.

Polaris was well represented at the show.

Racing enthusiasts discuss the inner workings of a fine
Thunder Jet.

RIGHT:This wheeled beauty made from an Arctic Cat Lynx
complete with a Volkswagen bumper drew all kinds of
attention.
This year’s show theme “Arctic Cat vs. The World” brought
out some of the most beautiful Arctic Cat’s ever produced
from rare race machines to common trails sleds. There were
even a few Arctic Cat mini bikes and a custom vintage Cat
on wheels. As for the world their were plenty of common and
interesting machines; Polaris, Mercury ski-doo, Ski-Daddler,
Rupp, Yamaha, Sno-Jet, along with a few odd ball’s and rat
rod’s.
On swappers lane parts and complete sleds were selling
at a pretty decent pace. Good reliable 1990’s and early 2000
models were popular with young riders, families and those
looking to get into the sport on a budget. While the last few
winters have been a bit of a disappointment overall interest in
the sport appeared strong.
In the weeks ahead snowmobilers will be out in mass to
various swaps and shows throughout the country looking to
get that perfect rider or add those last few parts for a special
vintage restoration. Back at the Benzie Manistee Snowbirds
Club volunteers will be eagerly getting ready for the winter
rides to come and making plans for next years Vintage show
and swap scheduled for same time and location, the third
weekend in July 2018. To learn more about the swap & Show
as well as the great riding in the area like them on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/BenzieManisteeSnowbirdsClub/
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Vintage racers and collectors study a Yamaha from snowflap to ski-tip.
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Mike Siler brought out his ever impressive polaris display.

This old doo proved she could still fly.

A 1971 Arctic Cat Mini Bike awaits a rider looking to have
some fun.

Over 500 hours were invested into this unique 1973 Polaris
Starfire with a 292 Yamaha motor owned by dale Sawallich.

Arctic Cat collectors brought out some purr-fect Cats.

A lot of wheeling and dealing was going on in swappers row.

To some this might be consider junk,to vintage sled
collectors and racers this is a trailer full of treasure
waiting to be discovered.

there was plenty of goodies to shop for at the show.
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LEFT: A quick look under
the hood won’t reveal
the fastest engine in
the world, however,this
little 292 single gets you
where you want to go on
the road or ATV Trail.
RIGHT: Bud Bortle
-Vintage Muscle ’70 to
’75 Original, Dale Bortle
- Peoples Choice – Arctic
Cat, Dale Sawallich –
Peoples Choice - The
World.

Fred Cole - Antique ’69 & Older
Restored, Dave Schark – Vintage
Muscle ‘70 to’75 Restored, Bernie
Blain Vintage Trail ’75 to ’80 Original.

Mark Schultz and Art Hersey
celebrate with their winning
trophies. Schultz Captured Vintage
’81 & Newer, Hersey captured Vintage
Muscle ’75 to ’80 Original.

Matt Tarsney – Vintage Trail ’70 to ’75 Original,
Gerald Smith – Antique ’69 & Older Original,
Bernie Blain – Vintage Muscle ’75 to 80
Restored.

Greg & Heather Stapley – Vintage ’75 to ’80 Restored, Brad
Lakso – Vintage Trail ’70 to ’75 Restored.

Youngest Competitors (L-R): Olivia Buckner – 1971 ski-doo
and Peyton Buckner Arctic Cat Kitty Cat.The girls were
given a special cash prize.
LEFT: Best of Show – Dave & Mary St. John – Bell River,
Ontario. Best Display – Mike Siler – Traverse City, Michigan.
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