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kyle kurtshals of Almont, MI figured he 
was already soaked to the bone so why 
not have some fun and make a splash!

The depth sledders 
will go.....

To enjoy a 
swap & show!
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Follow us on 
facebook 
and Like
our page

Join the Conversation!
• Get informed, read, comment and share   
   the news you like.

• Check out our weekly Remember When   
   Features and Photo Flashbacks.

• Get The Winning Edge Magazine in your 
   facebook feed.

https://www.facebook.com/thewinningedgemagazine

WE’VE 
GOT 

MORE!
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WHAT’S
Industry News

The Marion Snowmobile Club entered a float Au-
gust 3, in the 2019 Marion Old Fashion Days Grand 
Parade in Marion, MI promoting the 2020 Marion 
Snowfest. Before the snow flies the club has a snow-
mobile swap meet October 12, 2019 .

Summer and fall is a Great time to promote your 

Marion, Michigan Snowmobile Club 
Gets a Jump on Winter

winter events. A wise director of a Michigan Tourist 
Bureau office in Michigan’s  U.P. said long ago you 
need to promote Winter activities in Summer and Fall 
and Summer events in Winter and Spring. Hats off to 
the Marion Snowmobile Club for making up a great 
float and promoting their events as well as the sport.

©
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Grand Rapids, Minn. (July 22, 2019) – Rox 
Speed FX has been known as an innovation leader 
that consistently develops products to make your 
powersports experience a better one - Enter the 
SnakeStrap. 

The SnakeStrap has been intelligently designed to 
be utilized as a multi-use grab handle for your snow-
mobile or ATV handlebars, or even added to various 
locations on the ROPS of your UTV.

The unique quick-flip design folds down in a second 
when not in use and incorporates billet-machined 
clamps and pivot ends that are crimped and bonded 
over 3/16” cable. The rubber over-molded handle 
provides the best ergonomic detail for assured grip 
and rigidity.

PART#	 MSRP (US)	 INTRO PRICE 
				    (Until 9/9/19)
FGH-100	 $69.95	 $49.95

For more information, call Rox Speed FX directly at 
218-326-1794 or visit Roxspeedfx.com.

Rox Speed FX SnakeStrap
A Truly Multi-Use Grab Handle

The
     Winning 
               Edge
Staff
Publisher/Editor/Writer: 
Steve Landon
Composition/Production/Design: 
Sherry Landon
Circulation: Sherry Landon     
Advertising Rep.: Steve Landon
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERS: 
Steve & Sherry Landon

The Winning edge magazine: 
Your Total Motorsports Magazine
652 E. Surrey Rd. , Farwell, MI 48622
Phone/FAX: 989-588-9213
E-mail: winningedge@chartermi.net   

Notice:
All rights reserved. Copy or use of any or 
part of this magazine without written 
consent of the publisher is strictly 
forbidden.
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ROX SPEED FX SOFT GAUNTLET
A Universal Cold Guard for All Handlebars

Grand Rapids, Minn. (July 22, 2019) – Rox Speed 
FX has been an ergonomics powersports leader 
for 20 years. And when it comes to handlebar hand 
protection, no other company leads that segment 
like Rox.

The new Soft Gauntlet is intelligently designed 
to be used on ANY handlebar - Snowmobile, ATV, 
Motorcycle, Bicycle, Snowblower or even Grandpa’s 
Wheelbarrow.

The unique design incorporates a waterproof outer 
shell with a thick layer of thermal insulation to ensure 
warmth and protection from the elements. The easy 
slide-on/-off attachment works with or without an 
existing handguard, and can be rolled-up like a shirt 
sleeve, while not in use. 

PART#	 MSRP (US)	 INTRO PRICE
				    (Until 9/9/19)
G1-SO-K	 $54.95	 $29.95

For more information, call Rox Speed FX at 218-
326-1794 or visit Roxspeedfx.com to order directly.

About Rox Speed FX
Based in Grand Rapids, Minnesota, Rox Speed 

FX is enjoying its 20th Anniversary as a true pow-
ersports innovation company, backed by a team of 
passionate engineering, manufacturing and market-
ing professionals. Their mission is to provide safe, 
comfortable, leading-edge quality products that will 
enhance all riding experiences. Find the latest Rox 
Speed FX innovations at www.Roxspeedfx.com. 

“Specialists at 
guided tours at 
the next level” 

MOTTO
“You might not 

know where 
you’re going but 

you’ll know where 
you’ve been”

810-629-1299 
www.darksideadventures.com

“come ride with us”
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WHAT’S
Racing News

It is well known that the 
Decker’s sold the Eagle River 
race track in 2018 after nearly 
35 years of owning and operat-
ing the famous facility, but much 
of the history surrounding the 
Decker’s entry into the race 
track business, and their deci-
sion to ultimately exit the race 
track business, is not so well 
known. 

The year was 1985 when it 
all began, that was the year 
Richard Decker, the Decker 
family patriarch, spearheaded 
the purchase of the facility. 

The Decker’s really had no 
desire to get into the race track 
business at the time (or ever). 
The Decker’s were still im-
mersed in racing (Team Deck-
er), and had recently started 
two new business: ‘Decker Rac-
ing Enterprises’ (Steve, Mike, 
Allen and Chuck), the high-per-
formance snowmobile company, 
and ‘Decker Sno-Venture Tours’ 
(Richard and Audrey), a guided 
snowmobile touring operation 
taking adventurous snowmobil-
ers to every trail-riding hot spot 
around the world.  

In the early stages of these respective new ventures, the de-
mand had way exceeded expectations for both businesses, and 
the Decker’s had contemplated moving operations to the North 
Woods area for a variety of reasons. Around that time, they were 
approached by the Eagle River Lion’s Club who were the ones 
responsible for running the Derby over the years, and thought 
the Decker’s would be a better fit to carry on the famous tradition 
at that juncture because of their racing background, and offered 
them the chance to buy it. 

Decker family meetings ensued. They were intrigued at the 
prospect of involving themselves in the most famous snowmobile 
race track in the world, but asked each other how they could pos-
sibly spread themselves that thin with the hecticness of everything 
else going on in their lives. They knew it would be a huge commit-
ment in every way. 

The boys had made the decision not to move to Eagle River, 
but rather to keep home base for their performance company in 

The ‘untold story’ of the Decker’s selling the Eagle River 
World Championship Snowmobile Derby Race Track.

Marshfield which is about three 
hours south of Eagle River. 
Richard and Audrey, however, 
made the daring decision to go 
ahead and buy the track. It was 
an ambitious move to say the 
least. What interested them the 
most was having such a famous 
landmark to operate their touring 
business from. And since the 
boys were not that far away, they 
could come and help with the 
track as needed. 

Those were the events leading 
up to the Decker’s entering the 
race track business in Eagle 
River. And over the coming 
years, the Decker’s would 
rejuvenate and revitalize the 
famous track like never before. 
Tons of man hours and money 
would be poured into the facility, 
including building an elaborate 
double-decked expo hall facility, 
along with the wildly successful 
multi-level “hot seats” that line 
the front straightaway and the 
corners which spectators now 
flock to in lieu of standing out in 
the cold on the sloping banks 
(which in itself remains a great 
tradition for die-hard fans need-

ing to be up close and personal to the sport’s sights, noises and 
smells).  

Under the leadership of the Decker’s, the Eagle River races 
flourished like never before for both racers and fans alike. The 
Decker’s even ran summer oval races on wood chips, summer 
drag races on wood chips, and eventually 3-wheeler, 4-wheeler 
and UTV races.

There’s an old saying: “There’s always a time to get in, and 
there’s always a time to get out.” But the wisdom is in knowing 
when. The Decker’s have timed things pretty well throughout their 
lives. Sometimes it was just blind luck, sometimes fate. The Deck-
er’s began their racing career in the late 60’s, setting themselves 
up perfectly to ride the incredible racing wave through what would 
become known as the Golden Age of Snowmobile Racing, the 
70’s. The Decker’s did the same with their multi-lined motorsports 
dealership they started in 1971. The Decker brothers, with their 
record-setting racing background, which stretched from the late 

RICHARD AND AUDREY DECKER WERE A TEAM SINCE THEY FIRST 
MET.  TOGETHER WITH THEIR FOUR SONS THEY BUILT A LEGACY IN 
SNOWMOBILING BOTH ON THE TRACK AND OFF THE TRACK THAT WILL 
LIVE FOREVER..
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60’s through the 90’s, launched their snowmobile performance 
business when the time was red hot, the 80’s and 90’s. Richard 
and Audrey did the same with their touring business which still 
operates to this day.  

The Decker’s have nothing to prove anymore. Fifty-five years in 
the snowmobile world and industry bear that out. They do how-
ever have the third-generation Decker’s to concentrate on. Natalie 
Decker, Chuck’s daughter, has exploded onto the stock-car racing 
scene. At age 21, she has already advanced to the NASCAR 

IN 2018 THE DERBY TRACK AND 
GROUNDS WERE PURCHASED 
BY A GROUP OF INVESTORS 
THAT INCLUDE: SNOWMOBILE 
USA AND WORLD SNOWMOBILE 
HEADQUARTERS FOUNDER TOM 
ANDERSON, FORMER SKI DOO 
VICE-PRESIDENT OF MARKETING 
RUSS DAVIS AND SNOWMOBILE 
HALL OF FAME PRESIDENT CRAIG 
MARCHBANK.

ON OCTOBER 3, 1985 THE DECKER FAMILY ANNOUNCED THEY WERE 
BUYING THE DERBY AND SURROUNDING PROPERTY FROM THE LIONS 
CLUB. OVER THE YEARS THEY IMPROVED THE TRACK, GROUNDS AND 
BUILDINGS TURNING THE DERBY FACILTY INTO THE BEST VENUE IN 
SNOWMOBILE RACING. PICTURED (L-R) ALLEN, MIKE, AUDREY, RICHARD, 
CHUCK AND STEVE DECKER. 

trucks series. Many other third-generation Decker’s are forging 
their way into the sports world too, in a multitude of arenas. The 
Decker name won’t die out anytime soon, thanks to the foun-
dation laid over a half century ago by Richard, Audrey, Steve, 
Mike, Allen and Chuck. 

Those in charge of the track now are more than competent 
and capable. They are longtime industry leaders in their own 
right: Russ Davis, Tom Anderson, Scott Anderson, and Craig 
Marchbank. The Decker’s have known these individuals for 
decades. The track has been left in very good hands. 

It was a long good run by the Decker’s, emblematic of all that 
they do.

Former Lions Club Event chairman “Doc”  T.J. Doyle welcomes 
Audrey and Dick as new owners and managers of the derby 
track with a checkered flag.
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Inductees - 2019
Christine Jourdain Barker
Program Developer & Club Organizer

Howell, Michigan
Born into a snowmobiling 
family has given Christine 
Jourdain Barker from Howell, 
MI, a lifetime of involve-
ment into the sport. In 1995, 
the American Council of 
Snowmobile Associations, 
ASCA, was formed and she 
was chosen as its Execu-
tive  Director, a position she 
continues to hold 24 years 
later. During that time Chris-
tine provided dedicated and 
tireless leadership to the 
advancement of snowmobil-
ing through the state asso-

ciations, development of leadership skills, advocating land use and 
access and the creation of national partnerships with numerous 
other outdoor land use groups. She has created and organizes the 
“ASCA Fly-In” in Washington, D.C. that each year brings snow-
mobilers from across the nation to meet, face-to-face, with over 
250 of their legislators. She schedules all of these meetings, along 
with additional seminars with US government agency officials to 
educate snowmobile association attendees. Another of her pro-

Les Ollila
Trail & Program Developer
Grand Rapids, Minnesota

One of the brightest lights 
in Minnesota’s trail develop-
ment and building is Les 
Ollila. The Grand Rapids 
native spent 36 years in their 
DNR before retiring in 2011. 
A lifetime advocate for trails, 
Les continues to push for 
improved trail systems in the 
state even in his retirement. 
As a staunch advocate for 
trails, he was a major player 
right from the start in the 
development of the 165 mile 
long Taconite State Trail that 
took several years to finish.  

Other trails he was instrumental in developing are the Arrowhead 
and C.J. Ramstad North Shore State Trails that are premier trails 
in the state.  Today Minnesota offers over 22,000 miles of funded 
trails, many of which Les had a hand in developing.  While he 
worked mainly in the MN DNR Region 2 of Northeast Minnesota, 
his influence on trail programs can be seen throughout the state. 
In addition, Les organized groomer demos which have grown to 
statewide proportions, along with Governor Rides with legislators, 
Innkeeper Rides and support of other rides to educate non-snow-
mobilers about the sport and its influence on the economy. While 
he is retired from active duty with the MN DNR, Les continues his 
efforts to improve the state’s snowmobile trail systems by still serv-
ing on many committees and snowmobile trail building organiza-
tions. This dedication to the sport has seen him being the recipient 
of numerous awards honoring his service. Now Les Ollila can add 
one more award as he is being inducted into the International 
Snowmobile Hall of Fame for the Class of 2019.

For more info contact 
Jan or Harold Bailey
906-635-5134

blueheronfi shingcharters@gmail.com

The Nest
Two Bedroom Vacation Rental 

on the water by the day or week

www.blueheronfi shingcharters.com

grams is the “Enlightenment 
Rides” that take members 
of the US Forest Service on 
rides to educate them about 
snowmobile issues affecting 
the National Forests. There 
are numerous other programs she manages along with her skillful 
management of the daily duties of managing ACSA. Whatever they 
are, Christine can be found not only “in the middle” but also “front 
and center” of the action. ASCA has since grown to become known 
as the “Voice of US snowmobiling”. For her tireless devotion to the 
snowmobilers of ACSA, Christine Jourdain is being inducted into 
the International Snowmobile Hall of Fame, Class of 2019.
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Visit WoodysTraction.com to stud your 
footwear, tires, or tracks* today! 

*Not inteded for use in snowmobile tracks.
WoodysTraction.com • woodys@wiem.com • Hope, MI, USA

boots/bike side-by-side loader tractor

Your sled might be studded, 
but what about your…

Don & Diane Reed
Volunteers

Curtis, Michigan
Snowmobiling started for 
this couple while they were 
stationed at the KI Sawyer 
Air Force Base in the UP 
of Michigan.  What has 
followed is a 21 year com-
mitment by both of them 
to promote and expand 
the sport in the Seney 
area of Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula. Following their 
military retirement, they 
have taken this very small 
and almost unnoticed town 
and turned it into a Mecca 
for snowmobilers. Don has 
worked his way up through the local club and regional levels to 
having served the Michigan Snowmobile Association as presi-
dent. During all this time, Diane has been at his side with her 
knowledge of computers and a special talent for coordinating 
the numerous events they have created. Diane many times is 
behind the scenes but still front and center of the action. Just 
one of their numerous events is the Snowmobile Veterans Ride, 
which in 14 years has grown to over 350 participants and is 
now the largest such event in the US.  Both Don and Diane 
spearhead this event. They also run the annual Groomer’s Ball 

and groomer show. Don is the area Trail Boss and has trained 
25 groomer operators, served 10 years on the BOD of MSA, 
rewrote the DNR Grant-in-Aid Handbook, served as vice-chair 
of the Mid-West Chapter of the American Council of Snowmo-
bile Associations and served many other numerous snowmobile 
organizations with his skilled knowledge and dedication to the 
sport. Diane and Don live and breathe snowmobiling 24/7/52 
with an infectious enthusiasm that they are quick to share. They 
work as a well organized and very talented team in all their 
endeavors. It is for this reason they are being inducted together 
into the International Snowmobile Hall of Fame, Class of 2019.

Wally Thill
Volunteer

Fredonia, Wisconsin
As a loyal employee of Mer-
cury Marine when they made 
their first snowmobiles back in 
1968, Wally Thill bought his first 
snowmobile. He soon became 
involved in organized snowmo-
biling and became a Director for 
the newly formed Association of 
Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs 
(AWSC).  That was 50 years 
ago and he remains a Direc-
tor today. With his 50 years of 
service to the AWSC, Wally has 
championed the sport from the 
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groomer drivers and supervises 90+ miles of trails. Steve 
moved to Arbor Vitae and soon became Trail Boss for the Cross 
Country Cruisers Snowmobile Club. He also trains, schedules 
and does the necessary paperwork needed to administrate the 
state funded trail system for two counties. Not one to pass off 
the long nights in a groomer, Steve also takes three shifts each 
week to keep in touch with the process. He was also a Safety 
Instructor with 20+ years of experience. When not groom-
ing, Steve works with landowners, stakeholders, county and 
state officials to improve the grooming program and fine tune 
its functions. Steve Wolfe is a great ambassador for the sport 
of snowmobiling and has now earned the title of International 
Groomer of the Year.

grass roots of its formation and early struggles through its many 
legislative victories and has been at the front of each effort. In the 
early days of the AWSC, Wally was instrumental in the forming of 
many area clubs. Always promoting safe and responsible snow-
mobiling, he recognized the importance and value of clubs and 
organized snowmobilers. Wally has served many years as Chair-
man of the AWSC Legislative Committee, Insurance Committee 
and also Audit Committee where his financial skills are utilized. A 
realtor by vocation, Wally also is active in politics and the better-
ment of his community. He started an area wide Ambulance/EMS 
service, became an EMT and served as Commission Chairperson 
of the service. Noted as a man of extreme character, Wally is well 
respected by his peers and associates. Along with his wife, Mary 
Ann, Wally is a tireless worker for his community and the promo-
tion of the sport of snowmobiling. His 50 years of dedicated service 
prove this attribute. For this, Wally Thill is now being inducted into 
the International Snowmobile Hall of Fame, Class of 2019

ISHOF Snowmobile Club 
of the Year 2019

Barnstormers of Sayner, Inc.
Sayner, Wisconsin

Born in 1967 in Henry 
Sayner’s barn - thus the 
name Barnstormers, and 
chartered in 1969, this club 
now celebrates 50 years of 
life. Its original 37 members 
have now grown to over 
280. They come from all 
over the snowbelt and four 
states. The club grooms 
80 miles of trails, 95% of 

ISHOF Dealer of the Year 2019
sponsored by Snow Goer

Rob’s Performance Motorsports
Johnson Creek, Wisconsin

This Ski-Doo dealership can count 
35 years of award winning sales 
and service to its customers. Lo-
cated in the small town of John-
son Creek in Southern Wisconsin, 
its reputation for quality spreads 
throughout the state. Rob Strauss, 
owner, strongly believes in the 
value of clubs as being necessary 
for the sport to grow, prosper and 

International Groomer 
of the Year Award

Sponsored by 
Arrowhead Groomers & Track Inc.

Steve Wolfe
2019 Award
Arbor Vitae, WI

survive. Over 90% of the dealership’s many Team Members are 
members of area snowmobile clubs. Over 40 area clubs and 
associations have benefited from his generosity to the tune of 
more than $10,000 in contributions for support this past year 
alone. The dealership has won 17 Ski-Doo District, 7 Ski-Doo 
Regional and 4 Ski-Doo National Dealer of the Year awards. 
Now Rob can add one more award, the International Snowmo-
bile Dealer of the Year for 2019 to this amazing dealership’s 
success story. For more information on Rob’s Performance 
Motorsports. visit www.robsperformance.com.

Steve Wolfe caught the 
grooming bug early when he 
used a bed spring to groom 
trails in Chaseburg, WI back 
in 1977. That passion con-
tinues today but now he is 
in charge of 30 volunteer 

which are located on DNR land. Their location is central to six dif-
ferent towns giving them the name “The Hub of Vilas County” as 
their trails all interconnect with these towns. Grooming funds come 
from five yearly fundraisers with some of the proceeds also being 
donated to six different local charities. A website keeps members 
and snowmobilers informed of the club’s activities. Being located in 
Sayner, home of the Eliason snowmobile, the first personal sized 
snowmobile built in 1924 and on display there, helps the club bring 
many visitors to their trails. The Sayner Barnstormers are the Inter-
national Snowmobile Club of the Year for 2019.  For more informa-
tion on the Sayner Barnstormers, visit www.saynerbarnstormers.
com

The International Groomer of the Year is an annual award 
developed by the International Snowmobile Hall of Fame in 
cooperation with Arrowhead Groomers and Track Inc. to give 
credit to a groomer operator who has put so much time, energy 
and devotion to providing smooth snowmobile trails for the rest 
of us enjoy. Congratulations to all groomer award recipients.

Know someone to be recognized by ISHOF for International 
Groomer of the Year in the future? Nominate them here

Like us on Facebook
The Click Click Shoppe

Our new page to purchase event photos
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Ultimax HQ
GOOD. Ultimax HQ belts are high quality  
OEM replacement drive belts for many of the 
most popular vehicles. One-year warranty.  
Made in USA.

Ultimax UA
BETTER. Premium quality Ultimax UA belts 
are engineered for enhanced performance and 
longer belt life. Each belt is designed for its 
specific application. Two-year warranty.  
Made in USA.

Ultimax XP
BEST. Ultimax XP belts are designed for extreme 
performance on today’s high-powered UTV and 
side-by-side vehicles. Ultimax XP is a severe duty 
belt engineered for added strength, reliability and 
belt life. Three-year warranty. Made in USA.

Ultimax® belts are designed for the rider who refuses to settle 
for second best. Purpose-built for the unique demands of 
harsh CVT environments, everything about an Ultimax belt  
is engineered to deliver optimum performance. On the track  
or on the trail, you can depend on Ultimax belts by Timken.                

Performance 
Driven!  
Performance 
Proven!  

Find the right belt for your machine  
with our easy-to-use Belt Finder

The Ultimax belts family includes Ultimax 
MAX, Ultimax PRO and Ultimax XS  
snowmobile belts; Ultimax HQ, Ultimax UA 
and Ultimax XP drive belts for ATVs, UTVs and 
SxSs; and Ultimax MD (Multi-Duty) belts.

ultimaxbelts.com

Copyright 2018 Timken Belts

NEW!

Edgar Hetteen Memorial 
Award of Merit

Edgar Hetteen was one of the true pioneers of snowmobiling and 
this very prestigious special award by ISHOF honors those indi-
viduals or companies for their unique contributions to the sport. It is 
specially named for Edgar Hetteen for all his contributions to snow-
mobiling and given for special recognition for accomplishments 
and years of service in a variety of categories to those who follow 
the vision of Edgar Hetteen.  This special award is sponsored by 
ISHOF Founder, Elmer Cone and Family.

Woody’s - International 
Engineering & Manufacturing

Robert Musselman - 2019 Award
Hope, Michigan

Established in 1968 in the small town of Hope, MI by Jim Mus-
selman and Woody Kozlow, International Engineering and 
Manufacturing, Inc. has grown to be known for one of their most 
popular products as simply Woody’s. Using their metallurgy skills 
and knowledge, they soon developed a carbide runner followed 
shortly with a carbide tip stud for the racing side of snowmobiling. 
These two products set the standard for traction control that re-
mains today. Now, under the 3rd generation of family ownership 
and leadership, the company has grown to 53 full-time employ-
ees. Their traction control products dominate both the racing and 
recreational needs of snowmobilers. Their quality products are 
produced and marketed with high integrity. Woody’s can count 
over 25 US and Canadian patents. Attesting to their success is 
the fact that the people in leadership at Woody’s are snowmobil-
ers. They ride. They are recreationists. They have a passion for 
the sport and for producing quality products for their customers 
to enjoy with added safety. For these reasons, we are happy to 
award International Engineering and Manufacturing, Inc. and 
their famous trademarked products under the Woody’s brand, 
the 2019 Edgar Hetteen Memorial Award of Merit

www.worldssnowmobilehq.com

                              
                                   

                              
                                                       

               
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






                         
                                                                                                                    
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Text & Photos by Steve Landon

New Lothrop, Michigan, November 11, 
2000;—Exhausted from all the Presiden-
tial election scuffling - snowmobile enthu-
siast took a well deserved break. Step-
ping back to a less hectic time in history, 
snow lovers young and old gathered for 
the First Annual A-1 Upholstery / Great 
Lakes Snow Drifters Snowmobile Show 
and Swap Meet.

Held on the farm of Bill and Diane 
Miller - this years event was a total suc-
cess  drawing collectors, vintage snow-
mobile enthusiast as well as a number of 
folks looking to clean out their garage of 
extra parts and accessories. Thanks to 
the rural centralized location, the one day 
event drew visitors from Flint, Saginaw, 
Midland, Lansing and surrounding Mid 
Michigan communities.

Vintage Snowmobile Collecting is 
growing by leaps and bounds. Once 
dust cover relics of a more simpler time, 
vintage snowmobiles are coming to life. 

Enthusiasts Gather To Kick Off 
2000/2001 SNOWMOBILE SEASON

a collection of Raiders, some of which 
were for Sale drew a lot of interest. 
The Raider was produced by Bob Bracey 
owner of Three R Industries in the 
1970’s. Mr. Bracey built the twin track 
“Trail Roamer” in Capac, Mich. 

Canadian Mark Taylor came by with 
this unique Scorpion Sno-Pro racer.  He 
was transporting the machine for an 
individual who plans to restore it.

Show co-host Bill Miller’s 1972 Viking 
drew plenty of complements. Like 
much of Diane & Bill’s collection the 
machine is in Mint condition.

A rare “SCAT MOBILE” owned by Matt 
Beemer of  Attica, Mich. looks as nice as 
the day it rolled off the assembly line. 
In place of a track the “SCAT MOBILE” 
relied on three big tires inside the 
tunnel. It was powered by a J.L.O. engine.

This side view of the “SCAT MOBILE” 
shows one of the wheels emerging 
from the rear of the machine. In 
addition to running with front 
wheels, skis could be added for 
winter use.

Retired racer turned collector - Dana 
Wiltse of Standish, Mich., brought by this 

well preserved 1970 Boa Ski racer. Powered 
by a 793cc Hirth three cylinder engine 

this Boa Ski featured a 33 inch ski stance, 
Bogey wheel suspension, Tillotson carbs 

and a High - Tech Flex Tubing exhaust. It is 
reported to have had an excellent racing 

record. The machine is parked next to 
Diane Miller’s race winning ski-doo. 

Remeber When?

Long extinct brands such as Rupp, Snow 
Pony, BoaSki, Raider, Mercury to list a 
few are names commonly spoken among 
today’s snowmobiler’s. Machines once 
destined to spend the rest of their days 
in a scrap yard are roaring back to life on 
trails and race tracks across the nation. 
People who once considered themselves 
to poor to purchase a new machines are 
now looked upon as proud collectors as 
they ride down the trail with their vintage 
pride and joy.  As with the case with car, 
plane, and boat collectors, snowmobiler’s 
have taken their love of the sport to a 
new level.

Snow show co-host Diane Miller is 
certainly no stranger to snowmobile 
competition. In the 1970’s and 80’s Mrs. 
Miller made her mark in oval track com-
petition across the snowbelt running 
both sprint and enduro circuits. She is 

THE A-1 SWAP & SHOW BEGAN!
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Dana Wiltse’s Boa Ski was quite a find. 
The machine had been stored in a 
heated building for 29 years. It still 
had the original paint, lettering and 
race stickers. 

best known for being the first women to 
race in the Soo I-500 in Sault Ste. Marie, 
Michigan. Showing some of their own 
machines including Diane’s winning ’73 
ski-doo, Bill and Diane went all out to 
make this years show exciting for all. 

From the early ‘70’s right through the 
mid 1980’s Dana Wiltse of Standish, 
Mich., was a household name among 
fans of Michigan snowmobile rac-
ing - in fact Dana was the first driver to 
use Woody’s carbides in competition. 
Long retired from the oval - Mr. Wiltse 
has turned his attention to assisting his 
son’s sno-cross racing effort, helping the 
Midwest International Racing Association 
- M.I.R.A. - oval track enduro circuit and 
running the families Chevrolet Dealership. 
Entering the world of snowmobile collect-
ing was the furthest thing from his mind 

until he came across a mint 1970 BoaSki 
racer - now he is “Hooked on Classics”. 

“I bought my” BoaSki from a gentle-
men who had purchased it at an auction.  
Originally I had plans of possibly selling 
it to a collector of this particular brand. 
Now that I’ve had a chance to attend a 
vintage show / swap meet, I think I may 
have another bad habit developing. I may 
just become a collector myself!

Researching the history of this race 
sled has been really enjoyable. The 
sled was raced by 3D Sports of Mid-
land, Mich., for the last 29 years it has 
been stored in a heated building. Having 
spoken to the son of one of the owners 
this is what I have learned so far;  My 
BoaSki attempted to qualify at the Soo 

Retired enduro racing champion Dana Wiltse and his wife Jannis of 
Standish, Mich., pose with a few trophies from Dana’s “Glory Day” on 
both sprint and enduro circuits. The trophies pictured are from left to 
right; 1973 Ironwood “Governors Cup” • 1976 Traverse City “T.C. 250” Enduro 
First Place Trophy and the 1971-’72 Michigan International Snowmobile 
Association - M.I.S.A. “Driver of the Year” Trophy.

In addition to collecting vintage Polaris 
Snowmobiles - Roger Jordan of Coloma, Mich., 
has quite a unique collection of Polaris 
clothing patches and other unique items.

I-500, however, it failed to make 
the field because it kept blow-
ing belts. In addition to trying to 
make the Soo, it was raced in 
several local sprint races and 
was reported to have had an 
excellent record - one I hope 
to discover in the future. Cur-
rently I have the original drivers 
manual that came with the sled. 
One of the previous owners 
I spoke to said he has other 
original papers.  Recently I was 
informed that an 8 mm film of it 
trying to qualify at the Soo I-500 
still exists - I hope get a copy in 
the future.

I must admit I enjoy having 

the sled around - in fact since purchas-
ing it I have started digging out some 
of my old racing pictures, trophies, and 
paraphernalia. It’s fun to share it with 
people the early days of racing,” Wiltse 
Explained!

While race machines remain popular 
with a number of collectors, the old trail 
sleds still draw a great deal of interest. It 
seems every motor-head with a machine 
shop and a dream at least toyed with 
the idea of building a snowmobile back 
in the 1950’s and ‘60’s.  Some of those 
ideas eventually turned into reality before 
fading into just a memory as the hey-
day of the sport came to an end. Today 
eagle eyed collectors like Tom an Linda 
Dobbrastine of Weidman, Michigan are 
keeping those early machines alive and 
running. At this years show the Dob-
brastine’s displayed a rare “sno bi kin” 
one of two known to exist.  While their 
machine was getting a lot of notice Matt 
Beemer was out touring the grounds on 
his perfectly restored and somewhat rare 
“SCAT MOBILE” powered by a J.L.O. 
engine. The “SCAT MOBILE” relied on 
three large tires running down the tunnel 
in place of a track. The machine could 
be adapted to run ski’s or tires on the 
front end giving it year round use.  These 
machines were just a few of the rare 
beauties on display at this years show - 
no doubt more unique sleds will turn up 
at future shows as snowmobile collecting 
continues to expand. 
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A-1 Swap   
&  Show

Sponsored by A-1 Upholstery & Repair

FRI NOV. 1 
NOV. 2 SAT 
2019

Starting at 8:00 AM

FOR REGISTRATION INFO & UPDATES
A-1 Upholstery & Repair 

(989) 845-7906    
a_1upholstery@hotmail.com

ANTIQUE
VINTAGE

NEW
On Display

Snowmobiles • Motor Bikes
Mini Bikes • ATV’s • Wave Runners    

All Are Welcome!

Featuring 

MICHIGAN 

Made Sleds

Plus
• New & Used Parts 

• Local  Dealers 
Vendors • Concessions
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NEW LOCATION
Auto City Speedway

10205 North Saginaw
Clio, Michigan 48420 

New for 2019

Snowmobile 

Memorabilia
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THE WILLIAMS BENNER 
RACING TEAM IN 1989

By Steve Landon

Editors Note:

Over the years we have tried to preserve the history of enduro 
racing and snowmobile racing in general through pictures and 
writing. Some amazing people have been a part of the sport, 
among them Bob Benner and Larry Williams who were behind 
one of the best teams in the history of the sport. Recently I 
came across the interview I did in November of 1989 discussing 
with Bob and Larry about the upcoming 1990 season and their 
career up to that point.

Bob Benner would later be inducted into the Michigan Motor 
Sports Hall of Fame. Former drivers Dan Kirts, Karl Schwartz 
and Brian Musselman would also go on to enter the Hall of 

Flashback ABOVE: Williams/Benner 
Racing 1990 (L-R) Larry 
Williams, Bob Benner, Rick 
Zudell and Jerry Bitson 

RIGHT: Rob Sass

RIGHT: Williams Race Team, #72 Celebrate with drivers Karl 
Schwartz and Ron Willams after winning the 1982 Alpena 

Thunder Bay 250. The team went on to finish second to 
Brian Musselman and Gerard Karpik at the Soo I-500 ending 

the season taking the Triple Crown of enduro racing.
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Fame. Musselman is an inductee in both the Michigan Motor 
Sports Hall of Fame and Snowmobile Hall of Fame, Kirts is in 
the Snowmobile Hall of Fame and Schwartz is in The Michigan  
Motorsports H.O.F.

Take a moment to step back with us 30 years long ago.
In the sport of snowmobile racing few teams have gained the re-
spect and following of the Flint, Michigan based William/Benner 
Race Team. Over the years they have compiled an incredible 
21 enduro race wins and over 100 wins in various classes from 
Outlaw to Formula 56. Since 1980 they have averaged two wins 
a year on Ski-Doo race sleds. 

In 1990 the Williams/Benner crew will field two teams in what 
could be their most productive season ever. Jeff Kipfmiller will 
again lead the charge, while veteran co-driver Rick Zudell is 
expected to get his own sled. Back-up drivers will be Rob Sass, 
best known for his years with now retired Terry Spencer and 
Jerry Bitson, a two year veteran from Muskegon, Michigan. 

TOP LEFT: Jeff Kipfmiller who had his share of wins was 
clEarly one of the best drivers on the circuit going into 
1990.

TOP RIGHT: Larry Williams fires up the Welder as Bob Benner 
looks on.

BELOW: Bob benner and Larry williams spent countless 
hours in the shop working to get their machines ready 
for the season and next race.

© ©
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Recently we had a chance to talk with Bob Benner and Larry 
Williams about their unique and winning past. 

W.E.: Tell us how you got started in racing and a little of your 
early history in the sport.

Benner: I started back in 1970 helping another guy out, the fol-
lowing year I bought a sled of my own and have been racing eve 
since. Back then I was running the Michigan sprint circuit where, 
in 1971 we tried a few enduro races. Over the years I’ve raced 
Moto-Ski, Skiroule, Yamaha and Ski-Doo all with the same suc-
cess. In 1976 Dan Kirts started driving for me and in 1978 Dan 
drove for Sizemore Cycle, a Ski-Doo team out of Indiana, while 
I served as crew chief. In 1979 I started racing Ski-Doo Sno-Pro 
sleds and we have been with Ski-Doo ever since. 

Williams: I began sprint racing in 1971 with my brother Ron 
running Chapperal’s. We raced sprints until 1981. When the 
sprint circuit began to die we decided to try the enduro circuit 
after Karl Schwartz, who had run enduro the previous year with 
Terry Spencer, suggestedwe give it a try. The following year we 
formed a team with Karl Schwartz and Ron Williams driving a 
Ski-Doo Sno-Pro sled. In 1980, our final year of sprint racing, 
we swept every class we raced in. Often times throughout our 
sprint career my brother and I would finish first and second, so it 
made for good competition.

W.E.: You had some bad luck at Lincoln, Michigan during your 
second enduro race back in 1982. You managed to recover and 
win Alpena the following week and eventually the Triple Crown 
all in your first season.

Williams: In 1982 we had some bad luck at the opener in 
Albright Shores when we blew a clutch right out the side of our 
sled. The following week at Lincoln we were in a bad accident 
and we were wondering what we had gotten ourselves into. Af-
ter that mess we were seriously giving some thought to quitting. 
We had bouth our sled from Bob Benner and after the accident I 
went and talked to him about our plans to retire. That was out of 
the question in Bob’s mind, he said we didn’t get into this to quit. 
However, we didn’t have any money left to work with, so Bob 
put us on a bill and the following week we went to win Alpena 
and later Triple Crown. 

JEff Kipfmiller looks on as Bob Benner replaces a ski at the 
1986 Soo I-500.  The team won the race.

Dan Kirts #4  and Jeff Kipfmiller #45, two of Benner’s and 
the sports best drivers go head to head in sprint racing 
action.  Kipfmiller has often been compared to kirts. In 1989 
he beat Kirts in total wins.
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Marion Fairgrounds / Veterans Memorial Park • Marion, MI  49665

Snowmobile
Swap Meet

NEW & OLD SLEDS,

Parts & More!

Presented by the Marion Snowmobile Club

RAIN, SNOW 
OR SHINE!

Marion, MI

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 
www.marionvintagesnowmobileclub.com 

Facebook: Marion Vintage Snowmobile Club

GATES OPEN AT 7:00 A.M.
8:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.

Admission $5.00 
plus one non-perishable food item.

Includes Admission & Swap Fee
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W.E.: After such a great rookie season what made you decide 
to combine forces with Benner?

Williams: At theend of the 1982 season Bob and I were both 
having trouble finding support for our racing efforts, Bob had de-
cided to retire, it was too much work for one man to do. Instead 
we decided to get together and combine efforts for one year and 
the rest is history. 

W.E.: During the Sno-Pro years you were noted for your own 
Benner front-end which was reported to be safer and much 
smoother handling. Tell us about the history of this front-end set 
up.

Benner: I used to race dirt track cars years ago and this design 
was basically a sprint car front end. I think it was a much supe-
rior front end to the four-bar design, there’s absolutely no bump 
steer in it whatsoever, it’s bullet proof and won’t break as often 
becuase there are less moving parts. As far as I’m concerned 
it’s a better front end. There has been some other take-offs from 
it, the Wahl front-end is one of them, and there are several other 
versions out there, but I was the first one to put their design to 
use on a Sno-Pro sled, and I have built several of them for other 
people. 

W.E.: How is the design different from the standard Sno-Pro 
front end?

Benner: It has a solid front axle like a Model T Ford, the axle 
goes from one ski across to the other ski, it has coil over springs 
and shocks over top the axle, the whole front axial moves up 
and down like the old Ford cars did and that’s basically what a 
sprint car front end is. 

At one point we had six teams on the enduro circuit racing my 
front end. In fact at Albright Shores one year, five of the six sleds 
in the qualifying shootout had my front end and three of the six 
engines on the track belonged to me. The front-end was not 
restricted to Ski-Doo, I also built some for the Yamaha SSRs.

W.E.: In the late 1970’s your racing efforts really began to turn 
around with Dan Kirts driving your Ski-Doo Sno-Pro sled. What 
really made things start to click?

Benner: The first year with Dan in 1976 we won several sprint 
races and managed to finish up in the money. In 1979 we won 
our first enduro and every year he raced for me we won at least 
two races a year, and one year we won three. 

W.E.: You have often pointed out that Dan Kirts was hard on 
equipment because of the way he drove, in fact you have com-
pared your current driver Rick Zuddell to him. What made Kirts 
so good?

Benner: I don’t believe there is a harder driver in the country 
than Danny Kirts. He would never quit. It seemed the further 
down he’d get in a race the harder he would rive. If we had a 
break down or something that put us behind he would flat drive 
the hell out of the sled to try and get the win. 

W.E.: Why did Kirts leave the Benner effort?
Benner: Dan got a chance to drive for the Manta Factory team 

and I told him to go ahead, they were offering him a lot of money 
and there was no way I could guarantee him that kind of money. 
Needless to say my luck hasn’t changed since Danny left, in fact 
we have won more since he left and he has only managed one. 
(Kirts won in Albright Shores in 1988 on a Polaris for Felzke 
Farms of DeWitt, Michigan.)

W.E.: There was a time in your career when you had set every 
track record in the state. What was the motive behind this and 
how did you accomplish it while others failed?

Benner: At one time we owned every track record in the state, 
back then there was some incentive to be the top qualifier. Most 
tracks at the time were offering $1,000 to the top qualifier and 
$100 a day to the day’s top qualifier during time trials.

In 1986, the year we won the Soo I-500, we got into a battle 
between our driver Jeff Kipfmiller and Dan Kirts, who was then 
driving for Tim Lockwood. The record went back and forth sever-
al times before the track deteriorated to the point it was unsafe 
to keep going and Dan got the record. 

W.E.: You have had some back-up drivers over the years like 
Cliff Besaw and Rick Zudell. Tell us a little bit about these driv-
ers and their importance to your efforts. 

Benner: Cliff came over to us after racing a year on his own 
with Diane Miller. We rebuilt his sled to keep as back-up an 
he worked with us for a year before I put him on as back-up to 
Kirts. He was an excellent back-up and one tremendous driver, 
and we won a lot of races together. 

After Cliff leftwe needed a driver. I had watched Rick Zuddell 
for three years on the amateur circuit before asking him to join 

Rick Zudell Hoists the winning Trophy for Williams/Benner 
racing at the 1987 Lincoln Lions 250 in lincoln, MI.

©
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our team. Rick is one hell of a driver, he is a hard driver, some-
times he drives a bit too hard. Some people can drive fast and 
be easy on a sled, and some can drive fast and hard on a sled, 
that’s just experience. 

W.E.: Jeff Kipfmiller, who currently is the winningest driver on 
the enduro circuit, came to you after racing Sno-Pro Arctic Cats. 
Give us some of your views on Jeff as a driver.
Benner: I think Jeff is the fastest driver in the country and the 
easiest driver on a sled. He knows when to drive hard and stay 
out of the rough stuff and tries to save the sled. Some of the 
other drives don’t quite use their heads and often lose races 
because they don’t know how to save their equipment. 

W.E.: You were the only team to ever win the S00 I-500 on a 
Sno-Pro sled, what made your effort so different from other rac-
ers?

Benner: We came close to winning it several times, but a lot 
of little things kept us back. Jeff really did a fine job of saving 
the sled for the 500 miles we had to go. He went out there and 
set a nice fast pace and when the track got rough he just drove 
around the bumps and stayed out of trouble. 

W.E.: You were clearly out-gunned in the battle over cc’s, but 
still managed to overcome a slow start and win the final two 
races. What kept you back early?

Benner: In the early part of the season we had a few accidents 
and some clutching problems that kept us back, but that’s mo-
torsports. We just went back to the drawing board, built a new 
sled and went racing.

Let’s face it, Arctic Cat and Polaris have Ski-Doo out powered, 
so you have to out-smart them. If you can’t beat them on the 
track you have to beat them someplace else, you beat them in 
the pits!

I think the boys out there are going to have a big surprise this 
winter. We did a lot of work over the summer and discovered a 
lot of horsepower. 

W.E.: What makes this team work so well together?

Williams: Bob and I are both perfectionists, there is someone in 
our garage ten hours a day working on snowmobiles. Our jobs 
help a lot since Bob works second shift and I work days, so our 
hours enable us to spend more time on the equipment. (Both 
are G.M. employees.)

The work really never ends, it’s almost a year round project. If 
we don’t have the sled, we’re working on parts for when we get 
it. 

A lot of racers put three or four hours a day into their racing, we 
put eight to ten hours a day in, and even at night we’re thinking 
about ideas that might improve our standing. The only way we 
will lose is if something in the sled breaks. 

While some teams might be working in the pits to get ready 
the day of the race all of our sleds are ready to go Wednesday 
night. This means they have been gone through and any repairs 
made. The work begins the moment we pull into our driveway 

after a race. 

Winning is important to us, but our biggest thrill comes from 
when we tear down that sled to see that everything performed 
just the way we built it. 

W.E.: They say the winning in enduro racing lies in the perfor-
mance of your pit crew. Would you agree the pit crew is every-
thing to a good winning team?

Williams: No doubt about it, a good pit crew makes a big dif-
ference between winning and losing. The main concern of your 
driver should be driving, not changing skis. A lot of good drivers 
that should be winning aren’t winning because of their need for 
a good organized pit crew. Jeff and Rick sum it up best when 
they say all they do is show up and pull the trigger, that is all we 
want them to worry about. 

W.E.: You are one of the few teams that race two sleds, other 
teams have tried this without much success. Why do you do it?

Benner: It’s just fun racing two sleds. I’ve done just about 
everything else there is to do in racing and I would love to finish 
first and second in a race. That would be the ultimate one and 
two something we have never done. 

W.E.: Any predictions for teh 1990 season?

Williams: We have a few surprises coming this year, but the 
results remain to be seen on the track.
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PRODUCED BY LEISURE FEATURES, INC. • 1525 NORTH RAILROAD STREET • EAGLE RIVER WI, 54521 • 608-223-6550

SPECIAL SHOW PRICES & DISCOUNTS!  
EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR SNOWMOBILING!

www.SNOWMOBILEUSA.com

SEE EVERYTHING FOR 2020 AT SNOWMOBILE USA!

Milwaukee, WI - October 18-20, 2019

WISCONSIN’S BEST-KNOWN SNOWMOBILE SHOW returns to the 200,000 sq. ft. Wisconsin 
Exposition Center, in West Allis. This is your chance to get the best pre-season deals! 
 As an added bonus check out the swap meet held Saturday & Sunday. For swap meet 
info, please call 414-299-0330 or visit www.waukeshasnow.org
 A Wisconsin DNR state certified safety class will take place on Saturday only.  
For registration please call 262-794-3061.

COME TO SEE, SHOP & SAVE ON ALL THAT
IS SNOWMOBILING UNDER ONE ROOF!

WISCONSIN STATE FAIR EXPO CENTER
84TH & GREENFIELD AVE.

YOUR SNOWMOBILE SUPERSTORE

2020 Snowmobile & ATV Models n Clothing & Accessories n Performance Parts n Open & Enclosed Trailers  n Graphics  
Destination Information n Resorts & Lodges n Snowmobile Clubs n Racing Associations n Magazines n Maps

Antiques n Western & Canadian Information n Swap Meets n Safety Classes n And Much More!

SPECIAL SHOW PRICES
& DISCOUNTS

ONE-STOP SHOPPING

SHOW HOURSADMISSION  

Adults  $10.00
12 and under    FREE

Friday  5 p.m. - 10 p.m.  
Saturday  10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sunday  10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Novi, MI - November 1-3, 2019

Enjoy the WORLD’S LARGEST INDOOR SNOWMOBILE SHOW at the Suburban Collection 
Showplace with over 220,000 sq. ft. of display space packed with all that’s new for 2020. 
Novi is your one-stop snowmobile superstore!
 A Snowmobile Safety Class taught by state certified instructors will take place on 
Saturday only.  Register online at www.snomads.org.

SET ASIDE THE WHOLE WEEKEND & BRING THE FAMILY 
TO CHECK OUT THE NEWEST IN SNOWMOBILING!

SUBURBAN COLLECTION SHOWPLACE
46100 GRAND RIVER
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By Steve Landon

Kaleva, Mich., July 20, 2019 - Since the first snowmobile 
emerged from a dusty inventors garage long ago, snowmobil-
ers have been known as a hardy and determined bunch.  Sled-
ders will let nothing stand in their way of enjoying their favorite 
pastime, even in July.  That proved to be the case at the 11th 
Annual Benzie Manistee Snowbirds Vintage Show and Swap 
where Mother Nature threw everything she had in an attempt 
to drown out the fun for the second year in a row.  Much to her 
dismay the old gals antics failed last year and again in 2019 
proving you just can’t keep good sledder’s down.

Presented by the Benzie Manistee Snowbirds Snowmobile 

Club in conjunction with Kaleva Days this year’s event was 
expected to draw in a record number of sleds and vendors for 
the annual gathering. Despite the fact Michigan was enduring a 
routine July heat wave optimism was higher than ever, espe-
cially among snowmobile enthusiasts eager to get a jump on 
the season. The only major concern folks had was the prospect 
of a few patchy thunderstorms forecasted to arrive late in the 
day long after everything would have wrapped up.

 In the pre-dawn hours on Saturday areas south and west 
of the village had been hit hard with strong winds, rain, fallen 
trees and power outages. In Kaleva only bright sunshine and 
billowing white clouds filled the sky, however, as usual weather 
forecasters were outsmarted once again by “Ma” Nature. The 
old lady decided to deliver some down right nasty weather far 

Nasty Weather Fails to Stop 
Snowbirds Vintage Show and Swap

The registration tent is reflected in a pool born after the first downpour. The only thing missing is a Kayaker paddling by. 

©
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VINTAGE

6905 E. North Ridge Road • New Lothrup, MI 48460

Residential & Commercial Fabric & Supplies
Canvas Replacement and Repair

Furniture •Antiques •Woodworking •Restoration •Caning
Cars •Trucks •Boats •RV’s • Snowmobiles

Covers • Seats
Custom Sewing Clothing Alterations and Repairs

*** Custom Embroidery ***

A-1 Upholstery & Repair
989-845-7906 • 989-845-4785 • Fax 989-845-7923
FREE ESTIMATES • PICK-UP & DELIVERY

earlier than expected. Just before noon the weather started 
getting rough. Visitors who moments earlier had been strolling 
down the isles of vendors and checking out show sleds were 
suddenly scurrying for cover from raging wind and driving rain. 
EZ-Up owners enlisted those who sought protection under their 
tents to help hold them down as they huddled together in mass. 
It was certainly a day to remember and one not likely to be 
forgotten anytime soon. 

Despite being soaked to the bone by record rain fall the show 
must go on right? That is exactly what it did. For a brief moment 
the sun peaked through the clouds, the winds subsided and 

2019 Show Results 
“Best Featured Sled”

Charley Burley Columbiaville, MI
“Best Display”

Mercury - Mechele, Michael and 
Megan Allen – Farwell, MI 
“Best of Show” Original

1979-1984 -ski-doo - Dave St. John, - Belle 
River, Ontario, Canada
Restored -1979-1984

J. Montella – Whitehall, MI  
Antique 1969 and Older Original

Kyle Kurtshals - Almont, MI
Antique 1969 and Older Restored

Steve Hall – Traverse City, MI 
1970-1974 Original

Joe Patterson
1970-1974 Restored

Joe Kuchnicki -Brutish, MI
1975-1978 – Original

Vinnie Diplser
1975-1978 - Restored
Jeff Hallock - Hart, MI

Club Choice
Wyatt Wilkins - St Charles, MI

Like us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/thewinningedgemagazine

A pair of powerful rebuilt race ready Hirth motors were 
looking for a new home. 

A nice 340cc Arctic Cat Panther complete with cutter 
heads to the display area. 

©
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IT’S HERE… Visit WoodysTraction.com to Hookup!

Enter your factory snowmobile’s year, make, & model, 
and let the Hookup Traction Guide do the rest. 
See which traction products Woody’s recommends 
for a balanced trail ride like never before. 

Hope, MI, USA • woodys@wiem.com • © 2018 IEM.

This over weight two cylinder 15 H.P. motor was used in 
the Two-Man Disston Chainsaw. It was later modified and 
used to power the 1968 Mercury 150 E Snowmobile. This 
one is now part of Michael Allen’s Mercury Display. 

the rain slowed to a light sprinkle. A few buyers squared up on 
delayed purchase’s as the club announcer called for those still 
on scene to head to the registration tent for awards. The rain 
returned but the awards went off without a hitch, in fact there 
was not a dry eye or article of clothing in the place as winners 
accepted their awards. 

“The past couple years the weather hasn’t been favorable for 
our show and swap. We have a great group of people in the 
sport, they seem to come out no matter what the weather. 

We had a couple more show sleds than last year. The swap 
meet just keeps growing, I believe this was our biggest turnout 
ever. I know the weather probably stopped some people from 
coming out. The hundred-year rain we had clearly played a 
major role in calling it a day far earlier than we had planned. I 
believe Kaleva got over six inches of rain. 

We had a few problems with judging due to the rain and wind. 
The displayer cards were soaked and many got blown off the 
sleds, it was hard to write anything down. I believe overall it 
was a great show, everyone that brought a show sled got a gas 
card or a gift card or some sort of prize. We have some great 
sponsors and dedicated volunteers that keep the show going. 
We’ll be back next year, after two years of rain we’re due for a 
break in the weather”, Snowbirds member Brad Lakso said.  

This year’s feature makes Mercury, Johnson and Evinrude 
snowmobiles got plenty of attention. From the heavy models 
of the 1960’s and early ‘70’s to the sleek machines like the 
Mercury Sno-Twister of the mid 1970’s, each brand was well 
represented.

Michael Allen and his wife Mechele and daughter Megan 
made their first visit to the show. payoff. The family’s impres-

©
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Ultimax MAX
Improved design for greater flexibility  
and cooler running. Designed for  
machines under 500cc. One year  
warranty. Made in USA.

Ultimax PRO
Delivers enhanced performance and  
longer belt life. The advanced design 
dissipates heat and boosts flexibility.  
One year warranty. Made in USA.

Ultimax XS
Peak power and efficiency for screamin’ 
high-performance. Purpose-built for high 
horsepower sleds. Specially formulated 
rubber compound found in no other 
snowmobile belt. One year warranty.  
Made in USA.

Everything about an Ultimax belt is designed to deliver  
superior performance and dependability. On the track or on the 
trail, choose the belt of champions. Ultimax belts are made in 
the USA and available from your local powersports dealer.                
    

Performance 
Driven!  
Performance 
Proven!  

Find the right belt for your machine  
with our easy-to-use Belt Finder

The Ultimax belts family includes Ultimax 
MAX, Ultimax PRO and Ultimax XS  
snowmobile belts; Ultimax HQ, Ultimax UA 
and Ultimax XP drive belts for ATVs, UTVs and 
SxSs; and Ultimax MD (Multi-Duty) belts.

ultimaxbelts.com

Photo courtesy of RLT Photos. Copyright 2018 Timken Belts

Doubtful if Polaris was thinking about a massive rainstorm 
when they named this model (STORM).

A swapper rushES to cover her booth before the heavy rain 
hit, but it didn’t keep her from letting a potential buyer 
peak under the tarp for a few more goodies.  

It’s a Wheel Horse of Course! Snowmobiles were not the 
only vehicles found in the swap meet. This young man who 
got a little help from his friends picked up a nice Wheel 
Horse tractor. Wheel Horse also made snowmobiles at one 
time.

©
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We put the action in traction™

© IEM 2019. All rights reserved.

WHAT’S THE POINT OF TRACTION?

» Quickly accelerate & stop
» Maximize steering control
» Balance rider-forward sleds
» Optimize performance & safety
» Avoid darting, loss of control, broken tail                  

lights & snow fl aps, accidents, & injuries

GET HOOKED UP
       WoodysTraction.com
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The Allen’s “Best Display” consisted of: a 1968 Mercury 150E, 1971 Mercury 250, 1971 Mercury Rocket, 1974 Mercury SR 440, 
1975 Mercury SR 340, 1969 Mercury trailer, Mercury sleigh (cutter), 1968 Bolen’s Diablo Rouge and assorted memorabilia. 

Potential buyers check out a couple of ski-doos while the 
seller describes them.

KEVIN KURTZHALS TOURS THE grounds ON HIS WHEELED 
Johnson RAMPAGE. complete with a custom mini sleigh. 

sive display of Mercury Snowmobiles and Memorabilia took the 
award for “Best Display”.  

“We learned early on about the make of snowmobiles fea-
tured this year. We have a nice collection of Mercury’s so we 
decided to come up. It’s too bad the weather turned out as it 

did. The snowmobile club did an outstanding job putting it all 
together in spite of the conditions.  We’re all pretty honored with 
the award and look forward to coming back next year”, Michael 
Allen said. 

“Best of Show” original winner Dave St. John - Belle River, 
Ontario, Canada returned this year with is ever people pleas-
ing ski-doo and moto-ski display. St. John who travels to many 
large and small shows around the US and Canada has become 
a regular at Kaleva. Upon thanking the Snowbirds for his award 
and another outstanding job he made request shared by every-
one on hand. After two straight years of rain he asked if it might 
be possible to shut it off next year.  You can bet everyone in the 
little village of 500 will be praying to get the waterworks stopped 
in 2020, it’s been a rough soggy couple of years.

In addition to “Best of Show” other top award winners were;  
“Best Featured Sled” honors went to Charley Burley - Johnson 
Skee Horse – of Columbiaville, MI, The “Club Choice” award 
went to Wyatt Wilkins - St Charles, MI.

In addition to hosting another unforgettable event this years 
swap and show date coincided with another significant day in 

©
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These three beauties – Johnson Skee-Horse, Bolens Sprint 
and Arctic Cat Panther complete with sleighs looked like 
they had just come off the showroom floor. 

A nice Evinrude display showed the transition from heavy 
rider to lightweight speed machine.

ABOVE: A 1969 Johnson Skee-Horse and Sleigh had room for 
just about everything but the kitchen sink.

Johnson snowmobiles were one of the leaders in the 
1960’s, sleds like the 1968 Light Trail and the 1965 Skee-
Horse were a common sight on the trail. The sled on the 
end is a custom built creation.

American history. It was 50 years ago on July 20, 1969 Neal 
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin first set foot upon the moon. Beyond 
the moon landing 1969 was a pretty big year In snowmobile 
racing. Six months earlier in February the first Soo I-500 snow-
mobile race in Sault Ste. Marie, MI saw Dan Planck, Otis and 
Leonard Cowles take the checkered flag on a ski-doo lovingly 
called The Puffer. Hard to believe how far snowmobiling and 
space travel has come in just 50 short years.

Sheer determination and willingness to never give up made 
the Soo I-500 and the moon landing possible. That type of 
determination and never give up attitude still lives today in the 
members of the Benzie Manistee Snowbirds.  Despite being 
drenched two years in a row they have persevered through it all 
to present a truly enjoyable event for all. Thanks to that attitude 
and the support of their fine sponsors the show and swap will 
be around for many years to come.

To learn more about the Benzie Manistee Snowbirds Snow-
mobile Club like them on face book https://www.facebook.com/
BenzieManisteeSnowbirdsClub/

Even as darkness approached from the growing storm 
enthusiasts continued studying the many display sleds.
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SHOW & RIDE
TOP OF THE LAKE

Naubinway, Michigan

info@snowmobilemuseum.com 
www.snowmobilemuseum.com

www.topofthelake.org
For more info contact Charlie or Marilyn at  

906-477-6298 

Feb. 14th & 15th, 2020

FEATURED 
SLED

28th Annual

THE BOA-SKI 
BROTHERHOOD WILL 

BE PRESENT FOR 
THEIR YEARLY 

REUNION

SPONSORED BY THE TOP OF THE LAKE 
COMMUNITIES ASSOCIATION

topofthelake.org  

FRI. FEB. 14
8:00 AM TO 10:00 AM -  BREAKFAST  

Breakfast served by Top of the Lake 
Communities Assoc. – Naubinway Pavilion 

11:00 AM – RIDE
Ride to Cranberry Lodge, 13 miles one way.

All snowmobiles welcome

4:00-8:00 PM – GET TOGETHER
at the snowmobile museum

6:30 PM – NIGHT RIDE 
Night Ride & Bonfi re, 

3 miles to the Millecoquins Bridge

SAT. FEB. 15
8AM TO 10 AM

Line up for Show, downtown Naubinway, 
Register at Museum

10 AM TO 3 PM – SHOW
Snowmobiles on Display, downtown Naubinway

4:30 PM TO 5:30 PM 
Banquet at the Engadine/Garfi eld Township Hall

5:30 PM TO 8 PM
Speakers, John McGuirk & Don Hamilton

Merchant Drawings, 50/50, Museum Raffl e Drawing
 Museum Auction - donated items accepted, 
proceeds go to the Museum Building Fund

SUN. FEB. 16
12:00 NOON – SUNDAY RIDE

St Ignace to Mackinac Island on the Ice Bridge 
 (conditions permitting)
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It got a bit crowded under the registration tent for 
awards but it was somewhat dryer than it was outside. 

Megan, Michael and MEchele Allen accept their “Best 
Display” award in the pouring rain. 

Vintage racer Paul Wissner displayed his sharp #7x Boon 
Town Vintage Racing Club Yamaha Exciter along with a 
custom team sleigh.

WINNERS
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Visit the World Snowmobile Headquarters

It’s More than a Snowmobile Museum!
FREE Admission with donations kindly accepted.

World Championship Snowmobile Derby Hall of Fame
55 years of Derby Race History, Championship Sleds, 

Radloff Derby Gallery and more Racing Photos.
International Snowmobile Hall Of Fame  

Honors 117 pioneers, volunteers, industry leaders and promoters 
who together created and sustain this sport... see their induction photo 

plaques on display. View their stories here and also on www.ishof.com

Over 70 Snowmobiles on display
See a unique mix of Antique and Vintage recreation and race machines.

Vintage Clothing, Helmets, Patches and other Memorabilia. 
Home to Snowmobile groups and organizations

• Trail Sponsor Sno-Eagles Pitstop #18 • Snowmobile Club, Dealer & Groomer of the Year 
• Gift Shop • Iron Dog Brigade • Thirsty Dogs • Women on Snow 

• Snowmobile USA Show & Sale • ISR International Snowmobile Racing Inc.
Gift Shop: History Books, Clothing, DVDs, Jewelry, Mugs & More!

www.worldsnowmobilehq.com

1521 North Railroad St. (Hwy. 45 N.) • Eagle River, WI 
Open Year-Round Mon. through Sat. • 10am to 4pm • Closed Sundays & Holidays 
Also Open Sundays during Derby and Race weekends. 

 (715) 479-2186


