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2008 World Snocross Report No. 2
Yuji Nakazawa triumphs at Eagle River!

Event: World Championship Snowmobile Derby 
Date: Jan. 19, 20, 2008

Venue: Eagle River (Wisconsin) 

Class: Pro Open
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On the third weekend of January, WPSA competitor Yuji Nakazawa of the Yamaha Minocqua Racing Team entered the World Championship Snowmobile Derby. Dating back to 1964 and now in its 45th running, this is the race where snowmobiles first took their present form as sporty snow-going vehicles. 

Nakazawa entered this race with its great tradition, competing in the same Snocross Pro Open class as the WPSA with his machine based on the 4-stroke FX Nytro.   

This is the second year of Nakazawa’s racing campaign in North America on the Yamaha 4-stroke machine. After dominating All Japan Championship snowmobile competition for several years, Nakazawa found it hard to repeat his success in North America. But, this race at Eagle River turned out to be one that proved his skills as a rider and the strength of the Yamaha 4-stroke.

After finishing 1st and 2nd in the two qualifying heats, Nakazawa raced away from the 2-stroke competitors to grab the holeshot at the start of the final and continued to lead the race. On lap 13, however, the 2nd place rider caught up with him and the two staged a tail-to-nose battle over the next two laps. Eventually, it was Nakazawa’s skill in getting round the back-markers in front of him that enabled him to open up the gap again and race on to a momentous first victory in US professional racing. After the race Nakazawa commented, “The course was very fun, so I rode as hard as I could and am very happy I could take the win. I am confident that I can continue to do well.” With his confidence restored by this victory, Nakazawa will continue his WPSA campaign with heightened expectations. 
