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New to Trufant Motorsports:
o a We welcome WESTERN POWER SPORTS.
* New Small Engine Parts e : Come see us for all of your off road vehicle needs.

* New Lawn Equipment Parts Regardless of the season, Western Power Sports

. New and Used Snowm-oblle Parts

» Efco Chainsaws, Trimmers, and Brush Cutters has what you need for your current ride.

We buy snowmobiles in any condition!
We have access to parts for ATV’s, UTV’s and
farm tractors.
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WITHIN Monday - Thursday - 10am-2om | 234 _3(01,3869

Friday - 9 am - 6 pm
THE US! Saturday - 10 am - Noon 15731 W. Stanton Rd., Trufant, Ml 49347

* Other times by appointment www.trufantmotorsports.com
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Trufant Motorsports - New kid on the block

By Mike Decker

Dan Studer is a driven man. Born and bred in Michi-
gan, Dan grew up an energetic and curious boy on the ) ASPEN
family farm. Always fascinated with the workings of alll . e ToswiTos e

things mechanical, he would spend his spare time tinker-
ing and dissecting all the various equipment farm boys
have access to. Dan had a special affinity for bicycles, e Ll | 7
motorcycles and snowmobiles, which would set the stage “0 ']
for a large part of his life still to come. ' 1l ‘ ' 2 ¢

Dan has fond memories of the snowmobile trail-riding
exploits with his father, Warren. The exhilaration of
exploring a winter wonderland as they sashayed and
explored the fields and woods from the seat of a snow-
mobile will always stay with him. When Dan was a young
man and had children of his own, he and his dad drove
their snowmobiles to see Dan’s son, Jonathon, who was
attending Lake Superior college at the time; completing a
long trek to Sault St. Marie on their sleds, which included
crossing the treacherous “Ice Bridge” (marked by do-
nated Christmas trees). Not many snowmobilers can tout
that brave venture.

Dan would inevitably get into snowmobile racing,
garnering good success along the way. Among his win-
nings included a BEVRA series class championship in

Trufant Motorsports storefront.

2019. Dan still continues to hit the racetrack at age 55. Jonathon to also become a

Dan’s love affair with motorsports would inspire his son motorhead (and a serious
motocross
racer in

due time). That would begin yet another
chapter in the life of the Dan Studer fam-
ily as they embarked on a campaign of
chasing motocross titles and champion-
ships which would keep them on the road
for over a decade as they traveled from
race to race all around the country. And
Dan’s expertise kept Jonathon’s race
bikes humming.

One thing Dan could never get out of
his mind was starting his own business.
And that has been coming to fruition over
the past few years. The days of dabbling
in online snowmobile parts sales has
now methodically morphed into a near
Dan Studer at the racing controls. full blown operation. The business cov-
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ers a wide spectrum which includes parts-and-service
for snowmobiles, motorcycles, ATV’s, lawn mowers and
chainsaws. And they are already a full franchised dealer
for a line of chainsaws. Although currently a parttime
effort, Dan says things will soon transition to a fulltime
operation. Especially considering the great response
they are experiencing.

Dan and wife, Kathy, are quickly running out of space
and already expanding their service area. That’s obvi-
ously a good sign of things to come. And the growing
pains will surely continue to ensue. All successful busi-
nesses are forced to endure it. | use the word “endure”
because being in business is very challenging in all
regards. That's why most people are scared to do it. But
not people like Dan Studer. Either you have what it takes,
or you don’t. Dan has it. And he’s spent a lifetime prepar-
ing for it.

Dan and Kathy’s new business is called “Trufant Mo-
torsports” and is located in Trufant, MIl. They’'ve teamed
with a gentleman named, Brody Burrell, who has knowl-
edge and expertise in the area of vintage snowmobiles.
Together they comprise a veritable force capable of
handling much of your mechanical and equipment needs.
Their website is: trufantmotorsports.com. You can also
reach Dan at: 231-301-3869 (or on Facebook--Dan
Studer). You can also contact Dan or Kathy via email
at: trufantmotorsportslic@gmail.com

THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE

Dan’s son, Jonathon.

Pictured below: Trufant Motorsports offers a variety of parts for your
snowmobiles, small engines and lawn equipment. They also have
access to parts for ATVs, UTVs and farm tractors.
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Visit the World Snowmobile Headquarters

——— 7 : R TT—

I1’s More than a Snowmobile Museum!

FREE Admission with donations kindly accepted.

World Championship Snowmobile Derby Hall of Fame
55 years of Derby Race History, Championship Sleds,
Radloff Derby Gallery and more Racing Photos.

International Snowmobile Hall Of Fame
Honors 117 pioneers, volunteers, industry leaders and promoters
who together created and sustain this sport... see their induction photo
plagues on display. View their stories here and also on www.ishof.com

Over 70 Snowmobiles on display
See a unique mix of Antique and Vintage recreation and race machines.
Vintage Clothing, Helmets, Patches and other Memorabilia.

Home to Snowmobile groups and organizations

* Trail Sponsor Sno-Eagles Pitstop #18 « Snowmobile Club, Dealer & Groomer of the Year
* Gift Shop « Iron Dog Brigade * Thirsty Dogs * Women on Snow
* Snowmobile USA Show & Sale ¢ ISR International Snowmobile Racing Inc.
Like us on Gift Shop: History Books, Clothing, DVDs, Jewelry, Mugs & More!

Facebook

P it

i WORLD
NOWMOBILE
1521 North Railroad St. (Hwy. 45N.) « Eagle River, WI \\_——————=) HEADQUARTERS

EAGLE RIVER, WISCONSIN
Open Year-Round Mon. through Sat. ¢ 10am to 4pm ¢ Closed Sundays & Holidays
Also Open Sundays during Derby and Race weekends.

(715) 4752186
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TRACTION PRODUCTS
www.woodystraction.com

FACTORY TEAM WOODY’S RACER
Blaine Stephenson
4x World Champion

THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE © 2023 Reproduction Prohibited
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At a busy swap meet like Marion’s, sellers have to go the extra
mile to get their items noticed like the gentleman did offering Al
Enno ski-doo parts. He was able to shop and sell at the same time

i
o il
Dl TR,

A proud buyer of a Chrysler Sno Runner hauls off his find firmly

wrapped in his arms. The unique little sled should be a blast to ride

once restored.

8 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS
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Marion’s 2022 Swap
Meet a great success

Text & Photos By Steve Landon

Marion, Michigan - October 8, 2022; --Face it the sum-
mer of 2022 had been a rough one for all. High gas prices,
inflation, nasty summer pests and the usual hot tempera-
tures had kept people longing for better days ahead. Well
fear not help is on the way. A chill is in the air, Autumn’s
annual explosion of fall color has passed , days are get-
ting shorter and colder which means snowmobile season
is coming on fast. In the days and weeks ahead a white
blanket of snow will be covering the ground. To be ready
for that first ride, smart sledders made their annual trek to
the Marion Snowmobile Swap Meet at the historic Marion
Fairgrounds/Veterans Freedom Park!

Presented by the Marion Snowmobile Club the event is
by far the biggest and clearly the best snowmobile swap-
meet in Northern Lower Michigan, attracting enthusiasts
from around the Great Lakes, some as far away as Ohio,
Indiana and Ontario Canada

Early calls for a good snowy winter had snowmobile
enthusiasts fired up and eager to get things ready for
what might well be a fabulous season on tracks and
trails across much of the nation’s snowbelt. Nowhere
was that enthusiasm more in evidence than at this year’s
swap meet when another big crowd of sledders filled the
grounds looking for bargains on everything from complete
trail ready sleds to parts, memorabilia and more.

As in past years shoppers with long wish lists and
dreams of finding something special like a rare sled from
their youth began arriving bright and early as usual Sat-
urday morning. While a chilly breeze kept temperatures a
tad on the cool side overall it was a perfect day filled with
plenty of sunshine and many vendors to choose from.

Surprisingly snowmobiles of all ages and conditions
were selling better than expected even among young
families and adults looking to get into or back into the
hobby as a trail rider, collector or vintage racer. As always
parts and accessories were big movers.

Everyone in to collecting knows every now and then
when you least expect it something rare comes along that
you can’t resist. Mike Allen of Farwell, Mich., whose an
avid collector of Mercury Snowmobiles seems to have an
eye for finding rare and hard to find items. In Marion a few
years back he found a complete 1970/'71 Leisure Vehicles
Industries Roamer / Raider Snowmobile owner’s manual
in original mint condition complete with warranty card .
Nineteen Seventy-One was the first year for the twin track
cockpit machines. This year eagle eye Mike came across
another rare treasure , Monroe Sno Shox for snowmo-
biles still in the original box. Monroe only made snowmo-

bile shocks for one year
Continued on Page 10
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— SCHEDULE OF EVENTS — | _ 2023

Admission $5.00

Fri. Night Early Registration: 4 p.m. to dark
Sat. Race Registration: 8-10 a.m.
Racing: 11 a.m.

Show Registration: 8 a.m.
Trophies: 1 p.m.

' Swap Meet: 8 a.m.
1/ Concessions Available

N = - '

S Eun forvall’ SUZUKI
FOR RACE RULES AND INFO:

www.marionvintagesnowmobileclub.com ¢ Facebook: Marion Vintage Snowmobile Club

Marion Fairgrounds / Veterans Memorial Park

Marion, Michigan, 49665

Design courtesy of Amber Hart « Photos courtesy of Steve Landon, thewinningedgemagazine.com
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Continued from Page 8
“I worked on a Sno-Jet this past summer that actually

had a set like this installed on the machine.

| saw the Monroe kit when | first arrived at the swap
meet, every time | went by the booth where it was located,
| stopped to look at it again. Near the end of the swap
meet | noticed the gentlemen was packing up to go so | of-
fered him $20.00, thankfully he accepted” - Mr. Allen said

According to vintage snowmobile enthusiast and his-
tory buff Monty Wiseman the Monroe Sno-Shox kit was
indeed rare.

“When the snowmobile boom took off many non-OEM
companies and people looked at sleds and thought “How
can we improve on this and make some money?”

Monroe Equipment Company in Michigan, better known
as Monroe Shocks, early on realized snowmobile skis
were pretty basic and at best were poor for control and
suspension. In 1968, they started work on a radical de-
sign and in fall of 1969 offered an upgraded replacement
ski using a coil and shocks. While a tremendous improve-
ment, the price was a sticking point to keep the line going.
However, their efforts were not a waste of time. Many
snowmobile manufacturers took note of the design and
had Monroe build shocks for new OEM ski designs on-
ward. - Wiseman said”

Snowmobile club president Dave Swiler was once again
Continued on Page 12

One Sleddin’ family went home happy after filling their wish list with
something for everyone
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Looks like a scene out of American Pickers as snowmobile
enthusiasts dive into a load of rusty gold looking for parts

Former oval track enduro snowmobile racer Tim Havercroft - left-
Nothing beats a snowmobile swap to meet old friends and talk shows some of the finer points on this beautifully restored Sno Pony
about sleds to its new owner.
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Continued from Page 10
very happy with the event.

“l think the attendance was up from what | could tell.
We used just about every inch of the fairgrounds and at
one point | heard the vehicles were all the way back out
to the south gate on M-66. | felt the swap was a great
time and everyone that | talked to seemed happy! | was
told several times how much fun people have at our swap
meet. | saw a lot of people carrying parts around or haul-
ing them with carts or wagons. | felt we did pretty well
for the food drive portion of our event as well. | had a lot
of canned goods in the back of my truck and several club
members helped unload them at the local food pan-
try. The pantry thanked us and were very happy with the
goods we dropped off to them this year.

| can’t thank all of our sponsors, vendors and everyone
that attended enough for all their support this year. It was
another great swap, | am now looking forward to gearing
up for Snowfest on February 18, 2023. Suzuki Snowmo-
biles are the featured show sled this year however, all
makes and models are welcome and encouraged.

If anyone is interested in becoming a club member,
please let us know. | had a group of guys ask me about
joining and helping out. | welcomed that for sure! | love
being a part of this club and | get a lot of enjoyment out
of seeing everyone have so much fun when we do our
events. - Swiler said»

Another successful swap-meet behind them, Marion
Snowmobile Club members will turn their focus to the
Marion Snowfest . Before you know it, crews will be build-
ing the ice oval and grounds will be taking shape for the
vintage snowmobile show and swap meet . To learn more
about the Marion Snowmobile Club, the Marion Snow-
mobile Swap Meet and the Marion Snowfest like them on
Facebook; Marion Vintage Snowmobile Club or visit their
Website; www.marionvintagesnowmobileclub.com

A must have item is a dolly if you're a serious shopper

© 2023 Reproduction Prohibited

Cassie Baker and Family get ready to head off with another load
of goodies. Nothing beats a golf cart for shopping

7% g T s SN P

This pretty nice Boa-Ski got a lot of attention

Even the smallest sled can get pretty heavy when loading
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CURRENTLY OFFERING CURRENT SPECIALS

. New to Trufant Motorsports:
* New and Used Snowmobile Parts We welcome WESTERN POWER SPORTS.

* New Small Engine Parts Come see us for all of your off road vehicle needs.
* New Lawn Equipment Parts Regardless of the season, Western Power Sports

» Efco Chainsaws, Trimmers, and Brush Cutters has what you need for your current ride.

We buy snowmobiles in any condition!
We have access to parts for ATV’s, UTV’s and

LR COMINGISOON

Maintenance and

OUR BRANDS ) .
repair services

£ eeo) @stens wilme  ASPEN

WE SHIP

WITHIN Monday - Thursday - 10am-8pm | 234 301 ,3869

Friday - 9 am - 6 pm
TH E US! Saturday - 10 am - Noon 15731 W. Stanton Rd., Trufant, MI 49347
* Other times by appointment www.trufantmotorsports.com
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Bill Britt, #22 takes the checkered flag.

e

Story and Photos by Steve Landon

LINCOLN, MICH. - The sweet taste of victory has
evaded Terry Spencer, 37, of Burton, Mich., for over
eight years of professional enduro racing. Those years of
frustration all came to an end as drivers Bill Britt, 23, of
Turner, Mich., and Rob Sass, also of Turner, Mich. piloted
their aging sno-pro Arctic Cat to victory in the Lincoln
Lions 250, 500 Lap Enduro.

Alan Haynes and co-driver Jeff Hunt of Mt. Pleasant,
Mich., finished second, seven laps back on a Polaris
Indy, sponsored by Grable and Sons Metal Products of
Dimondale, Mich. In the last 20 laps Haynes was on the
same lap with the Spencer team, a mere four seconds out

© 2023 Reproduction Prohibited

of first, when he lost two pipes and broke the right front
shock.

“We knew we were 27 laps up on third and there was
no way we were going to stop, it was all or nothing,” said
Haynes.

An estimated crowd of over 4,000, were on hand de-
spite a wind chill at the start of -20 below. To the surprise
of many, the romored new stock equipment did not mate-
rialize. Instead the field was filled with sno-pro Arctic Cats
and Ski-Doo’s. Even the stock sleds that did show had
major front suspension changes to stay competitive with
the sno-pro equipment.

The interest in consumer stock sleds was a common
Continued on Page 16
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Snowmobile Museum
US 2 Upper Penmsula

9-5

" Closed Tues.

P.O. Box 2
Naubinway,
MI 49762

Call
N 9064776192

for after-hours
appointment

M & M Srorrs Cenier, INe

5824 US-131 PHone: (231) 369-4300
SoutH BoarDMAN, MI 49680 Fax: (231) 369-4326

EMAIL: INFO@FORMULAX-1.COM

Dan Kirts, #45 bolts into the lead at the green.

A-1 Upholstery & Repair

989-845-7906 * 989-845-4785 * Fax 989-845-7923
SFREE ESTIMATES - PICK-UP & DELIVE '»;¢

Residential & Commercial Fabric & Supplies

Canvas Replacement and Repair
Furniture *Antiques *Woodworking *Restoration *Caning
Cars Trucks *Boats *RV’s « Snowmobiles
Covers ¢ Seats
Custom Sewing Clothing Alterations and Repairs

*** Custom Embroidery ***

Team Freedom, #8 with garry Wilson and Walt Bandstra finished 6905 E. North Ridge Road ¢ New Lothrup, Mi 48460
sixth on skidoo.

[ J o

Top Ten Finishers
Place Team Name Qualifying Driver Sled Town
l. Team Spencer Bill Britt Arctic Cat Turner, MI
2. Grable and Son’s Alan Haynes Polaris Mt. Pleasant
3. Agnew Racing Ed Badour Arctic Cat MI Munger, MI
4. Kipfmiller Jeff Kipfmiller Arctic Cat Bay City, MI
5. ATM Ken Manning Scorpion Harrisville, MI
6. Team Freedom Walter Bandsta Ski-Doo Brimley, MI
7. Team Hehn Rich Hahn Yamaha Royal Oak, MI
8. Team Busch Doug Guffey Ski-Doo Burton, MI
9. Havercroft Tim Havercroft Scorpion Lincoln, MI
10. Team Benner Dan Kirts Ski-Doo Bristol, IN.

THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE
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Continued from Page 14
topic of drivers and pit crews with most agreeing it was
the thing of the future and almost a must to stay competi-
tive at the Soo 1-500.

As expected, Dan Kirts captured the pole in time trials
and led briefly during the first 25 laps. Kirts of Bristol, Ind.,
was looking forward to notching his ninth career win until

an accident in turn two left his Ski-Doo bent and battered.
After a lengthy session in the pits he recovered to finish
10th, 98 laps back.

1983 Triple Crown winner Jeff Kipfmiller, 25, of Bay City,
Mich., led in the early going for 75 laps before front sus-
pension problems on his Arctic Cat, forced him to, finish
the day in fourth.

The big names in the past few years were not a factor
in Lincoln. Rob Diamond of Lapeer, Tom St. John of Mid-
land, Mich., and Gerry Adamouski all found themselves
watching from the sidelines, their sleds resting in pits with
various problems.

By the 200 lap mark the final five finishers were making
Continued on Page 19

Above: Team Busch with driver Doug Guffey
finished 8th.

Below: Bill Steven’s and Jeff Kipfmiller
captured 4th place.

Above: Bill Britt edges past Rich Hahn, #95 who drove a Yamaha.

Below: Ed Badour and Jeff Willoughby OF Agnew Racing finished
third.
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VINTAGE
SNOWMOSILE | Presented by the

Gladwin County Fair Assn.

For race rules and info call: Mike (989) 205-2381
FEBRUARY 11 & 25, 202 Classes:

1. Kitty Cat

2. 120 Stock (12 years & under)

3. 120 Modified (12 years & under)

4.120 Open (12 years & under)

5.120 Pro (12 years & under)

6. Outlaw

7.1984 & Older 440 Stock Liquid

8. 1984 and Older 340 Stock

9. 1984 & Older 340 Mod Stock

10. 1984 & Older Powder Stock
440cc max.

11. 1984 & Older Single Pro

12. 1984 & Older 440 Improved
Fan/Free Air/Liquid

13. Relic Class 340 Stock

14. 1984 & Older 340 Improved
Fan/Free Air/Liquid

15. 1984 & Older 440 Stock Sr. Class
(55 yrs & up)

16. 1984 & Older Single Mod Stock

17.1984 & Older Jr. Stock 340
[ ] o
SR  Race Registration  NECRACE M
Kitty Cat & 120 7:30 AM-9:45 AM 19, 1984 & Older Single Cylinder Stock

$ 1 0.00 Hot Laps: 10 AM-10:45 AM 20. 1984 & Older 440 Stock

Racing: 11:30 AM 21. 1984 & Older 340 Pro
All Other Classes 9 22. 1984 & Older 340 Liquid Stock

$ 2 5 00 » Concessions available 23.1984 & Older Junior Imp. 340
° « No alcohol allowed (10-16 Years Old)

Gladwin County Fairgrounds not responsible for any damage or injuries occuring on Fairgrounds during event. 24. IFS/Cham p OPen 600cc max.
25. Relic Class Single Cylinder Stock

HOME OF THE BLUE RACE TRACK Ry N ey

Gladwin County Fairgrounds « 401 S. State St,, Gladwin, MI 48624 SRl i diCi
Fair Office: (989) 426-2311 « gladwinfair@hotmail.com 28.1984 & Older Single Cylinder Imp.
Facebook: Gladwin County Vintage Snowmobile Club

ve Landon, The Winning Edge Magazine

Design by Amber Hart « Photo by Ste
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Classes:

1. Kitty Cat

2. 120 Stock
(12 years & under)

3. 120 Modified
(12 years & under)

4.120 Open
(12 years & under)

5.120 Pro
(12 years & under)

6. 1984 & Older
440 Stock Liquid

7. 1984 and Older
340 Stock

8. 1984 & Older
340 Mod Stock

9. 1984 & Older
Powder Stock
440cc max.

10. 1984 & Older
Single Pro

11. 1984 & Older
440 Improved
Fan/Free Air/Liquid

12. Relic Class
4 340 Stock

SATURDAY. HETEr

Fan/Free Air/Liquid

14. 1984 & Older
440 Stock Sr. Class
— e (55 yrs & up)

15. 1984 & Older

Single Mod Stock
ADMISSIONI$5.00 [
8 Jr. Stock 340
(10-16 Years Old)

Race Registration 17. 1984 & Older

440 Mod Stock

Registration Begins: 7:30 AM ;?n;?e% fﬁﬂ:frs ok
Hot Laps: 10 AM-10:45 AM 19. 1984 & Oldor

Racing: 11:30 AM 440 Stock

20. 1984 & Older
340 Pro

E“lrv Fees 21. 1984 & Older

340 Liquid Stock

Kitty Cat & 120 Other Classes | Bl

Junior Imp. 340
SB{I @ SS@@ @@ (10-16 Years Old)

- = 23. IFS/Champ Open
600cc max.

24, Relic Class
Single Cylinder Stock

405 E. Sherman Street ¢ Whittemore, M1148770 iibgggfass
http://www.whittcham:.org/ 26. 1984 & Older
440 Pro
For race rules and info contact Rick gl Clindor .

rick1st@charter.net ¢ 989-296-9010
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Above: Jeff Kipfmiller, Bill Britt and Dan Kirts lead the field at
the start of the Lincoln lions 250.
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Continued from Page 16

their moves for the top spot. Ed Badour of Munger, Mich.,
and co-driver Jeff Willoughby of Lake Orion, Mich., had
moved their Arctic Cat to the top. Ken Manning on a Scor-
pion from Harrisville, Mich., was just three laps back and
closing in fast. The Spencer team was slipping steadily up
from fifth and just seven laps separated them.

Manning, an area favorite, nudged into first at 250 laps
but Haynes in second and Badour were just seconds
apart on the same lap. By 300 laps Manning was still
on top but like a chain reaction everything that could go
wrong did. First a cooling hose broke, then the under car-
riage. Finally five laps later the drive chain broke. Despite
all of the problems they managed to finish fifth, 60 laps
out.

“Despite all the problems we were happy, we didn’t start
working on the sled until a week before the race,” said
team manager Joe James.

Continued on Page 20

THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE
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Above: Alan Haynes’ co-driver Jeff Hunt (#23) edges past
Team Spencers Rob Sass,(#22).

Left: Dan Kirts overcame a crash to take 10th place for Team
Benner.

Below: Team Spencer with driver’s Rob Sass, & Bill Britt
celebrate the Teams first victory at the awards banquet.
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Continued from Page 19
After leading for over 50 laps Ed Badour’s problems

started to take their toll. Driving a three-year-old sno-pro
Arctic Cat chassis with over 2000 racing miles on it, the
sled lost many of the studs and Badour found himself tak-
ing the high side of the track to keep running.

‘| said from the start we were going to win this thing, but
loosing traction and being black flaged twice for a missing
mud flap cost us a lot of important time,” said Badour. The
lack of traction also cost some additional time when Wil-
loughby went flipping into turn four. He was unhurt.

Bill Britt had put Spencer’s Arctic Cat in first by 350 laps
to stay, yet despite having everything going their way no
one would say it was in the bag until the flag fell. Haynes
was close behind and the memories of the 1983 Alpena
race still haunted them. On the final lap Spencer was on
top in Alpena only to have victory taken away by Dan
Kirts on the back stretch of the final lap.

Spencer opted to stay away from the driving to con-
centrate on wrenching. “We did nothing different from the
past except go with the younger drivers,” said Spencer.
“We have been so close” to winning many times it is just
hard to believe we finally did it.”

Local Favorite Ken Manning slips past Mike Staszak. Driving a
Scorpion, Manning finished 5th.

20 YOUR TOTAL MOTORSPORTS PUBLICATIONS
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Team Spencer took the victory at the Lincoln Lions 250, 500 Lap
Enduro.

Left: Mike Staszak exits the pits on his Arctic Cat.
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FREE FAMILY FOCUSED EVENT EVERYONE IS WELCOME
IN HONOR OF: David Hufstedler, Noretta Humpert, Wally Daniels, Chuck “Mr. Ski Doo” Ulch & Ray Krohn

FAMILY FUN FOR EVERYONE
HEATED FULLY EQUIPPED CLUBHOUSE * ANNUAL CEREMONY AT 12:30 PM + GUIDED VINTAGE RIDES + COFFEE AND HOT CHOCOLATE
LIVE VINTAGE CLOTHING CONTEST (JUDGED BY THE CROWD) - RETURN OF WORLD FAMOUS RAKE DOGS + BON FIRE ALL DAY

For Event Questions Call: EXCELLENT CONDITION!

1999 SKI DOO MINIZ
Doug Lubahn at 810-441-0530
Jim Kelts at 989-473-3062 120GC YOUTH SLED
o Tickets
B gelson s, Miking Marine, inc, $5 Eachor 3 for $10

Need not be prasent to win.
Tickets available on club website with Pay Pal,
ggm&v&g‘g Lomber. Jack. Wi Rafle License R59398

Oyemaw Hills Snowmohile Clubhouse and Trail Head

Frank Alley Memorial Park, 2846 North Fairview Rd, West Branch, MI
Team Havercroft, #99 Tim & Scott Havercroft of Lincoln grabbed 4 e [ et

8th place on a Scorpion.

Your sled might be studded,
but what about your...

boots/bike side-by-side loader tractor

Visit WoodysTraction.com to stud your
footwear, tires, or tracks* today! WoodysTraction.com * woodys@wiem.com

*Not inteded for use in snowmobile tracks. ©2019 IEM.
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Michigan MotorSports Hall of Fame Class of 2022 Inductees and Special Award winners.

Steve & Sherry Landon/The Winning Edge Magazine
Inducted into the Michigan Motor Sports H.O.F.

No one expected that an invitation to dinner at
their hometown Pizza Hut in 1979, followed by a first date
at Big Boy and “The Muppet Movie” would lead to marriage
in 1980, four children and 41 years of adventure. That in
a nutshell pretty well sums up the life of Farwell, Michigan
residents Steve and Sherry Landon, founders of The Win-
ning Edge Magazine a popular snowmobile publication cov-
ering competition and snowmobile performance since 1985.

Born and raised in and around Mt. Pleasant, Mich., the
couple had never met until that fateful day in 1979 de-
spite having shared schools and friends. It was one of
those friends Donna Husted Kriss whose introduction would
change their lives forever. From their first date on they
would become an inseparable team doing almost every-
thing in life from family to work together. They honestly
expected to live an average life, but it was anything but
average. Never in their wildest dreams did they imagine
publishing a zsnowmobile magazine that would one day
lead them into a Hall of Fame. On Sunday November 6,
2022 on what would have been Sherry’s sixty-third birth-
day the couple was inducted into Michigan Motor Sports
Hall of Fame with the class of 2022 during ceremonies at
the Comfort Inn of Mt. Pleasant., Michigan. Sadly, Sherry
who had joined Steve at the podium in 2007 when they
were awarded the MMHOF Mick Schuler Media Award had
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passed away in 2021.
Steve caught the snowmobile bug in the late 1960’s after

being given a ride on a Johnson Skee-Horse. Before too

long his family had three 1970 /'71 Yamaha’s ready to

MICHIGAN
P sy SHorrs
| HALL OF FAME]

bt

Steve Landon took a portrait taken by daughter Sarrah to the
podium for his speech. It seemed only right to have her by his side
even in spirit.

THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE




Like many past racers and inductees, the Landon’s had a display
of some of their work and accomplishments. That display included
their first ever computer used to produce the magazine, a
Macintosh SE restored by son Steven T.

hit the snow. One day while snowmobiling in Clare,
Mich., at his grandmother’s farm, family friend and local
racer Tommie Bauer invited Steve to a nearby oval track
enduro race. From the green to the checkered flag, Steve

was hooked! Making the day even better, Jim Stovak of Mt.

Pleasant, Ml who had sold his family their Yamaha'’s won
the race on a Yamaha.

Never one who liked watching from the stands, Steve
dreamed of one day covering racing as a member of the
press. A newshound and history buff by nature, he would
pick up a few freelance photo and radio jobs after graduat-
ing from Mt. Pleasant High School in 1976, reporting on
area race teams. In 1977, Bill Brauker, owner of the Harri-
son Star newspaper gave him his first big break, hiring him
to shoot pictures and write about area news.

That same year Marion’s Basil and Francis Niver, owner
of “Team Highland” an Arctic Cat race team who won the
Alpena Thunder Bay 250 earlier that year advertised the
Marion 150 in the Star. Knowing how much Steve loved
racing, they invited him to cover the race. The Marion 150
would mark his first time covering an area snowmobile
race. From those early stories Steve would go on to write
Continued on Page 24
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Our long time friends and Publishers of The Winning Edge Magazine

o and Sherny Jundon

on their 2022 induction into the
Michigan Motorsports Hall of Fame

: MICHIGAN
Motor Sports
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was a keeper. Boy was she ever!

From babysitting Steve’s bulky

camera bag, to taking race notes

and occasional photos, this shy

¥ ‘ ™

quiet young lady would become
a talented graphic designer, artist
and photographer. She was truly
an amazing best friend, loving
wife, mother, business woman
and a talented contributor to the
sport of snowmobiling.

In the 1980’s Steve and Sherry
photographed Harness Horse
Racing at 21 Michigan County
Fairs in addition to shooting
weddings. Every winter Sherry
followed Steve as he covered
racing for various publications.

In 1984 they opened a small
photo Shoppe in Harrison, Mich.,
called the “Click Click Shoppe”.

Y .

The Landon kids Steven,Seth - pictured on cell phone Stacey and Sarrah spent a lot of time in

the cold and snow while growing up traveling with Mom and Dad covering races from Vermont
to Alaska and Canada. Seth who lives and works in Alaska could not make the trip down for the
induction. He is pictured with his daughter Olivia.

Working with $500.00 received
from Jim Musselman of Woody’s
Snowmobile Traction Prod-

Continued from Page 23

and take photos for a number of state and national snow-
mobile publications. His work also appeared and continues
to appear in ads, books, programs and promotional materi-
als. Sadly, December 31, 1977 marked the last Marion 150
enduro however, snowmobile racing continues on the old
Marion fairgrounds track with vintage competition during
the annual Marion Snowfest in February.

It's been said countless times by racers and race fans “If
the girl you’re dating comes to more than one snowmobile
race, she is the one for you.” In 1980 Sherry joined Steve
at all but one race. From that point on people told him she

All together. The Winning Edge Magazine team past and present
came for the induction. Laurie Shooltz, Sherry Landon in Portrait
and in Spirit, Steve Landon and Amber Hart. Laurie who was
on the founding team with Sherry and Steve that started the
magazine,she also designed the book “Legends Around the Mile
by Steve Landon and John Kenn. Amber Hart took over the design
of the magazine, promotional fliers after Sherry passed away. She

also designs the HOF Induction program.
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ucts who purchased their first
ad. Sherry and their dear friend Laurie Shooltz would help
Steve realize his dream of publishing a magazine. Sherry
came up with a name “The Winning Edge” Magazine”.
The logic was everyone needs The Winning Edge, to

Before Sherry passed away she thanked Steve for the Adventure. In
1995 they flew the interior of Alaska in a Cessna 180 covering the Iron
Dog cross country snowmachine race from Wasilla to Nome Alaska
and back. Here they are together at the Rainy Pass Lodge in the
interior of Alaska it was just one of their many adventures together.

THE WINNING EDGE MAGAZINE



compete on the track, or in the workplace. On a snowy
December Day in 1985, the first edition rolled off the
press. From that issue it has expanded and still exists
today. In 2007 it became the first snowmobile magazine to
go all digital.

Not one’s to stand by just covering racing, they got
involved working Beyond the Edge as volunteers with a
number of events and projects across the snow-belt. From
2001 - 2013 they produced “Memories at the Mile” a vin-
tage snowmobile show at the Soo I- 500 that included a
vintage snowmobile parade lap around the famed one-mile
ice oval track. Active with the Marion Snowfest since the
beginning, Steve
continues to help
promote and cover
the event today as
well as their annual
fall swap meet.

As a designer
Sherry produced
everything from
posters to books
using Steve’s
photos and stories
from various snow-
mobile, motorized
and popular events

— T S = they covered. Her
':::::::::“‘“@m.m::::::“:%%% biggest projects
N T were the 150, page

50th Anniversary

First edition Eagle River World
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Championship Snowmobile Derby program and the 25th
Soo I-500 history book “Legends Around the Mile” working
together with designer Laurie Shooltz, Steve and Soo |-500
historian -John Kenn. Over the years Sherry’s designs,
photos and art work appeared in national publications, in
ads and promotional materials. Locally she was very hon-
ored to have designed the logo for the Clare Arts Council.
From 2008 - 2019 working with Steve, and others, she
designed the Michigan Motor Sports Hall of Fame induc-
tion program. Currently designed by her special friend and
former co-worker at the Clare County Review and Marion
Press Amber Hart with help from Steve and Hall of Fame
board members.

Sherry was a mom who wanted to keep her kids in the
loop. Because of the magazine their children Steven,
Sarrah, Seth and Stacey traveled while growing up, visit-
ing places and seeing sights across the U.S. and Canada
many only dream of, all in part because of her hard work
with Steve helping to make The Winning Edge Magazine a
success.

“We never looked to make a lot of money. We wanted to
Continued on Page 27

o

Steve and Sherry Landon of The Winning Edge Magazine on your

Induction into the MMHOF.

d Reeping the history of the sport
photos, programs. posters elC. will Keep )
memories of days gone by alive for generations to‘come, Beg(;):lz\ed
“T-he Winning Edge Magazine™ you and your family h;we \::r‘ts "
hard behind the scenes as volunteers and prodgcerssh(; \:\:len ! mon;"
the “Memories at the Mile” Vintage Snowmobile

Your dedication to promoling an

through your stories,

Thank You Being a Part of our Snowmobiling Communily

/%W- Freot:

International Championship Endurance

[/
\\
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YOUR SOURCE FOR ALL
OUTDOOR RECREATION
AND YARD MAINTENANCE |
NEEDS wi THO‘l'I T HAVING TO

CURRENTLY OFFERING CURRENT SPECILS

; e New to Trufant Motorsports:
* New and Used Snowmobile Parts S e welcome WESTERN POWER SPORTS.

* New Small Engine Parts g i Come see us for all of your off road vehicle needs.
* New Lawn Equipment Parts Regardless of the season, Western Power Sports

» Efco Chainsaws, Trimmers, and Brush Cutters has what you need for your current ride.

We buy snowmobiles in any condition!
We have access to parts for ATV’s, UTV’s and
farm tractors.

COMINGESOON

Maintenance and

(& otco] @sens G = 5 repair services

OHER 1 UES e :‘I“% -

Tecuneseh

WE SHIP

WITHIN Monday - Thursday - 10am-2om | 234 _3(01,3869

Friday - 9 am - 6 pm
THE US! Saturday - 10 am - Noon 15731 W. Stanton Rd., Trufant, MI 49347

* Other times by appointment www.trufantmotorsports.com
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A surprisingly large group attended the induction of Sherry and Steve Landon in the Michigan MotorSports HOF. Here is just a portion of
those on hand; Back Row L-R Brian Niver, Dale Smith, Tammy Walker, Dennis Walker, Terry Coomer, Kyler Smith, Bernie Blain Shannon
Gibis, Brenda Blain, Laurie Shooltz, Steven T. Landon, Mike Allen, Diane Miller, Bill Miller, Ted Lane, and Roger Britt. Front Row L-R - Anne
and Bill Brauker, Stacey Landon DeGeer with portrait of Sherry Landon, Steve Landon, Ellie Smith, Betty Coomer, Wilma Gibis, Sarrah
Landon Smith, Amber Hart, Mechele Ann Pinkston Allen, Carissa Baker, Kieley Grider, and Cassie Baker. Missing from photo; Donna
Husted Kriss, Jan Bailey, Larry Tiede, and a few late arrivals.

Continued from Page 25

have a life filled with memories and experiences our chil-
dren would cherish long after we’re gone. We tried to give
100% to all those we worked with and served by going the
extra mile whenever possible. Like everyone we had some
rough times, however, the good times more than made up
for any bumps we dealt with along the road. | know for
sure we would have never traded all the experiences we
had for all the money, luxuries and fancy toys in the world,”
Steve Landon said.

After their kids graduated, Sherry went on to finish her
education at Mid-Michigan Community College outside of
Harrison, Mich., graduating with honors in 2010. Follow-
ing a long career with the Clare County Review / Marion
Press that began in 2006 Sherry moved on to her dream
job with the Clare County MSU Extension office. Together
Sherry and Steve were active volunteers with 4-H, commu-
nity projects and more until Sherry’s unexpected passing
on May 27, 2021 from pneumonia while being treated for
breast cancer. Sherry had battled breast cancer since 2015
the last three years at stage four when it went to her bones.
She never let cancer keep her down, working onsite or on-
line right up to a few weeks before she left for heaven.

Sherry always had a positive upbeat attitude from the
day she was diagnosed with cancer and told people “No
matter where my journey takes me, | am going to do it with
a smile on my face and a happy heart”

Moments before she passed into the arms of Jesus ,
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Sherry embraced, kissed Steve and said “Thank you for a
wonderful adventure” Indeed it was. Heaven truly gained a
beautiful soul.

Sherry wanted Steve to continue The Winning Edge
Magazine. In honor of her request, the magazine will con-
tinue until the good Lord reunites them in heaven . Thanks
to Amber Hart who has stepped up to help Steve keep go-
ing. Since it was first published well over 200 plus issues
have been produced covering events and interesting peo-
ple from Maine to Alaska and Canada.

At the Hall of Fame induction Steve carried a portrait of
Sherry taken by their daughter Sarrah to the podium to give
his acceptance speech.

“I was the luckiest man in the world to have Sherry as my
wife. The award was given to us as a team it only seemed
right to have her portrait by my side when | accepted. |
have no doubt she was right there with me in spirit smiling
proud as ever at what we accomplished over the years.

The name on the plaque says Steve & Sherry Landon,
however, this honor belongs to the good Lord, everyone
who believed in us, supported us and worked with us along
the way. None of this would have been possible without
them.

Pulling the magazine and the other projects Sherry and |
did over the years back together has been a bit of a chal-
lenge since Sherry passed. Thanks to Amber Hart plus
advice and encouragement from others we’re on the right
Continued on Page 28
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Continued from Page 27
track.” Landon said.

Since the early 1980’s some of the finest men and wom-
en in the Great Lakes State have been honored for their
contributions to racing. Hero’ s on the track, in the garage
and behind the scenes have received the ultimate recogni-
tion by being inducted into the Michigan Motor Sports Hall
of Fame.

In addition to the Steve & Sherry Landon Members of
the Class of 2022 Inductees were; Tim Curry, Tom Sprague
Sr., John Turnbull Sr., The Austin Brothers, Tom Tiganelli
/ Shadowoods Racing, Douglas Peterson, Eddie Hayden,
Mel Householder, Reinbold Racing, and Randy Varney.
This deserving group consisted of car owners, car builders,
oval track racers, drag racers, promoters, road racers, and
journalists.

Special awards were given as follows; Michigan Motor
Sports Hall of Fame Lifetime Achievement Award went to
two recipients, Dick Alberts, and Dick Stemler. The Dick
Beebe / MMSHoF Contribution to Motorsports Award went
to Laura Tucker. and Matt Prieur received the Mick Schuler
/ MMSHoF Media Award.

Another year successful year behind them plans are
already in the works for the 39th Annual Michigan Motor
Sports Hall of Fame Induction Ceremonies set for Sunday
November 5, 2023. To learn about the Michigan Motor
Sports Hall of Fame visit their website http://www.mmshof.
org/

op of the Lake

Show & Ride +

Naubinway, Michi

Eebruanygiri&%18%2023

St

<y

Foctwnod Slodk: N COMMUNITIES ASSOCIATION
topofthelake.org
[CatalogfStorelSleds]
[N, FRI. FEB. 17

8:00 AM TO 10:00 AM - BREAKFAST
Breakfast served by Top of the Lake
Communities Assoc. = Naubinway Pavilion
11:00 AM - RIDE '
Ride to Cranberry Lodge, 13 miles one way.
All snowmobiles welcome!
3:00 PM -7:00 PM - GET TOGETHER
At the Snowmobile Museum
6:30 PM - NIGHT RIDE
Night Ride & Bonfire,
3 miiles 1o the Millecoquins Bridge

SAT. FEB. 18
8:00 AM TO 10:00 AM

Line up for Show, downtown Naubinway,
Raglsmrn Museum (Free)
10:00 AM TO 3:00 PM - SHOW
on Display,
4:30 PM TO 5:30 PM
Banquet at the Garfield Township Hall in Engadine
5:30 PM TO 8:30 PM
Speaker - John McGuirk
Merchant Drawmgs 50/50, Museum Raffle Drawing
Museum Auction - donated items accepted,
proceeds go to the Museum Building Fund

“The uphill, downhill,
over land snowmobhile.”

info@snowmobilemuseum.com
www.snowmobilemuseum.com

For more 1:11,/0 cordac Chorbic or Mariban ot
906-477-6298

www.topofthelake.org
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Steve’s dad Tom, with Sherry & family on the Alaska pipeline in
1996 while covering a snowmobile race.
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